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WITH JESUS, GROW DISCIPLES, AND SEND THEM ON MISSION.

PARISH PRIESTS

Fr. Don E. McLaughlin, Pastor
Fr. James Guarascio, Parochial Vicar

PERMANENT DEACONS
Deacon Tim Kueper

Deacon Tony Leazzo
Deacon Tony Martini

Deacon Mike Plese
Deacon Phil Rehmer
Deacon Art Tiongson s
PARISH OFFICE
(630) 851-3444
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Monday-Thursday........ 8:30am-4:00pm
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MASS SCHEDULE Lo
Monday-Friday ......................8:00am PDecembe 0 040
Monday (Spanish Mass-begins 7/13)....6:30pm
Tuesday.........cccenn... 8:00am, 6:30pm
Thursday................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday.........cocoeeiiiiiiiiiiin.. 8:30am
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday)...... 4:00pm
Sunday..........c......... 8:00am, 10:00am
12:00pm, 5:30pm
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in : e ahge aprie
the bulletin or website.
CONFESSIONS 2
Tuesday..........coceeeeennnnn 7:00-8:00pm Do not be afraid
Saturday...................... 9:00-10:00am
1:30-2:30pm - ° O ave
1st Fridays of the Month.....8:30-9:15am
Or by Appointment ound tavo oJe
PRAYER CHAPEL Behold. vo
Open weekdays............7:00am-8:00pm
Adoration............ Monday & Thursday oncelve 0 omb
8:30am-6:00pm
Benediction..........Monday & Thursday and pbear a son, and yo

6:00pm




|~ From The Pastor’s Desk...
m Also Known as Chardonnay W(h)ines!

#* During the Advent/Christmas season,

g the company that publishes our Sunday
& bulletin has earlier than usual dead-
E lines for getting each weeks bulletin to
them for printing. As such, I am writ-
‘ ing today’s December 20 article on
December 8 — one full week ahead of the normal deadline. 1 am
writing too as I am recovering from my unexpected surgery on
December 3 to remove gallstones and my gallbladder. A little
concerning during the middle of a pandemic!

And so, on this 4™ Sunday of Advent, we are 5 days away from
the celebration of Christmas! And what a different celebration it
will be for all of us this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
This was brought home for me today as I received an e-mail
from friends in Wheaton where I have spent Christmas the last
19 years informing me they decided not to hold the annual dinner
gathering with me and three other families that have traditionally
come to their home on Christmas. What a bummer! I’ve sure
many of you are experiencing the same thing in various ways.
For some, it doesn’t even feel like Christmas. But you know
what? I’'m OK with it, and even look forward to this Christmas
alone (with the dog)! Please, no pity parties! I know that many
of you would invite me to your house for dinner, and I appreciate
that. But this Christmas IS GOING TO BE DIFFERENT — may-
be even a great one! Why? The answer lies in a YouTube video
I ran across the day before I wrote this article. So, if you are
feeling down about Christmas this year, I wish you would watch
this 8 minute 30 second video.

Go to YouTube and search “This Could Actually be a Great
Christmas” by Fr. Casey Cole OFM. This young priest gives an
insightful reflection that lifted me from this Christmas possibly
being a depressing one to one that could be great!

So, I’ll be just fine! After all the Christmas Masses, and still re-
covering from surgery, I know that I will be exhausted and I look
forward to settling down for a long winter nap in the recliner
next to the gas log fireplace with Chardonnay (the dog) in my lap
and perhaps in a glass too. And my friends from Wheaton are
bringing me dinner too! Life and Christmas, despite the pan-
demic, are grand!

Fr. James, our Deacons and wives, and all our parish staff wish
you a most blessed Christmas. In the midst of the challenges of
our times, the truth still isn’t changed — God is with us!

h

—

Merry Christmas!
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Fr. Don McLaughlin, Pastor
630-851-3444, Ext. 228
frdon@olmercy.com

Fr. James Guarascio, Parochial Vicar
630-851-3444, Ext. 226
frjames@olmercy.com

PASTORAL STAFF

Frank Sauter, Dir. of Music Ministries
331-707-5379 franks@olmercy.com

Jolene LeRoy, RN, Pastoral Care
331-707-5380 jolenel@olmercy.com

Zara Tan, Evangelization & Communications
331-707-5381 zara@olmercy.com

Dcn Tim Kueper tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo tony.leazzo@icloud.com
Dcn Tony Martini tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Mike Plese deaconmikeplese@gmail.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Art Tiongson hope2640@yahoo.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Mary Jo Trapani, Dir. of RE (K-5) & RCIC
331-707-5378 maryjot@olmercy.com

Dave Miserendino, HS & Young Adult
331-707-5371 davem@olmercy.com

Jean Palasz, RE Secretary (K-5) & RCIC
331-707-5369 jeanp@olmercy.com

Jean Rehmer, RE Secretary (6-12) & RCIA
331-707-5375 jeanr@olmercy.com

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Bob Gancarz, Business Manager
331-707-5370 robertg@olmercy.com

Diane Reiter, Parish Secretary
630-851-3444 dianer@olmercy.com

Lydia Schmitt, Business Office Assistant
331-707-5377 lydias@olmercy.com

Len Eickhoff, Buildings & Grounds
630-631-1676 lene@olmercy.com




Page 3

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL LAMPS
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed
Sacrament for the following intentions:

Liturpy Sohedite & Mass lxtentins
Monday, December 21 - St Peter Canisius, Priest

8:00 AM Int Den Art & Babes Tiognson

8:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration 1. The Poor 9. The Feldman Family
6:00 PM Benediction 2. The Sick 10. Peace

6:30 PM spanish Mass T Laura Conte de Garcia, by Juliana Hepburn 3. Ailani Banuelos 11. Special Intention-C.H.
7:00-8:00 PM Reconciliation 4. Diane Pazos 12. Helen Joseph

Tuesday, December 22 - Late Advent Weekday . 5. Karin & Bryan Lange 13. Thomas Sterling

8:00 AM T John & Frank Nowak, by Family 6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14, Jim & Barbara DeZellar
6:30 PM 1 Diane Colson, by Edgar Badillo 7. The Lonely 15. The Pluskota Family
7:00PM Reconciliation Until All Heard 8 The Deceased 16. The Homeless

Wednesday, December 23 - St John of Kanty, Priest If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the

12:00 PM Int Myles Jabonero, by Agnes Schlobohm Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-

Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve ment Chapel.

6:30 AM No Mass

8:00 AM No Mass

3:00 PM + Diane Mrizek, by Family

5:00 PM T Emmanuel Masangcay, by Shirley Staples .

7:00 PM T Feldman, Ernsting, Sanders, Prasse, Barnes Families We_ remer_nber m prayer those

9:00 PM + John Salentine & Melva Purnell In service to our country

Midnight The People of Our Lady of Mercy TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF

Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy

Friday, December 25 - The Nativity of the Lord/Christmas Day Nicholaus Laurie. US Mari
icholaus Laurie, arines

7:00 AM 1 Mike & Carole Brogan, by Tom & Pat McHugh

9:00 AM + Victoria Tiu Lo, by Elizabeth Lo a2 Sean Murphy, USMC
11:00 AM + Joyce Markus, by Family géberto Ramos. US Acm y
1:00 PM T Jesus Pena, by Agnes Schlobohm ’ Y

Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy
SSG Gina Maro, USAF
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF
Aaron Godinez, US Marines
SPC Mason Webber, US Army
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines

Saturday, December 26 - St Stephen, The First Martyr

8:30 AM + Dorothy McLaughlin, by Fr Don McLaughlin
4:00 PM Vigil - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

T Austin Chase, by Roy Saurer

T Pete Reiter, by Tim & Diane Reiter
Sunday, December 27 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine

8:00 AM T Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family Ensign Marion Eunece Bautista, US Navy
+ Sister Thoma Miller, by Mark & Amy Miller SSG Karla Venegas, US Army
10:00 AM 1 Jim & Barbara DeZellar SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army
# Mary Cullotta, by Family Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army
12:00 PM Int Joselito & Aurora Garrido
5:30 PM 1 Elizabeth Irefo, by Family

LIVE STREAMED MASSES
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00AM, Wednesday 12PM, Saturday 8:30AM, Sunday 10:00AM
Monday Spanish Mass 6:30PM

We pray for our sick, confined and their families

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List.

Mark Hoeksema Charlene Oates Valerie Plesha Bill Morse Please noge: Dblte _t(; tghe
Wavne Draper Maria Luna Hedy Sterling Nancy Higgins government = iegistalion
Aile}llni Banlflos William Nimmow Diane Pazos Marilyn Reich Zigrzzggﬁngfp CZleeOIZlep rtlovacg}é
. Jill Brisceno Diane Singer Helen Joseph rayed for at Mass or in the
Julia Schremp patl : ; . Drayed s
Kathy Walowski Lexi Brisceno Joyce Craig Antoinette Humanski  Bulletin can be listed only
| i Michael Butler John Swanston Alice Toschak if’ that person, or in the
Flo Paprzycki Hailey Hartnett Robert Ciulla William Gardaphe e "/; Zi’nr eapaciaton,
Helga Manglinong Thomas F. Sterling Bridget Garry Allene Doddali theirmodieal cmf calls fo
Michael Dandan La Moua David Bakke Mary Dunbar give permission.




Informacion en Espafiol

® Durante la temporada de Adviento/Navidad, la

compaiiia que publica nuestro boletin dominical
‘tiene fechas limite anticipadas de lo habitual para
enviarles el boletin semanal para su impresion.
Como tal, estoy escribiendo el articulo del 20 de diciembre de hoy, el
8 de diciembre, una semana antes de la fecha limite normal. También
lo escribo mientras me recupero de mi cirugia inesperada del 3 de
diciembre para extirpar calculos biliares y mi vesicula biliar. jUn poco
preocupante en medio de una pandemia!

1Y asi, en este 4° cuarto domingo de Adviento, estamos a 5 dias de la
celebracion de la Navidad! Y qué celebracion diferente serd para todos
nosotros este ano debido a la pandemia del COVID-19. Esto me lo
recordd hoy cuando recibi un correo electronico de amigos en
Wheaton donde pasé la Navidad los ultimos 19 afios informandome
que decidieron no celebrar la cena anual conmigo y otras tres familias
que tradicionalmente han venido a su casa en Navidad. jQué pena!
Estoy seguro que muchos de ustedes estan experimentando lo mismo
de varias maneras. Para algunos, ni siquiera se siente como Navidad.
(Pero saben qué? jEstoy bien con eso, e incluso espero con ansias esta
Navidad solo (con el perro)! jPor favor, no fiestas de lastima! Sé que
muchos de ustedes me invitarian a cenar a su casa y se los agradezco.
Pero esta Navidad VA A SER DIFERENTE, jquizas incluso una gran
Navidad! ;Por qué? La respuesta esta en un video de YouTube que
encontré el dia antes de escribir este articulo. Entonces, si te sientes
mal por la Navidad de este afio, me gustaria que vieras este video de 8
minutos y 30 segundos.

Vayan a YouTube y busquen “This Could Actually be a Great
Christmas” ("Esta Podria ser Realmente una Gran Navidad") del Padre
Casey Cole OFM. jEste joven sacerdote da una reflexion profunda que
me sacod de esta Navidad posiblemente deprimente a una que podria
ser genial!

iAsi que, estaré bien! Después de todas las Misas de Navidad, y atin
recuperandome de la cirugia, sé que estaré¢ exhausto y espero con
ansias acomodarme para una larga siesta invernal en el sillon
reclinable junto a la chimenea de gas con Chardonnay (el perro) en mi
regazo y quizas también con una copa. jY mis amigos de Wheaton
también me traeran la cena! jLa vida y la Navidad, a pesar de la
pandemia, son grandiosas!

El Padre James, nuestros Didconos y esposas, y todo el personal de
nuestra parroquia les desean una Navidad muy bendecida. En medio
de los desafios de nuestro tiempo, la verdad no ha cambiado: jDios
esta con nosotros!

jFeliz Navidad!

TM
e

CAMBIA NUESTRAS VIDAS

Las cartas de Pablo a los
tesalonicenses estdn entre sus
primeros escritos movidos por su
creencia, y la creencia de la
comunidad de la Iglesia joven, de
que el retorno de Cristo era
inminente, y que dedicar tiempo y
atencion a otras cosas era tonteria.

Con el paso del tiempo este
fervor disminuyé un poco. Hoy,
cuando escuchamos sobre la llegada
del fin de los tiempos, podemos
preguntarnos si la tenemos que
tomar en serio, si es que realmente
creemos que Cristo todavia puede
venir por nosotros como “un ladron
en la noche” (1 Tesalonicenses 5:2).
(Significa esto que debemos
ponerle un paro a establecer metas a
largo plazo, despojarnos de nuestros
calendarios y agendas anuales, dejar
de ahorrar para una educacion
universitaria? Por supuesto que no.
Lo que significa es que necesitamos
cambiar nuestra vida, vivir como
hijos de las luz e ir iluminando el
mundo que nos rodea con la luz del
Evangelio. Entonces, en aquél dia,
cuando los detalles de nuestra vida
diaria se tornen poco importantes,
estaremos listos para encontrar
nuestra paz y seguridad en Cristo
Jesus. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes: Ap 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Sal 1:1-4,
6; Lc 18:35-43

Martes:  Ap 3:1-6, 14-22; Sal 15

(14):2-5; Lc 19:1-10
Miércoles: Ap 4:1-11; Sal 150:1b-6;
Lc 19:11-28,0
(para la memoria de la
Dedicacion) Hch 28:11-
16, 30-31; Sal 98 (97):1-6;
Mt 14:22-33
Ap 5:1-10; Sal 149:1b-6a,
9b; Lc 19:41-44
Ap 10:8-11; Sal 119
(118):14, 24, 72, 103,

111, 131; Lc 19:45-48

Ap 11:4-12; Sal 144
(143):1b, 2, 9-10;

Lc 20:27-40

Ez 34:11-12, 15-17; Sal 23
(22):1-3, 5-6; 1 Cor 15:20-
26, 28; Mt 25:31-46

Jueves:

Viernes:

Sabado:

Domingo:
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Written by
THE
FAITHFUL

December 20, 2020
DISCIPLE

Fourth Sunday of Advent

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16 | Rom 16:25-27 | Lk 1:26-38

GROW ' AS A DISCIPLE | PRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

During Advent, we await the One who is perfect grace, light, and joy.

The Christ Child’s arrival during a time when darkness has been increasing
each day, and our anticipation of that arrival, emphasize his salvific role.
For if even the smallest light is a glimmer of hope in the night, how much
more is Christ’s perfect and all-consuming light a life-saving flare in the
darkness of sin and death. As we hear the angel Gabriel say of Christ, in
his visitation to Mary: “He will be great and will be called Son of the Most
High ... and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Emmanuel, God with us,
is the reason for our hope, and the reason for our joy.

GO EVANGELIZE | PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

| don’t know about you, but despite my best intentions, | have been
known to get a little swallowed up in the commercialism of Christmas.
But this last week of Advent feels like a chance to reorder my mind and
heart. One way to do this is by focusing on the “O Antiphons,” prayed
during the Church’s evening prayer from December 17-23. Each antiphon
begins with the word “O,” and is followed by a title for the Messiah, found
in Scripture, and a petition for him to come and save his people. Although
this may sound overly complicated, you most likely know of these with-
out realizing it: they have been transposed into the verses of the hymn,

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Today’s first reading speaks of David, who
thought he could build a place for God to dwell, but he can’t. Instead, for
us, whom God created and fashioned in his own image, God created a
dwelling for his Son, so that he might enter into our human history as
one of us; and in doing so, dwell among us and within us forever.
Come, Lord Jesus.

INVITE When lighting the final candle on your Advent wreath,

invite your family to help you make the prayer interactive. Focus on the
lesser-known verses of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, such as the one
below - it is an ancient prayer still very relevant today.

O King of the Nations

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of humankind;
O bid our sad divisions cease,
And be for us our King of Peace.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to you, O Israel.
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Making Christmas Bright
Dear Families,

Your Christmas gift donations to children and youth in need filled several tables!
Not pictured are boxes of NEW sets of pajamas, socks, boots, gloves and hats.
What a generous outpouring of lovell Because we could do this together,
the joy of the Christ-child will enter the hearts of many young people.

And through the Angel Giving Program your generous donations helped many
families in need. Gift cards and monetary donations were sent to Mutual
Ground, Breaking Free, Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry and OLM’s Saint Vincent
DePaul Society.

God bless you and thank you for sharing
in the Season of Giving!!!

This Christmas, may you be filled with the wonder of
Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the jubilation of the
angels, the eagerness of the shepherds,
the determination of the magi, and the peace
of the Christ child.

Fr. Don, Fr. James, and the OLM Staff
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i Online Sign
EOGE R
Faith Con-

Catholic Middle School Ministry

versations,
LIGHT Mini-Courses and Disci-
pleship Projects is now open!
Check it out on the LIGHT webpage.

Confirmation Letter of Intent (for
those teens who have or will have
completed the requirements by June
2021) are asked to fill out and return
a Letter of Intent. These will be avail-
able on the LIGHT webpage starting
January 1, 2021.

Parent Volunteers needed to help
with LIGHT mini-courses and check-
in teens on Sunday mornings and
evenings. If you can help, please sign
-up on the mini-course sign-up page.

Register for LIGHT, EDGE and R.E.
online! Go to our LIGHT webpage
for the details and the link: https://
olmercy.com/formation/light/

Online  Sign-Up
5. for Faith Conver-
L& Y sations, LIGHT

Mini-Courses and
Discipleship Pro-
jects is now open!
Check it out on the LIGHT webpage.

Confirmation Letter of Intent (for
those teens who have or will have
completed the requirements by June
2021) are asked to fill out and return
a Letter of Intent. These will be
available on the LIGHT webpage
starting January 1, 2021.

Parent Volunteers needed to help
with LIGHT mini-courses and check-
in teens on Sunday mornings and
evenings. If you can help, please sign
-up on the mini-course sign-up page.

Register for LIGHT, EDGE and R.E.
online! Go to our LIGHT webpage
for the details and the link: https://
olmercy.com/formation/light/

PASTORAL CARE

Fourth Sunday of Advent

As you light the fourth candle on your Advent wreath, the purple
candle is lit that represents peace. It is called the “Angel’s Candle” as a
reminder of the message of the angels: “Peace on Earth, Good Will To-
ward Men.” May your heart and mind be filled with peace, joy, faith and
hope — prepared for the celebration of the birth of Jesus on Christmas
Day!

Blue Christmas

The holiday season is one of happiness and celebration. But not
for everyone. The holiday season is difficult for those whose hearts are
hurting from experiencing the death of a loved one, facing life after a
divorce or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with an illness
or dealing with the challenges of the pandemic. The pain and loss that
some people are experiencing may be why they are saying that this year
is a “Blue Christmas.”

A spiritual time is being offered for reflection, a time to learn
from others, a time to accept where we are and a time to experience hope
and healing. A sacred space and time will be offered for a virtual gather-
ing on Monday, December 21 from 7:00pm to 8:00pm on ZOOM facili-
tated by Jolene LeRoy RN Faith Community Nurse and Director of Pas-
toral Care. Please reach out to Jolene to register for the gathering or for
more details at jolenel@olmercy.com or 331-707-5380.

The Gift of Presence

Christmas is a time to reflect on what the gift of presence means.
God gave the gift of himself, the gift of his presence in the person of Je-
sus Christ. As followers of Jesus, we are called to accept and appreciate
the gift of God’s presence in our lives. This means developing a relation-
ship with Jesus and staying close to Him during our life.

The Lord calls us to give the gift of our presence to others. Our
presence is the best gift that we can give to people. It is a gift that can
only be given in the way that we can give it. When we are with others,
the gift of presence involves active listening and giving our full, undivid-
ed attention. It may mean putting the cell phone away, sitting still, not
looking at the time and listening more, talking less. It is living in the mo-
ment, not in the past or the future. It is being intentional. Giving someone
our presence may provide healing. The gift of presence involves being
fully awake and impacting the moment. The gift of presence does not
come in a box and it cannot be opened — it just is.

This Christmas and as we enter a new year, reflect on how you
are living your life. Are you aware of the presence of the Divine within
you whether you are being the gift of presence for someone else or being
offered the gift of presence from someone else? As we navigate our lives
through the challenges of the pandemic, we find that things that once
were a priority have changed. Think about ways that you may be a gift of
presence to others especially to those who are lonely and isolated. Let’s
remember that the best gift of presence for all of us will be found in the
manger on Christmas — our Lord, Jesus Christ!

Pastoral Care Needs

If you are in the need of support, resources or spiritual care,
please contact Jolene LeRoy RN Faith Community Nurse and Director of
Pastoral Care at 331-707-5380 or at jolenel@olmercy.com. Wishing you
a Blessed and Merry Christmas!
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Around the Parish

JUSTICE & PEACE
MINISTRY

Thank you to all who have donated
toiletry items in the past for the
“Blessing Bags” that we assemble.
Hundreds of bags have been dis-
tributed in the past year, providing
homeless persons on the street, as
well as in shelters, with needed
items that not only allow them to
take care of their daily needs to
keep clean/healthy but also assure
them that someone cares. This
gives them hope. Please keep all
who are homeless, especially dur-
ing the Covid pandemic in the cold
winter months, in your prayers.
During the Christmas season let us
recall the place of Jesus’ birth, in a
cold stable and the flight of the Ho-
ly Family to Egypt to escape the
danger of Herod’s edict. Pray for
refugees, asylum seekers, and all
migrants around the world and
those who are homeless or lacking
safe permanent housing. May they
be welcomed and cared for.

Although not many people are trav-
eling, we continue to collect hotel
size shampoo, conditioner, body

lotion, soap and toothbrushes,
toothpaste, razors, feminine prod-
ucts, deodorant, combs, wash

cloths, socks and granola bars. In
the winter months we also accept
hats and gloves. A container for
donations can be found in this PLC
lobby near the desk.

Thank you and God bless you for
your generosity.

Questions? Contact Chris Harvey
at chrisharveyny@gmail.com.

Thank you.

1l

Stmas w

A Virtual Service of Healin e

Feeling blue due to the loss of a loved one, y
divorce, job loss or challenges of the pan-

demic? You are invited to a virtual gather- m
ing of reflection & support on Monday, ”

December 21st from 7:00 to 8:00 pm via

ZOOM. Please email Jolene LeRoy RN at
jolenel@olmercy.com to register.
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SCHEDULE OF
UPCOMING

ary "
9AM & 11AM

THE CHRISTMAS SEASON
CONTINUES WITH THE

Solemnity of Ty,
Miother of God

VIGIL
Thurs Dec 31 @ 4pm
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.~ Online Giving is a great way to
help your parish staff while sup-
porting Our Lady of Mercy.
Signing up is easy! Just go to
our church website at www.olmercy.com and click
“Give” located in the menu at the top of the page,
then look for the Online Giving logo to get started. If
you need assistance, directions can be found on the
parish website listed under the Online Giving Link.
There is also a help video located on the Online Giv-
ing website. It can be found at the top of each page.

Note: If you are giving online and would no longer like to
receive envelopes in the mail, please inform the parish office.

Parish Saorifioiad Gliing
Fiscal Year-to-Date Information (as of 12/06/20)
Actual Year-to-Date Collections: $ 633,643
Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget: $ 625,600
Amount in Excess of Budget: $ 8,043
12/06/20 Sunday Collection: $ 35,875
Weekly Sunday Goal: $ 32,000
Amount in Excess of Goal: $ 8,675

Thank you for your generosity!!

Our Lady of Mercy
Weekend Masses
December 26 & 27

Father James will be preaching at all Masses.

Saturday: 4:00p  Fr James Guarascio
8:00a
10:00a
12:00p

5:30p

Sunday: Fr Don McLaughlin/Dcen Art Tiongson
Fr James Guarascio/Dcn Art Tiongson
Fr Don McLaughlin/Dcn Tony Leazzo

Fr James Guarascio

For the Budget Year 2020/21 we have reduced the
Parish Sunday goal by 15%, to $27,200/week, due
to the COVID 19 Pandemic.

This was due in part to the Budget shortfall that we
had during the 2019/2020 year.

You have donated $9,525 to the Angel Giving Program
through December 6. Thank you!!!

Construction loan for building the Parish Life Center

April, 2009 $1,950,000
October, 2020 $ 765,997
November, 2020 $ 755,777

Catholic Ministries
Annual Appeal

f‘r\x‘
LLORR ' .
Y -

It is very important that these pledges be paid so

that our parish will reach our goal. Once we have
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the addi-
tional funds received will be returned to the parish

for our use.
Parish Goal § 146,700
Amount Pledged § 185022
Amount Paid $ 170488
Remaining Balance § 14,534
Rebate Amount $ 16,652
# of Families Pledged 700
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December 7, 2020 - Here’s the story, and I’m sticking to it!!

First of all, thanks to OLM parishioners, friends, and all who have sent via various platforms prayers and best
wishes for my recovery, and offering to help in any way I need after my most unexpected surgery this past
Thursday to remove gall stones and my infected gallbladder. I truly feel your love and support. I especially
thank Fr. James for his “stepping up to the plate” to cover the sacramental and spiritual needs of our parishion-
ers. | was touched that Fr. James offered and did stay overnight my first night home (this past Saturday) to be
sure I was OK. Thanks also to my staff for taking care of other details and being of assistance. I anticipate
being out at least the rest of this week. (I still have a drain in me that needs to be removed). So until that hap-
pens, it is true....I’m a pain in the drain!

Many of you know how much I enjoy eating! From gourmet to home-cooked meals brought to the rectory or
eaten at your house, to burgers and hot dogs on the grill, and any of the fast-food restaurants around.....and
don’t forget the dessert! If you are tempted to bring me food, please don’t do it! As any of you who have had
your gallbladder removed know, the first several months require slowly getting back to eating and discovering
what your body will tolerate and what that it will not. My body will let me know if it doesn’t like something
I’ve eaten by giving me diarrhea. The first few weeks are limited to 3 grams of fat in a meal and much smaller
portions. No dairy and all sugary treats are out (bye, bye to Christmas cookies this year!) Thankfully the doc-
tors didn’t say anything about wine, but I suspect that will be a trial and error too.

This whole episode began last Wednesday evening. I had gone to a local fast food drive-thru to get some din-
ner before I was going to welcome and say a prayer to kick off the scripture study program on Mary. While I
was sitting in the restaurant’s parking lot eating, suddenly it felt as if my upper abdomen was being filled with
air like a bicycle tire to the point of exploding.

Then as if one of those heavy jackets they put over you to take dental x-rays was placed on top. Getting home,
I proceeded to vomit for an hour and a half.

I called my doctor who instructed me to go to the emergency room. (All my doctors are at Northwestern Cen-
tral DuPage in Winfield). So I drove to the emergency room arriving at 8:45pm. After several tests, it was
determined that my gallbladder was the culprit, so I was then given a COVID test (negative) and admitted at
2:15am on Thursday morning. Surgery was at 3:15pm Thursday afternoon, and I came home Saturday.

While this turn of events was unexpected, now that I know what causes gall stones and gallbladder problems
(a high-fat diet of greasy fried foods), I am not surprised that this happened. I need to be more intentional
about eating properly (I confess, I am a stress eater).

And that is another reason I ask for no food at this time. Five years ago this coming February, I had a kidney
removed due to a golf ball size tumor that was cancerous. Thank God, no margins were affected and no other
treatment was indicated. But, I am now considered to be in stage III kidney disease and was told to go on a
low protein, low sodium, low potassium, dairy-free diet. I have not been very faithful to that!

While you can function with one kidney, you want to treat it well, as you do not
want it to go on strike! My gallbladder went on strike and you can live without it,
but I need to do a better job with sticking to a healthy diet.

I know many of you would like to help me. Let me get through the fatigue, sore-
ness, and adjusting to uncontrolled bile now dumping into my digestive system be-
fore providing me with food.

Again, thanks for the prayers!

- Fr.Don -
“The small neat scar was from the surgery.
The long jagged scar is where I sneezed.”
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amazoncom

-] Smile

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of eligible
AmazonSmile purchases to charitable organizations.

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know and love
-same products, same prices, same service. There is no
change to your user ID, password, wish lists, registries,
or Amazon Prime benefits. Every time you shop on
Amazon, please type the following web link in your
browser from your computer or mobile device:
smile.amazon.com then select Our Lady of Mercy Au-
rora, IL as your charitable organization of choice.

Please update your bookmark or favorites to use this
link every time for every purchase. Only purchases
made through smile.amazon.com credit our account,
not the main website or the app.

Thank you for supporting our parish!!

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Tuesdays 7-8pm. Saturday 9-10am & 1:30-2:30pm.
Reconciliation services held seasonally.

SICK AND HOMEBOUND
Contact the Parish Office so we may help you in any
way possible.

HOSPITALIZATION: If you anticipate a hospitaliza-
tion or are admitted to an area hos&ital and would like
a visit from a priest or Eucharistic Minister, please no-

tify the parish office.

BAPTISMS: Registered parishioners wishing their
child baptized must complete a farent workshop. Bap-
tisms are not celebrated during Lent.

WEDDINGS: The bride, groom or either set of par-
ents must be registered members of the parish for at
least six months prior to scheduling a Wed)din . Wed-
dings may be scheduled no less than six months out in
order to fulfill the diocesan marriage preparation re-
quirements. Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221.

NEW PARISHIONERS: We welcome you! Please
register b Visiting our website at www.olmercy.com.
Click on “New Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill
out the online registration form.

HOSPITALITY: At this time Hospitality Sundays have
been put on hold due to Covid-19. Please always wear
a mask when in the church and Parish Life Center and
remember to keep a social distance of at least six feet.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, Voicemail-ext.
400

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide
Medical Alert System

$2 9.95/Mo. billed quarterly

* One Free Month

* No Long-Term Contract
. e Price Guarantee

* Easy Self Installation

Ed the Plumber

Ed the Carpenter

630.663.1444
Best Work - Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK
Since 1965
== Lic# 055-026066 ===

On-Site
Crematory

Funeral
Service

(ofc] /Bt o) 7NN o] NI CEW R VIX: K110/ PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! G

" CALL BY 9/30 TO RECEIVE

| 75% 58% OFF :

pine needles, and debri

s
« Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to

clean clogged gutters

- LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never

AL JOHN W., JOHN L. & JoSEPH O. KUNSCH, DIRECTORS

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,

. 7Ll
,(/)’e/(/e ey - ((/I{(/Ief(%
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY, LTD

Family Owned & Operated Since 1861

516 S. Washington St. e .
Historic Downtown Naperville ¢« 630.355.0264 "%é!ﬁ-

- Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy

Lo esepgon OIS G0 o 4 attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

ENGLERT o
*Guaranteed not to clog for as
ey ear( ;ual‘(lﬂ

Get it. And forget it.”

24021 Royal Worlington Dr.
Rt. 59/South Naperville « 630.922.9630

www.BeidelmanKunschFH.com

T
|

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170



44 S. Mill Street  Naperville, IL
(630) 355-0213 » Historic Downtown

15219 S. Joliet Rd. ¢ Plainfield,
(815) 436-9221 « Rte. 59 & Rte. 30 :

BROKER-JOE SCHMITT )
ONE @PARISH

Pat McNamara Real Estate
630-674-6600 Download Our Free App or Visit
www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

www.friedrichjones.com

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your

Catholic Community
with OneParish! A

Parishioner

joeschmitt608@gmail.com
www.joeschmittrealestate.com

(630) 9953812 Fax (630) 995-3823

Michelle Therese Chase

g//me] af Law

CSfrisdrich Jones

Funeral Homes & Cremation Services

www.michellechaselaw.com

The Daleiden Mortuary
220 N. Lake Street ® Aurora ® 630-631-5500

See our interactive website at www.daleidenmortuary.com
Arzola Insurance Agcy. Inc. ® Consider Remembering
Loreto Arzola, Agent & S tate F ar m Your Parish in Your Will.

5742 W. Cermak Road For further information,
Cicero, IL 60804
708-863-2223 « fax 708-863-3969

e,

SORR

please call the Parish Office.

& j:

\* /
The Jgnes Famil
WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.
WHY IS IT?

cathollicm_atch“"’
lllinois

BAIRDAWARNER |

Lisa Byrne
Realtor — Parishioner
Honesty + Integrity + Hard Work = SOLD!
836 W. 75th St., Naperville
630-670-1580
lisa. byrne@bcirdwarner com

1335 Douglas Ave. Ste. C

Montgomery, IL 60538

630-800-2982 « fax 630-800-2965
daniel@loretoarzola

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

-

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yo

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business |
because of it! [

home every Sunday.

WHYv ADVERTISE

DUR
CHURCH BULLETIN?

choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

are advertising in the church bulletin.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one church bulletin

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to

GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with a company specifically because they

GREAT PRODUCT - 62 % of households keep the church bulletin the entire week as reference.

Total average
savings of

$825*

when you combine
home and auto.
Call my office

Learn NMore About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Callusat 1=-800=-621=5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

1801 S. Douglas Road
P.O. Box 665
Oswego, IL 60543-0665
630/554-3888

Family

FUNERAL HOME WITH CREMATORY

. FLAHERTY LAW See
2 Your Ad
o A

°
Daniel R. Flaherty In C o R

Managing Attorney
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
815-577-7500
24047 W. Lockport St.  Suite 201C, Plainfield 1 0800062 l 05 l 97

0ld Second

NATIONAL 8ANK OF AUACHA

1200 Douglas Rd., Oswego
630-557-1200

* Personal Injury
« Estate Planning

* Wills & Trusts

dan@danflahertylaw.com

408 Fox Valley Drive
630-499-4336

A Catholic Family Serving the Needs of

fellow Catholics

William F. Dunn

for a quote 24/7.
Greg Mahoney Ins. Agcy. Inc.
Greg Mahoney, Agent
405 N. Eola Road, Aurora, IL 60502
(630) 978-2051

& StateFarm’

“Average annual per household savings based on a national 2012
survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity
Company, State Farm fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance
Company, Bloomington, IL 97186.1

Christopher A. Tro

PARISHIONER - FAMILY

Evening & Saturday Hours |
3540 Seven Bridges Dr., Suite 220

scinski, DDS

DENTISTRY

960-2440

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

FINDaPARISH.com

Tbe Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

Sign up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

KEVIN P. RYAN,

800 809 33 5 2 Lowest Price Guaranteed!
GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection

MDMedAlert EasY set-up, NO Contract

D.D.S. , P.C. PHIL WALZ ./2: H';)t.:r Protection at HOME and AWAY!
1852 Bay Scott Gircle Ste 108| | | PLUMBING. INC, |~Police wFire Seweiore S 79,5 anons
Naperville, IL 60540 Specialists In vFriends/Family o0, 0 von
GENERAL DENTISTRY Blltb Remodeling = v\\‘ NO Long Term Contracts
Established 1967 «a‘& AL
630-355-1940 | 1340 W. Ogden, Naperville TR
Parish Member (630) 355-0080 Lic# 058-062118 * SafeGuading A’ Seiors Naionide!

Dieterle
Memorial Home
« Burial
» Cremation
1120 S. Broadway
Montgomery

630-897-1196

www.dieterlememorialhome.com

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

O
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