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MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday………………………...4:00pm 
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                     10:45am, 12:30pm, 5:30pm 
Monday-Friday .……………......8:00am 
Rosary prayed after all daily Masses 
 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in  
the bulletin or website. 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Saturday……………….….3:00-3:45pm 
1st Fridays of the Month….8:30-9:00am  
Or by Appointment 
 

PRAYER CHAPEL 
Open Daily …...……....7:00am-8:00pm 
Adoration……..…Monday & Thursday 
                                      8:30am-6:00pm 
Benediction…….……Monday, 6:00pm 

 

OUR LADY OF MERCY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF JOLIET-IN-ILLINOIS 
Most Rev. R. Daniel Conlon, Bishop 

 

701 S. EOLA ROAD  †  AURORA, IL 60504 
WWW.OLMERCY.COM 

 

OUR VISION:  TO OFFER EVERY PERSON A LIFE-CHANGING ENCOUN-

TER WITH JESUS, GROW DISCIPLES, AND SEND THEM ON MISSION. 



Page 2  
From The Pastor’s Desk… 
Also Known as Chardonnay W(h)ines! 
 
  
   On this Fifth Sunday of Lent, we meet 
dead Lazarus brought back to life.  In do-
ing so, perhaps we meet ourselves!!  If 
you haven’t caught my drift yet, I started 
my last two bulletin articles with the same 

line after the person we met in that week’s gospel…. “In doing so per-
haps we meet ourselves!!”  The gospel story two weeks ago of the 
woman at the well, the gospel last week of the man born blind, and the 
gospel of today, Lazarus all form the basis of the scrutiny prayers used 
each week with the elect who are to be baptized at the Easter Vigil.  
These prayers call not only the elect to see themselves in the character 
of the particular gospel and what Jesus does for those characters the 
prayers call us to see ourselves as well.  So today, we all called to rec-
ognize what is dead in us, and ask Jesus to raise us from our sins so 
that we might live a new life NOW!  Has love grown cold?  Have 
hurts made us bitter and resentful?  Have we isolated ourselves, un-
willing to forgive?  Certainly, Lazarus had human faults and failings.  
It is important to note in this gospel that Jesus resuscitated Lazarus 
back to the life in the time he was living.  Lazarus got his same body 
back, he was the age he was when he died, he was the same person, 
given the chance to live again with the new life and ability to change 
that which was dead in him. Resurrection on the other hand comes at 
the end of time, and resurrection is something much more than resus-
citation!  At the resurrection, we are transformed in to the likeness of 
the Risen Lord – a completely new body!  So, while we are still here 
on earth, we have the chance to live a happy life in this body if only 
we let Jesus heal what is dead in us! 
 
   The Coronavirus pandemic has certainly challenged one of the 
things we hold dearest…our independence.  Many having to self-
isolate, stores and restaurants closed, and worst of all, cancellation of 
public Holy Week and Easter liturgies.  This pandemic has also made 
us more conscious of our mortality.  This conversation between Mar-
tha and Jesus in today’s Gospel is a reminder to us not to fear.  Laza-
rus had died. Martha said to Jesus “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.  But even now I know that whatever you 
ask of God, God will give you.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will 
rise.”  Martha said to him, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on 
the last day.”  Jesus told her, “I am the resurrection and the life; who-
ever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  Martha re-
plied Y es, Lord, I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the 
Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.”  
May we live with the faith of Martha through 
this Coronavirus pandemic! 
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 BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL LAMPS 

Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament for the following intentions: 

If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the Blessed 
Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf in the Narthex 
near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

1. Megan Gabaldon 9. The Feldman Family 
2. The Sick 10. Diane Pazos 
3. Ailani Banuelos 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Medical Staff 12. Those with COVID-19 
5. OLM Parishioners 13. Joanna Tayaban’s Recovery 
6. The Vavra Family 14. Good  Health for Ricky 
7. OLM Clergy 15. The Pluskota Family 
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless 

Mark Hoeksema 
Kathryn Martini 
Brady Pembroke 
Wayne Draper 
Ailani Banulos 
Julia Schremp 
Billy Walowski 
Kathy Walowski 
Flo Paprzycki 
Helga Manglinong 
Michael Dandan 

Charlene Oates  
Maria Luna 
William Nimmow 
Jill Brisceno 
Lexi Brisceno 
Michael Butler 
Hailey Hartnett 
Thomas F. Sterling 
Henrietta Pineda 
La Moua 
Valerie Plesha 
Hedy Sterling 

Diane Pazos 
Diane Ramonas 
Diane Singer 
Joyce Craig 
John Swanston 
Robert Ciulla 
Bridget Garry 
David Bakke 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient   privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in the 
Bulletin can be listed only 
if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 

We pray for our sick, confined and their families 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
Monday, March 30 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 AM   † James W. Ray & 

8:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration to 6:00 PM 
6:00 PM Benediction 
 
Tuesday, March 31 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 AM  † Bob Humanski, by Toni Humanski 
 
Wednesday, April 1 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 AM Mass † Michael E. O’Hara, by John & Zara Taqn 
 
Thursday, April 2 - St. Francis of Paola, Hermit 
8:00 AM  † Dale Christenson, by Patsy Peterson 
8:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration to 6:00 PM 
 
Friday, April 3 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 AM  Frank Nuhan, by Loving Hands†  
 
Saturday, April 4 - St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor 
3:00-3:45 PM Reconciliation 
4:00 PM  Vigil - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 † Catherine Gargas-Parinella, by Iskrzycki 
 † Joyce Markus, by Family 
 
Sunday, April 5 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
7:00 AM  † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Melva Purnell, by John Salentine 
9:00 AM  † Armando Torres, by Family 
11:00 AM  † Ken Jachim, by Family 

1:00 PM  † Emma & Juanito DeChavez, by Family 
5:30 PM  † Edward C. Schmidt, by Family 

 † James W. Ray, Jr. by Helean M. Ray 

 The People of Our Lady of Mercy 

Scheduled Mass Intentions 
 

During this time in which Masses have been 
cancelled at OLM due to the Coronavirus Pan-
demic, intentions and the stipend for the Masses 
not celebrated will be sent to the Diocese of Jo-
liet for retired priests and/or missionary priests 
to celebrate as soon as possible.  It will not be 
possible for you to attend the Mass, as we won’t 
know who, when or where the Mass will be cel-
ebrated, but the Mass WILL be celebrated.  We 
decided not to re-schedule the Masses at OLM 
because the Mass intentions for 2020 and 2021 
are nearly all taken.  We appreciate your under-
standing. All Masses have been cancelled until further  

notice. Please check the OLM website at 
www.olmercy.com for updates. 
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DESDE EL ESCRITORIO DEL PASTOR......... 
¡También conocido como Chardonnay W(h)ines!   
 
     En este Quinto Domingo de Cuaresma, nos 
encontramos con Lázaro muerto que volvió a 
la vida. Al hacerlo, ¡tal vez nos encontramos a 
nosotros mismos! Si aún no me han entendido, 
comencé mis dos últimos artículos del boletín 
con la misma línea después de la persona que 

conocimos en el evangelio de esa semana... "Al hacerlo, ¡tal vez nos en-
contramos a nosotros mismos!" La historia del evangelio hace dos sema-
nas sobre la mujer en el pozo, el evangelio de la semana pasada del hom-
bre nacido ciego y el evangelio de hoy, Lázaro, todos forman la base de 
las oraciones de escrutinio usadas cada semana con los elegidos que serán 
bautizados en La Vigilia Pascual. Estas oraciones llaman no solo a los 
elegidos a verse en el personaje del evangelio particular y lo que Jesús 
hace por esos personajes, las oraciones nos llaman a vernos a nosotros 
mismos también. ¡Así que hoy, todos estamos llamados a reconocer lo 
que está muerto en nosotros, y le pedimos a Jesús que nos resucite de 
nuestros pecados para que podamos vivir una nueva vida AHORA! ¿Se 
ha enfriado el amor? ¿Nos han amargado y resentido las heridas? ¿Nos 
hemos aislado, no dispuestos a perdonar? Ciertamente, Lázaro tenía de-
fectos y fallas humanas. Es importante notar en este evangelio que Jesús 
resucitó a Lázaro de vuelta a la vida en el tiempo que vivía. Lázaro recu-
peró su mismo cuerpo, tenía la edad que tenía cuando murió, era la mis-
ma persona, se le dio la oportunidad de volver a vivir con la nueva vida y 
la capacidad de cambiar lo que estaba muerto en él. La resurrección, por 
otro lado, llega al final de los tiempos, ¡y la resurrección es algo mucho 
más que la resucitación! En la resurrección, nos transformamos a seme-
janza del Señor Resucitado: ¡un cuerpo completamente nuevo! Entonces, 
mientras todavía estamos aquí en la tierra, ¡tenemos la oportunidad de 
vivir una vida feliz en este cuerpo si solo dejamos que Jesús sane lo que 
está muerto en nosotros!    
 
     La pandemia del Coronavirus ciertamente ha desafiado una de las co-
sas que más apreciamos... nuestra independencia. Muchos tienen que auto 
aislarse, las tiendas y restaurantes cerrados, y lo peor de todo, la cancela-
ción de las liturgias públicas de Semana Santa y Pascua. Esta pandemia 
también nos ha hecho más conscientes de nuestra mortalidad. Esta con-
versación entre Marta y Jesús en el Evangelio de hoy nos recuerda que no 
debemos temer. Lázaro había muerto. Marta le dijo a Jesús: “Señor, si 
hubieras estado aquí, mi hermano no habría muerto. Pero incluso ahora 
sé que cualquier cosa que le pidas a Dios, Dios te lo dará” . Jesús le dijo: 
"Tu hermano resucitará". Marta le dijo: "Yo sé que resucitará en la resu-
rrección del último día". Jesús le dijo: “Yo soy la resurrección y la vida; 
quien cree en mí, aunque muera, vivirá, y el que vive y cree en mí nunca 
morirá. ¿Crees en esto?" Marta respondió “Sí, Señor,  porque yo creo que 
tú eres el Cristo, el Hijo de Dios, que ha de venir a este mundo”. ¡Que 
vivamos con la fe de Marta a través de esta pandemia 
del coronavirus! 
 
¡Con mis oraciones para que todos se manten- gan bien! 

DA GLORIA A DIOS 
 En el Quinto Domingo de Cua-
resma, justo antes de entrar en la 
Semana Santa, somos llamados a 
Betania. Si hubiéramos sido amigos 
de María, Lázaro y Marta, y nos 
hubiéramos enterado que Lázaro 
estaba gravemente enfermo, proba-
blemente lo habríamos dejado todo 
para estar con ellos. Eso es lo más 
sorprendente del comportamiento 
de Jesús. Pese a que era su amigo 
cercano, eligió mantenerse alejado, 
para que la gloria de Dios se mani-
festara. Este es un tema persistente 
en el Evangelio de Juan. Hasta el 
mismo final, las obras de Jesús son 
para dar gloria al Padre. A medida 
que nuestra jornada de Cuaresma 
llega a su apogeo, recordemos que, 
como personas que “se han revesti-
do de Cristo” en el Bautismo, tam-
bién somos llamados a dar gloria a 
Dios en nuestras actitudes y accio-
nes. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33
 -62 [41c-62]; Sal 23 (22):1-
 6; Jn 8:1-11 
Martes: Nm 21:4-9; Sal 102 (101):2
 -3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Miércoles: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 
 3:52-56; Jn 8:31-42 
Jueves: Gn 17:3-9; Sal 105 (104):4-
 9: Jn 8:51-59 
Viernes: Jer 20:10-13; Sal 18 (17):2-
 7; Jn 10:31-42 
Sábado: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-
 13; Jn 11:45-56 
Domingo: Mt 21:1-11 (procesión);  
 Is 50:4-7; Sal 22 (21):8-9, 
 17-20, 23-24; Fil 2:6-11; Mt 
 26:14 — 27:66 [27:11-54]  
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GIVE GLORY TO GOD 
 On the Fifth Sunday of Lent, just before we begin to enter Holy Week, we are summoned to Bethany. If we 
had been friends of Mary, Lazarus, and Martha, and found out that Lazarus was gravely ill, we probably would 
have dropped everything to be with them. This was what was so surprising about the behavior of Jesus. Alt-
hough he was their close friend, he chose to stay away, that God’s glory would be manifested. This is a persis-
tent theme in John’s Gospel. Right to the very end, Jesus’ works were meant to give glory to the Father. As our 
Lenten journey reaches a crescendo, let us be mindful that, as people who have “put on Christ” in baptism, we 
are also called, by our attitudes and actions, to give glory to God.  Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Thus says the Lord GOD: I will 
open your graves, have you rise from them, and 
settle you on your land. Then you shall know I 
am the LORD, O my people! (Ezekiel 37:12-14). 
 

Psalm — With the Lord there is mercy and full-
ness of redemption (Psalm 130). 
 

Second Reading — If Christ is in you, the spirit 
is alive even if the body is dead because of sin 
(Romans 8:8-11). 
 

Gospel — Lazarus, dead for four days, came out 
of his tomb when Jesus called his name  
(John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]). 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62  
 [41c-62]; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21;  
 Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;  
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-13; Jn 
 11:45-56 
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11 (procession);  
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 — 27:66 
 [27:11-54] 
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SENIOR HIGH  
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
(Grades 9-12) 
 
Our prayers are with all our teens, their families and our com-
munity during this Coronavirus health crisis. Please contact us if 
you need anything or have questions or concerns via email at 
Davem@olmercy.com or Jeanr@olmercy.com. Check out our 
LIGHT webpage for updates and news here:  
https://olmercy.com/formation/light/  

EDGE (Grades 6-8) 
 

THREE PILLARS OF LENT 
PRAYER FASTING ALMSGIVING 

 

PRAYER 
I’d like our Jr High teens to go deeper this Lent.  Try this 
activity.  (Parents can lead & support them even by sug-
gesting this idea.) 
 

“PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.” 1 Thess 5:17 
We breathe constantly & don’t even realize it.  Praying can 
be that way too.  Even in the smallest of ways. How?  Ex-
amples-Waking up & thanking God for another day that 
you are alive, a beautiful day, being able to attend school 
or your health, etc. you get the idea, right?  Go through 
your day & just a few thoughts out to God thanking Him 
for your friends that you’re able to join a group or a sport, 
that you have good teachers or you’re able to use your gifts 
& talents.  End your day thanking God for the glorious day 
He gave you.  Ask God to bless your family for whom you 
are thankful for, pray for their health & for those that are 
suffering in this world.  This is really just talking with God 
as you would a friend.  And it’s prayer! 
 

CHALLENGE: 
Try going through your day practicing “Pray Without 
Ceasing.”  It isn’t that hard & you will also become more 
present in the moment you are focusing on.  You will be 
able to feel God’s presence.  You will become more at-
tuned to your gifts & your faults.  Pray for forgiveness, be 
thankful for the food you eat, the home you have.  God is 
listening!  And you are practicing the first “Pillar of 
Faith.” 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
(Grades K-5) 
 
Family Gospel Reflection and Prayer~  
 
Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead  
 
Jesus had a friend named Lazarus who became very sick. 
His sisters, Mary and Martha, sent word to Jesus and 
asked him to come and heal Lazarus, but when Jesus ar-
rived, Lazarus had already died. The Bible tells us that 
when Jesus saw Mary weeping because her brother had 
died, he cried too. That isn't all that Jesus did -- listen to 
what happened next.  
Jesus went with Mary and Martha and some others to visit 
the grave where Lazarus was buried. It was a cave with a 
large stone across the entrance. When they arrived at the 
tomb, Jesus said to some of the men who were with them, 
"Take away the stone." Then Jesus called in a loud voice, 
"Lazarus, come out!" And Lazarus walked out of the 
grave. It's easy to imagine that when she saw that, Mary's 
tears of sadness turned to tears of joy.  
 
We all cry, and we can take comfort that we have a Savior 
who weeps too. He loves us so much that he hurts when 
we are hurting. He feels our pain and sees our tears.  
 
Dear Jesus, it is comforting to know that when we cry, 
you cry with us. But it is even more comforting to know 
that you have power over death and the grave and that 
one day we will be in heaven with you -- and then there 

will be no more tears. Amen.  
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I have been so very grateful for your generous sup-
port of our parish.  During this time of the Corona-
virus Pandemic, I understand that some of you may 
have financial hardships and are not able to contrib-
ute at this time.  As you can imagine, with the can-
celling of Sunday Masses and not being able to take 
a collection, our parish finances will be affected.  
Our average Sunday collection is $30,00 - $32,000.  
The good news is that we receive approximately 10% 
of our Sunday collection through online donors, so 
we do receive some monies.  I encourage those who 
are not currently donating online to consider enrol-
ling.  To enroll for online donating  go to our parish 
website www.olmercy.com and click on “Give”  
Then click on tab “Online Giving” and set up your 
account.  As always, thanks for your 
support of OLM! 
- Fr. Don 

Parish Sacrificial Giving 

GEMS 

 
ATTENTION… 
ATTENTION… 

PLEASE READ THIS  
MESSAGE: 

 

THERE WILL BE NO GEMS 
MEETING IN APRIL DUE TO 

CONFLICTS WITH HOLY 
WEEK. 

 
WANTED: People over 50 years old 
who would like to join in social interac-
tion with fellow OLM parishioners. This 
is a great way to make new friends, 
share experiences and enjoy some de-
licious luncheon food. Consider com-
ing to join our group, GEMS, which 
meets on the second Wednesday of 
each month and see what we're all 
about. 
 
Our GEMS advisory group meets on 
the first Thursday of each month to for-
mulate plans and ideas for future 
GEMS activities...come join us...out 
next meeting will be on April 2 at 9:00 
a.m. in the Ministry Room. 
 
Critics Corner Movie Club...contact Pat 
at 630-585-6437 for information. 
 
Please pray for our sick GEMS mem-
bers. 

Visit www.olmercy.com 

We are pleased that so many parishioners have already 
pledged a gift to the 2020 Catholic Ministries Annual Ap-
peal (CMAA). Your support will allow us to Be Kind and 
Merciful as, together, we do God’s work here on earth. 
  
Every gift brings us closer to our parish’s 2020 CMAA goal 
of $146,700. If we raise more than our goal, 70 percent 
of the amount over goal will be returned to us for our 
needs. This is an amazing opportunity for our parish. 
  
Please prayerfully reflect on your pledge to this year’s 
CMAA and make your gift today. Pledge envelopes are 
available in the church. You can also return the pledge 
card you received in the mail from the diocese, make a 
gift online at jolietdioceseappeal.org or text “Donate” to 
(815) 205-1949 from your mobile phone. 
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Parish Activities for the Week 
 

All activities held in the Parish Life Building have been canceled until further notice. 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday 3:00-3:45pm; Reconciliation services held 
seasonally. 
SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
Contact the Parish Office so we may help you in any 
way possible. 

HOSPITALIZATION:  If you anticipate a hospitaliza-
tion or are  admitted to an area hospital and would like 
a visit from a priest or Eucharistic Minister, please no-
tify the parish office. 
 

BAPTISMS:  Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must attend a parent meeting held the 
3rd Wednesday of each month.     Baptisms are held at 
12 noon the first Saturday of the month and at 2:00 
p.m. the second Sundays of the month. Baptisms are 
not celebrated during Lent.   
 

WEDDINGS: The bride, groom or either set of par-
ents must be  registered members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to scheduling a wedding. Wed-
dings may be scheduled no less than six months out in 
order to fulfill the diocesan marriage preparation re-
quirements.  Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS:  We welcome you!  Please 
register by   attending our “New Parishioner Registra-
tion/Welcoming” meeting the last Sunday of the 
month at 11:00 a.m.  For more info call:      851-3444, 
ext. 221. 
 

HOSPITALITY:  “Hospitality” weekend is held in the 
Parish Life Center Multi Purpose Room  after all Satur-
day/Sunday Masses on the last full weekend of each 
month (excluding December). 
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, Voicemail-
ext. 400 

 
Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible  
AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations. 
  
AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know and love
-same products, same prices, same service.  There is no 
change to your user ID, password, wish lists, registries, 
or Amazon Prime benefits.  Every time you shop on 
Amazon, please type the following web link in your 
browser from your computer or mobile device:  
smile.amazon.com then select Our Lady of Mercy Au-
rora, IL as your charitable organization of choice.  
Please update your bookmark or favorites to use this 
link every time for every purchase.  Only purchases 
made through smile.amazon.com credit our account, 
not the main website or the app. 
  
Thank you for supporting our parish!! 



CHURCH NAME AND NUMBER— 
 The Church of Our Lady of Mercy #512124 
 
ADDRESS— 
 701 S. Eola Road 
 Aurora, IL  60504 
 
PHONE— 
 630-851-3444 
 
CONTACT PERSON— 
 Diane  -  Ext. 221 
 
SOFTWARE— 
 Microsoft Publisher 2002 
 
PRINTER— 
 Acrobat 6.0 
 
TRANSMISSION— 
 Via Email 
 Day: Tuesday 
 
NUMBER OF PAGES SENT— 
 1 through 11 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS— 
 
 Please print and ship 100 copies of the bulletin.  
 
Fed Ex:  Deliver inside Door B   
 on the North side of Church 
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