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~ From The Pastor’s Desk...
& Also Known as Chardonnay W(h)ines!

{ In addition to today being the Sixth
g Sunday in Ordinary Time, it is also
& World Marriage Sunday. How appro-
E priate — Valentine’s Day! I will share
with you some points about the day
from the Secretariat of Laity, Mar-

riage, Family Life and Youth from the United States Conference

of Catholic Bishops:

The readings for today highlight our need for Jesus as the Di-
vine Physician. The Old Testament reading from Leviticus
lays out the law for those who have contracted leprosy: such
persons would be declared unclean, turned out from society,
and made to live apart from others in efforts not to spread the
disease. If a person were to touch a leper, they would then be
declared unclean as well, facing the same restrictions.

Jesus, “moved with pity...stretched out his hand, touched
him, and said to him, ‘I do will it. Be made clean.” The act
of Jesus actually touching a leper would have shocked those
around him. Love reaches out and touches others. Jesus
touches this man, regardless of the risk of being ostracized
himself. True love does not count the cost. Jesus gives all
for all, unreservedly because his love knows no limits.

Every marriage i1s meant to be a little icon of the love of
Christ and his bride, the Church. The love shared between a
man and a woman in holy matrimony points us to the self-
emptying, self-sacrificing love God has for each one of us.

The promises that married couples make to each other illus-
trate what this love looks like lived out in the day to day ex-
perience: to have and to hold, exclusively, for better, for
worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to
love, to cherish, to honor until death. A person gives every-
thing to his or her spouse.

The continuation of living life amid a global pandemic may
have some married couples reflecting that this has been a sea-
son of “for worse, for poorer, and in sickness.” There are
many married couples who are suffering right now: marital
strain, illness, unemployment, etc. The sacrament of mar-
riage provides the grace necessary to weather the storms of
marriage and family life.

On this World Marriage Day, I thank all married couples for the

witness of their sacrificial love “to have, to hold, to honor™!

”'

Have a blessed week!
n

—
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Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, February 15 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
8:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration
6:00 PM Benediction

6:30 PM Spanish Mass T Rachel Vasquez

Tuesday, February 16 - Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 AM Int Fr Don McLaughlin, by Shirley Staples
6:30 PM 1 Alan Gustaitis, by Faith & Fred Andrews
7:00-8:00 PM Reconciliation

Wednesday, February 17 - Ash Wednesday

6:30 AM Mass The People of Our Lady of Mercy

8:00 AM Scripture Service

12:00 PM Mass 1 Savina Kalinowski, by Shirley Staples
4:30 PM Scripture Service

6:00 PM Mass T Alan Gustaitis, by Fred & Faith Andrews
7:30 PM Mass Int Staples & Masangcay Families

Thursday, February 18 - Thursday after Ash Wednesday

6:30 AM + Cathie VanMilligen

8:00 AM + Jim Horton, by Dorothy Horton
8:30 AM Eucharistic Adoration

6:00 PM Benediction

Friday, February 19 - Friday after Ash Wednesday

8:00 AM 1 Barbara Saurer, by Roy Saurer
Saturday, February 20 - Saturday after Ash Wednesday
8:30 AM T Departed Souls

9:00-10:00 AM Reconciliation

1:30-2:30 PM Reconciliation

4:00 PM Vigil - First Sunday of Lent

+ Phillip Sylvester, by Joan & Mike DeSmedt

+ Corazon Gamaro, by The Santos Family

Sunday, February 21 - First Sunday of Lent

8:00 AM 1 Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family
T Melva Purnell & John Salentine
10:00 AM The People of Our Lady of Mercy
12:00 PM 1 Austin Chase, by The Lazowski Family
5:30 PM 1 Theresa Saracho, by Family

Int Lois & Evelyn Storto, by Mark & Dottie

BLESSED SACRAMENT CHAPEL LAMPS
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed
Sacrament for the following intentions:

1. Mother Mary 9.  The Feldman Family

2. The Sick 10. The Homeless

3. Ailani Banuelos 11. Special Intention-C.H.

4. Special Intention 12. Frank Kingsley

5. Good Health-C.H. 13. Thomas Sterling

6. DcnBob & Betty Vavra 14, Olivia Horan

7. Mike & Carole Brogan 15. The Pluskota Family

8. The Deceased 16. Charles & Sophia Martin

If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf in
the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacrament

We remember in prayer those
In service to our country

TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy
Nicholaus Laurie, US Marines
SSG Sean Murphy, USMC
Capt. Tara Trammell, US Army
Roberto Ramos, US Army
Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy
SSG Gina Maro, USAF
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF
Aaron Godinez, US Marines
SPC Mason Webber, US Army
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines
Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine
Ensign Marion Eunece Bautista, US Navy
SSG Karla Venegas, US Army
SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army
Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army

LIVE STREAMED MASSES
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8:00AM, Wednesday 12PM, Saturday 8:30AM, Sunday 10:00AM
Monday Spanish Mass 6:30PM

We pray for our sick, confined and their families

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List.

Mark Hoeksema William Nimmow Joyce Craig Allene Doddali Please note: Dtlte .t? the
Wayne Draper Jill Brisceno John Swanston Mary Dunbar fgg"g Z%g”;a ont e%’fl.%lco;f
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. Michael Butler Bridget Garry Susan Mennenga prayed for at Mass or in the
Julia Schremp : : > 1, s
. Hailey Hartnett David Bakke Olivia Horan Bulletin can be listed only
Kathy Walowski Thomas F. Sterling Bill Morse if that person, or in the
Flo Paprzycki La Moua Nancy Higgins c}clzse of their indcc}pacitadtion,
; . . 2 the person delegated to
ﬁe.l%la hf[%nglénong Valerie Plesha Marilyn Reich their medical care, calls to
1chacl Dandan Hedy Sterling Helen Joseph give permission.
&harleﬁe Oates Diane Pazos Antoinette Humanski
aria Luna

Diane Singer

William Gardaphe




Informacion en Espafiol

iTambién conocido como Chardonnay W(h)
ines!

® Ademas de ser hoy el Sexto Domingo del
* Tiempo Ordinario, también es el Domingo

A ¢ | Mundial del Matrimonio. jQué apropiado, el Dia
de San Valentln' Sobre este dia compartiré con ustedes algunos puntos
de la Secretaria de Laicos, Matrimonio, Vida Familiar y Juventud de la
Conferencia de Obispos Cat(')licos de los Estados Unidos:

o Las lecturas de hoy resaltan nuestra necesidad de Jesus como el
Meédico Divino. La lectura del Antiguo Testamento del Levitico
establece la ley para aquellos que han contraido la lepra: tales
personas serian declaradas inmundas, expulsadas de la sociedad y
obligadas a vivir separadas de los demds en un esfuerzo por no
propagar la enfermedad. Si una persona tocara a un leproso,
también se la declararia impura y se enfrentaria a las mismas
restricciones.

e Jesus, “conmovido... extendié su mano, lo tocé y le dijo: 'Lo haré.
Queda limpio”. El hecho de que Jesus realmente tocara a un
leproso habria sorprendido a quienes lo rodeaban. El amor se
extiende y toca a los demads. Jesis toca a este hombre,
independientemente del riesgo de ser condenado al ostracismo. El
verdadero amor no cuenta el costo. Jesus lo da todo por todos, sin
reservas  porque su  amor  no conoce limites.

e (Cada matrimonio estd destinado a ser un pequefio icono del amor
de Cristo y su esposa, la Iglesia. El amor compartido entre un
hombre y una mujer en santo matrimonio nos sefiala el amor
abnegado y sacrificado que Dios tiene por cada uno de nosotros.

e Las promesas que las parejas casadas se hacen entre si ilustran
coémo se ve este amor vivido en la experiencia del dia a dia: tener y
retener, exclusivamente, para bien, para mal, para mas ricos, para
mas pobres, en enfermedad y en salud, amar, cuidar, honrar hasta
la muerte. Una persona le da todo a su conyuge.

e La continuacion de la vida en medio de una pandemia mundial
puede hacer que algunas parejas casadas reflexionen que esta ha
sido una temporada de "para peor, para mas pobres y en
enfermedad". Hay muchas parejas casadas que estdn sufriendo en
este momento: tension marital, enfermedad, desempleo, etc. El
sacramento del matrimonio proporciona la gracia necesaria para
capear las tormentas del matrimonio y la vida familiar.

iEn este Dia Mundial del Matrimonio, agradezco a todas las parejas
casadas por el testimonio de su amor sacrificial “para tener, para
sostener, para honrar™!

jQue tengan una bendecida semana!

“P@
anttiond

EL CAMINO DE JESUS

Las lecturas de hoy presentan
un contraste entre el “camino de
Jesus” y el “camino viejo”. Un
ejemplo del camino viejo es la ley
que recibieron Moisés y Aaron
acerca de la lepra: el leproso era
impuro y se echaba fuera de la
comunidad. El camino de Jesus es
lo contrario: el leproso se acerca,
es tocado y finalmente curado.

Tampoco debemos pensar en
el “camino viejo” como algo
restringido a los dias de Moisés y
Aarén o incluso al “antiguo”
testamento. La diferencia entre el
camino antiguo y el camino de
Jesus surge en nuestra propia vida.
Todavia elegimos, todos los dias,
a vivir siguiendo el camino viejo o
el camino de Jesus.

Jesus se atrevio a tocar a un
leproso, sin tener en cuenta el
camino viejo. Asi el leproso fue
cambiado para siempre. Se sintio
llamado. No podia dejar de
proclamar que habia sido tocado
por Jesus (ja pesar de que Jesus le
dijo que no lo hiciera!). Una vez
que Jesis nos toca, estamos
llamados a  proclamar  su
“camino”. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA
Lunes: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Sal 50
(49):1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21;
Mc 8:11-13

Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Sal
29 (28):1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3D,
9¢-10; Mc 8:14-21
Miércoles: JI 2:12-18; Sal 51 (50):3-

Martes:

6ab, 12-14, 17;
2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-
6, 16-18

Jueves: Dt 30:15-20; Sal 1:1-4, 6;
Lc 9:22-25

Viernes: Is 58:1-9a; Sal 51 (50):3-
6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15

Sabado: Is 58:9b-14; Sal 86 (85):1-
6; Lc 5:27-32

Domingo: Gn 9:8-15; Sal 25 (24):4-
9; 1 Pe 3:18-22;

Mc 1:12-15
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February 14, 2021 Written by
THE

. FAITHFUL
S].Xth Sunday DISCIPLE

in Ordinary Time

Lv13:1-2, 44-46 | 1 Cor10:31—11:1 | Mk 1:40-45

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

While leprosy as found in Biblical times is now rare and very treatable,
it is not hard to imagine the tragic consequences it had on those who
were affected. They suffered physically, but also socially and emotion-
ally: Levitical priests declared lepers unclean, banishing them from
the religious community. Jesus, as he did so often, would upend these
conventions in his encounter with the leper in today’s Gospel. “Moved
with pity,” Jesus healed him, telling him to return to the local priest for
readmittance to the community. Jesus’ model of compassion for the
man is meant for us to embody. Modern culture continues to stigma-
tize people perceived as different - those suffering from depression
and other mental ilinesses, the homeless, perhaps those who struggle
with cognitive disabilities - shunning them in different ways from full
participation in community. To imitate Christ, as Paul alludes, is to have
compassion for the needs of others - to “be moved with pity.” Let us
pray for the grace to put on the mind and heart of Christ, and dignify
the presence of all our brothers and sisters in our community.

GO ' EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

| admit | was taken aback by today’s Old Testament reading: Not only
were lepers banished from the religious community, but they had to
announce themselves by crying out “Unclean, unclean!” Jesus changed
all that. He healed the leper, encouraging him to return to the priest
for readmittance. | am struck by how the leper approached Jesus.

He did not demand a cure, but asked, “If you wish, you can make me
clean.” Although it is unlikely that any of us in the developed world
will experience leprosy, we ourselves or people we know may carry
inner struggles that have led to separation from the Church or a sense
of isolation. In our humanity, we do not have the power to heal these
maladies on our own. Instead, let us come to Jesus as the leper does,
asking him, if he wills it, to heal us and our wounded world. Let us pray
with confidence, knowing that Jesus in his compassion can and will
make us clean and whole.

REFLECT Who are today’s lepers? What are the inner struggles or
wounds that may keep us from fully participating in our parish com-
munity or have left us estranged from members of our own family?
Bring these before Jesus in your own words. Call a family member
you have fallen out of touch with. Invite a person who has left the
Church to lunch and listen with compassion.
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Celebrate Our Universal & Diverse Church!

Catholic means “universal” showing that all people are called to belong to Jesus, His Gospel message and mis-
sion. How awesome that this includes every country and race in every part of the world. The Communion of Saints
reflects this universality and diversity of the Church. The month of February is an important time to reflect and
raise up disciples of Jesus of diverse ethnic and cultural backgrounds who courageously embraced their call to LOVE in
the midst of the cultural and racial oppression they faced.

Grandparents, parents, and godparents get curious and google children’s Catholic youtube videos on
any of the beloved disciples mentioned below to help your child, tween, or teen discover how much we need
the legacy, friendship, and intercession of these holy men and women today!

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha - the First Native American Saint
Kateri Tekakwitha was born in present-day New York, in the year 1656. She was orphaned when her family died of
smallpox. After their death, her guardians allowed her to receive religious instructions from Jesuit missionaries. After
her Baptism, Kateri Tekakwitha made a long and difficult journey to a Catholic mission near Montreal, Canada. When
her life became hard, Kateri turned to God in prayer. She focused on helping others, sharing stories about Jesus, and
doing everyday chores as acts of love.

Saint Martin de Porres — Patron of Social Justice and Race Relations
Saint Martin de Porres, the son of a Spanish nobleman and a freed black slave, was born in Lima, Peru in 1579. At
sixteen, Martin was accepted by the Dominican order as someone who receives food and lodging in exchange for man-
ual labor. At twenty-four, he made profession as a lay brother. Martin de Porres is remembered for his humility, his
gifts of healing, his care and concern, and his friendship with all, including the least of God's creatures.

Josephine Bakhita — Patron Saint of Sudan and Human Trafficking Victims
Josephine Bakhita was born in Darfur, Africa around the year 1869. After a happy early childhood, Josephine was kid-
napped and sold into slavery. She endured terrible experiences as a slave and was resold many times, eventually
making her way to ltaly. Josephine learned about God and was baptized and confirmed while staying with the Canos-
sian Sisters in Italy. She became a Sister in 1896. Josephine Bakhita’s story holds a special meaning to those who suf-
fer and are oppressed in any way.

Saint Juan Diego - The First Saint Indigenous to the Americas
Saint Juan Diego was born Cuauhtlatohauc ("The eagle who speaks”) in present-day Mexico near Mexico City. After
learning about Jesus Christ through missionaries, Juan Diego was baptized in 1524. One day in December, while he
was walking to church, Mary appeared before Juan Diego. She was dressed like an Aztec princess and spoke to
Juan in his own language to entrust him with an important task: asking the local bishop to build a church
there. Bishop Barron reflects on this event as a “second Pentecost” because Mother Mary brought thousands of non-
believers to faith in Jesus Christ through the help of the new Christian convert, Juan Diego.

Sister Thea Bowman — A Servant of God
A granddaughter of slaves, Sister Thea Bowman was an African American woman who endured racism and inequality
but who fought racial prejudice and promoted education and cultural awareness for those who were marginalized. She
was an advocate for racial integration in the Catholic Church and worked tirelessly to bring people together as a disciple
of Jesus Christ. Declared a Servant of God, Sister Thea Bowman is on the path to sainthood.

| suggest the book, Sister Thea Bowman~ Do You Hear Me, Church? .
Written by Peggy A. Sklar (Paulist Press), she explores the life and Sister Thea Bowman
accomplishments of this trailblazing African American sister (1937—-1990). o2 Yoo Mo, et
As a teacher and scholar, Sr. Thea made a major contribution to the ministry
of the Catholic Church, bringing recognition of black culture to the faith.
(Ages 10 and up)
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Parents are
needed to
assist  with
check-in at

EmE®

Catholic Middle School Ministry

EDGE nights. Please consider help-
ing with this vital ministry for our
young people!

Register for LIGHT, EDGE and
R.E. online! Go to our EDGE
webpage for the details and the

link: https://olmercy.com/
formation/edge/

Confirmation Letter

e AS of Intent infor-

— mation is NOW

available. Check the
LIGHT webpage to get your pack-
et! Teens are asked to complete the
Confirmation Letter of Intent (for
those teens who have or will have
completed the requirements by June
2021) are asked to fill out and return
a Letter of Intent. These will be
available on the LIGHT webpage
starting January 1, 2021.

Online Sign-Up for Faith Conver-
sations, LIGHT Mini-Courses and
Discipleship Projects is now open!
Check it out on the LIGHT webpage.

LIGHT Mini-Courses continue for
Term #1 in the PLC and Virtually.
Check the online sign-up on the
LIGHT webpage for more infor-
mation

Parent Volunteers needed to help
with LIGHT mini-courses and check
-in teens on Sunday mornings and
evenings. If you can help, please
sign-up on the mini-course sign-up
page.

Register for LIGHT, EDGE and R.E.
online! Go to our LIGHT webpage
for the details and the link: https://
olmercy.com/formation/light/

PASTORAL CARE

Open HEARTS Ministry

As one of the pastoral care ministries of the parish, the ministry focus-
es on mental and emotional health and wellness. HEARTS stands for what the
ministry offers — Hope, Empathy, Awareness, Renewal, Trust and Support.
The next scheduled time to meet is in-person on Monday, February 15 at
7:00pm in Room 114. We will share thoughts about emotional and spiritual
care of the heart and God’s unconditional love for us. We will wear masks,
follow the six-foot distance guideline and hand sanitizer will be available.

The ministry meets on the third Monday of the month at 7:00pm. If
you would like to receive emails about meeting changes, prayer requests, re-
sources, workshops or programs, please send an email to Janice Hurtado Aep-
pli at olmopenhearts@yahoo.com.

Walking to Jerusalem Health Initiative during Lent

If you are looking for a way to grow closer to Jesus during Lent and
improve your physical health, consider joining a parish-wide initiative to ac-
cumulate miles together to reach Jerusalem and come back home. Handouts to
explain the program and to help you on your journey will be sent to you via
email (or other arrangements can be made) after you register. Please register
by contacting Jolene LeRoy RN Director of Pastoral Care at jolen-
el@olmercy.com or call 331-707-5380. Our journey together starts on Ash
Wednesday, February 17 and ends on Holy Saturday, April 3.

St. Peregrine Prayer Service

St. Peregrine is the patron saint of those living with cancer and chron-
ic illness. The St. Peregrine Ministry offers spiritual care and support. There
will be a prayer service via livestream and a time to connect after via ZOOM.
Deacon Tony Leazzo will be leading the prayer service on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 24 at 2:00pm. More details to follow via social media platforms and the
bulletin. Contact Deacon Tony at tonyl@olmercy.com with any questions.

Take Emotional Care of Your Heart

We learn to take physical care of the heart. It is also important to take
emotional care of the heart as science shows that there is a link between emo-
tions and heart health. Science suggests an association among stress, depres-
sion and heart disease. Psychosocial factors such as grief, depression and job
loss may contribute to heart attack and cardiac arrest. Everyone experiences
stress. The challenge is to manage your reaction to stress in healthy ways in-
stead of unhealthy ways that may contribute to heart disease.

Consider the following healthy ways to manage stress in your life.
Exercise is a great way to burn off excess energy and stress. Aim for 150
minutes of physical activity per week by going for a walk or run, a bike ride or
put on music and dance. Breathe deeply throughout the day and during a time
of stress. Take a break and escape your surroundings. Say a prayer, listen to
music, read scripture, think of your blessings and thank God for them. Think
about heart healthy tips to practice this week — days 15 to 21 of the month.

Go to www.heart.org for ideas.

Remember God’s unconditional love for us and how much He loves
us, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life”” (John 3:16).
Share God’s love for you with others today. Take care of your heart! God
bless and Happy Valentine’s Day!!

Presence Health
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TUESDAYS %, KA _}
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IN-PERSON
starts 2/16th

= :i—startmgzlz4th
7pm-8:30pm
In-Person or Online

YOUNG ADULT/GROUP B APTISM Register @

connect with Mary & Matt for questions rysavyme@gmail.com WWW.OLMERCY.COM

Join us Friday, March 5, 2021
The Respect Life Ministry invites you to stand and silently pray in the public right-of-way across from the
Planned Parenthood abortion facility in Aurora every First Friday. Prayer warriors are needed for one hour

shifts 7 am - 3 pm to change hearts and save lives. Please prayerfully consider signing up via https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/508054FADAC23A3FA7-olmfirstl or please call Lisa at (630) 258-0122.

G randparents CMinistiy_

Our Lady of Mercy is forming a Grandparents Ministry to create awareness, encourage

and support the vocation of Grandparents to pass on their faith within their families and

the Church.

In the words of Pope Francis, “The mission of grandparents is a real and true vocation.” %ﬁui
“Grandparents’ words hold something special for the young. This is how faith is transmit- :

ted — through the elders who have made their faith the leaven of their life.”

The ministry consists of Grandparents, which includes Uncles (Gruncles), Aunts (Grauntys), Godparents
and others who nurture through love and strong family bonds. All are welcome to this ministry for their key
and critical roles in sustaining the family and passing on their faith while keeping prayer at the core.

The ministry will connect Grandparents on a regular basis to focus on prayer and topics of importance to
families, the Church and the community; offer educational opportunities; offer opportunities to enrich cate-
chetical life and one’s vocation as a Grandparent and promote ways to serve our parish community through
ministry and service.

If you would like more information about the Grandparents Ministry or would like to join, please contact
Deacon Tony and Allyson Martini at tonym@olmercy.com or Jolene and Jeff LeRoy at
jolenel@olmercy.com.
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Our Lady of Mercy
Online Giving is a great way to Weekend Masses
help your parish staff while sup-
porting Our Lady of Mercy. February 20 & 21
Signing up is easy! Just go to .
our church website at www.olmercy.com and click Fr James will preach at all Masses.

“Give” located in the menu at the top of the page, . )
then look for the Online Giving logo to get started. If Saturday: 4:00p  Fr James Guarascio/Dcn Lupe Villarreal
you need assistance, directions can be found on the [Sunday: 8:00a  Fr Don McLaughlin/Dcn Tony Leazzo

parish 'website listed }lnder the Online GiViI}g Lil}k. 10:00a Jr James Guarascio/Den Art Tiongson
There is also a help video located on the Online Giv- . ,
ing website. It can be found at the top of each page. 12:00p  Fr Don McLaughlin/Den Art Tiongson

5:30p  Fr James Guarascio

Note: If you are giving online and would no longer like to

receive envelopes in the mail, please inform the parish office.

Parish Sacrificial Giving

Fiscal Year-to-Date Information (as of 01/31/21) For the Budget Year 2020/21 we have reduced the
Parish Sunday goal by 15%, to $27,200/week, due
Actual Year-to-Date Collections: $ 851,135 to the COVID 19 Pandemic.
Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget: $ 843,200
Amount in Excess of Budget: $ 7,935 This was due in part to the Budget shortfall that we
had during the 2019/2020 year.
01/31/21 Sunday Collection: $ 24,812
Weekly Sunday Goal: 5 27,200 Construction loan for building the Parish Life Center
Amount Short of Goal: $ (2,388) April, 2009 $1,950,000
Thank you for your generosity!! November, 2020 § 765,997
December, 2020 $ 755,797
Pledge your gift to the CMAA

This is Commitment Weekend for the 2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA). Please prayerfully
reflect on how you can best support our annual appeal and help our parish reach its $154,400 goal.

Because not all of us have returned to worshiping in person, our pastor is mailing a packet to parishioners
this week. Included will be the envelope many of us use to make a gift at Mass, as well as more information
on how the CMAA shines the light of Christ not only in our parish, but across the diocese.

Seventy percent of any amount we raise over our goal will be returned to our par-
ish, for our needs. To make a gift, complete and return your pledge envelope in Catholic Ministries

the mail, visit jolietdioceseappeal.org or text DONATE to (815) 205-1949. A&Armual S
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THE HISTORY OF ASH WEDNESDAY

Ashes, as a Jewish sign of penitence, were accepted by Christians. They are derived from burning
palms from the previous year.

This outward symbol of private or public sorrow, sadness, or penance, is a proof of humility, a re-
membrance of our mortality, that we are made of dust and will return to dust. The custom of im-
posing ashes, is a symbolic act signifying human mortality and total human dependence on the gra-
ciousness and mercy of God.

In the early Christian era ashes were imposed on public penitents, sprinkled on their penitential
clothes.

The distribution of ashes gained popularity as many of the penitential practices once reserved for
serious public sinners became standard for all the faithful. It was not until 1091, when Pope Urban I
ordered the imposition of ashes on the heads of all the faithful, that the reception of ashes became
mandatory and the Wednesday preceding the First Sunday of Lent became known as Ash Wednes-
day.

In order to maintain unity in practice with the Universal Church, we will be following the practices
set forth by the Roman Congregation of Divine Worship and Discipline of the Sacraments.

From the Congregation of Divine Worship (1988):

“On the Wednesday before the first Sunday of Lent, the faithful receive the ashes, thus entering
into the time established for the purification of their souls. This sjgn of penance, a traditionally
biblical one, has been preserved among the Church’s customs until the present day. It signifies
the human condition of the sinner, who seeks to express his guilt before the Lord in an exterior
manner, and by so doing express his interior conversion, led on by the confident hope that the
Lord will be merciful. This same sign marks the beginning of the way of conversion, which is de-
veloped through the celebration of the sacraments of penance during the days before Easter.”

In many English speaking countries the custom has been to place ashes on the forehead and not the
crown of the head. In Italy and other European Countries the ashes are place on the crown of the
head.

Due to the restrictions of Covidl9,
we are not imposing ashes on the
forehead this year. For any person
to person contact must be avoided.
Rather, for the time being we are
returning to the more ancient cus-
tom of sprinkling ashes on the
crown of head. ! J F

MASS (&Rl L SCRIPTURE A
TIME_S 6P OF SERVICES OP

A
OMMUNION DISTRIBUTION @ PAR O DISTRIBUTION @ PAR 0




72 | WEDNESDAY 2/24TH @ 2PM

LIVESTREAM ONLY

IVERS AND THOSE WHO L
ILLNESS, LY CANCE 1CILLNE
2Zoom Discussion follows the service @ 2: toforma
community of support for one another and learn more about
the St. ‘Peregrine ministry. Zoom details will be posted during
2 = thelivestream.
= SR ey
OUR LADY OF MERCY CATHOLI(|
CHURCH AURORA/ILLINOIS

WWW.OLMERCY.COM @38 YouTube OUR LADY OF MERCY AURORA
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ends HOLY SATURDAY  [ha v
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:
Tuesdays 7-8pm. Saturday 9-10am & 1:30-2:30pm.
Reconciliation services held seasonally.

SICK AND HOMEBOUND
Contact the Parish Office so we may help you in any
way possible.

HOSPITALIZATION: If you anticipate a hospitaliza-
tion or are admitted to an area hos&ital and would like
a visit from a priest or Eucharistic Minister, please no-

tify the parish office.

BAPTISMS: Registered parishioners wishing their
child baptized must complete a farent workshop. Bap-
tisms are not celebrated during Lent.

WEDDINGS: The bride,
ents must be registered members of the
least six months prior to scheduling a Wedjdin . Wed-
dings may be scheduled no less than six months out in
order to fulfill the diocesan marriage preparation re-
quirements. Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221.

NEW PARISHIONERS: We welcome you! Please
register by visiting our website at www olmercy.com.
Click on “New Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill
out the online registration form.

HOSPITALITY: At this time Hospitality Sundays have
been put on hold due to Covid-19. Please always wear
a mask when in the church and Parish Life Center and
remember to keep a social distance of at least six feet.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY, Voicemail-ext.
400

oom or either set of par-
arish for at

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR C

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide
Medical Alert Syste

$2 9.95/Mo. billed quarterly
One Free Month

No Long-Term Contract
Price Guarantee

Easy Self Installation

o .
Call Today!
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters! ‘G

Since 1965

B o, . *
X Receive a $25 Darden card with LeafGuard
FREE in-home es
o toro s
¥ 525 it card. Retal value is $25.0ffer sponsored by
el A, e ol o S50 s,
s o e el )

ct cons
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for FREE*
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clean clogged gutters

attachment
*Guaranteed not 10 clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we'll clean your gutters for free.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

=52 Lick 055-026066 22
NIRRT R[] PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

is guaranteed never
to clog or we'll clean it

- Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,

« Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to

LéarGuard=

Get it. And forget it.”

OMMUNITY

Ed the Plumber

Ed the Carpenter

630.663.1444
Best Work - Best Rates
WE DO ALL OUR OWN WORK

On-Site
Crematory

Funeral SRk
Service Lt
%
((ﬁ( )
WBecdelmarn - Siwnsch
FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATORY, LTD

Family Owned & Operated Since 1861

JOHN W., JoHN L. & JoserH O. KuNscH, DIRECTORS
TLLJ = qu

516 S. Washington St.
Historic Downtown Naperville ¢« 630.355.0264
p"i*“ 24021 Royal Worlington Dr.

Rt. 59/South Naperville « 630.922.9630
www.BeidelmanKunschFH.com

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy

512124 Our Lady of Mercy Church (B) www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170



44 S. Mill Street  Naperville, IL
(630) 355-0213 » Historic Downtown

CSfrisdrich Jones »f.:
Funeral Homes & Cremation Services
www.friedrichjones.com

*

\* /
The Jgnes Famil
WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas
bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth
with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . ...
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.

Later if business is poor

15219 S. Joliet Rd. ¢ Plainfield,
(815) 436-9221 « Rte. 59 & Rte. 30

BROKER-JOE SCHMITT )
ONE @PARISH

Pat McNamara Real Estate
630-674-6600 Download Our Free App or Visit
www.MY.ONEPARISH.com

)

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish! A

Parishioner

joeschmitt608@gmail.com
www.joeschmittrealestate.com

(630) 9953812 Fax (630) 995-3823

Michelle Therese Chase

g//me] af Baw
www.michellechaselaw.com

The Daleiden Mortuary
220 N. Lake Street ® Aurora ® 630-631-5500
he ADVERTISES it 'f,or sale.

See our interactive website at www.daleidenmortuary.com WHY IS IT

cathollicm_atch“"’
lllinois

BAIRDAWARNER |

Lisa Byrne
Realtor — Parishioner
Honesty + Integrity + Hard Work = SOLD!
836 W. 75th St., Naperville
630-670-1580
lisa.byrne@bairdwarner.com

@9@ State Farm If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAIert'r

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
v/Ambulance
v'Police v'Fire
s/Friends/Famin

Solutions as Low as $ 1 9.9 5 amonth
[ a0 ¥

FREE Shipping
— This Button SAVES Lives!

FREE Activation
As Shown GPS,
800 809 3352 GPS Tracking w/Fal

NO Long Term Contracts
Lowest Price Guaranteed!
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

=\®
é& Now Il Detection
MDMedAlert EasY setup,NO Contract

Now!
minds )
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

“ havel

Ice .
e P insindepe

mages

ndent *

For Emergency Road Service, call 877-627-5757.

_ Consider Remembering
v, Your Parish in Your Will.

. For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one church bulletin
home every Sunday.

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church
bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with a company specifically because they

WHYv ADVERTISE

are advertising in the church bulletin.

Total average
savings of

$825*

when you combine
home and auto.
Call my office

CHURCH BU’.LET’N?
GREAT PRODUCT - 62 % of households keep the church bulletin the entire week as reference.

Learn NMore About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin
Callusat 1=-800=-621=5197 Email: sales@jspaluch.com

1801 S. Douglas Road
P.O. Box 665
Oswego, IL 60543-0665
630/554-3888

A Catholic Family Serving the Needs of
fellow Catholics
Family

FUNERAL HOME WITH CREMATORY William F. Dunn

for a quote 24/7.
Greg Mahoney Ins. Agcy. Inc.
Greg Mahoney, Agent
405 N. Eola Road, Aurora, IL 60502
(630) 978-2051

& StateFarm’

“Average annual per household savings based on a national 2012
survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity
Company, State Farm fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance
Company, Bloomington, IL 97186.1

Christopher A. Tro

PARISHIONER - FAMILY

See

Your Ad

Evening & Saturday Hours
3540 Seven Bridges Dr., Suite 220

scinski, DDS

DENTISTRY

960-2440

inC OR

Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

FINDaPARISH.com

Tbe Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

0ld Second

NATIONAL 8ANK OF AUACHA

1200 Douglas Rd., Oswego
630-557-1200

408 Fox Valley Drive
630-499-4336

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!

Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

O

2

KEVIN P. RYAN,
D.D.S., P.C.

PHIL WALZ

1852 Bay Scott Circle Ste 108 . PLUMBING. INC.
Naperville, IL 60540 Specialists In
GENERAL DENTISTRY Bath Remodeling
Established 1967

630-355-1940 | 1340 W. Ogden, Naperville

Parish Member (630) 355-0080 Lic# 058-062118

Dieterle
Memorial Home
« Burial

» Cremation

1120 S. Broadway
Montgomery
630-897-1196
www.dieterlememorialhome.com

&< Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Thank Yo

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business |

because of it! [

512124 Our Lady of Mercy Church (A) www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170
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