
 

OUR LADY of MERCY

 



News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)  
 

When I was growing up, my family would 
often host the various holiday gatherings. In-
evitably, when Thanksgiving or Christmas 
rolled around and we were on to host, the 
family would go into an all-out cleanup mode. 
Suddenly, everyone had extra chores, and I 
still remember that my job was to Windex the 
tabletops and vacuum the carpets. The family 
went full court press on cleanup and our hope 
was to prepare a home worthy of receiving 

our extended family and honored guests.  
   

We can make the same connection with the season of Advent. This 
Liturgical season is meant to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus 
Christ on Christmas day. St. John the Baptist proclaims, "Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!" His mission was much the same: 
to prepare people to receive Jesus through the gift of repentance. 
Hence, if we’re wondering how to prepare for Christmas, the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation is always a beautiful way to prepare to re-
ceive Jesus.  
   

It is important to note that, although St. John the Baptist's message 
was proclaimed in the desert of all places, people still traveled great 
distances to receive his message of repentance. I truly believe that 
these travels themselves were even part of the preparation of re-
pentance—showing they were willing to go out of their way to ask 
God for forgiveness. Likewise, any good confession needs prepara-
tion and effort. I would suggest taking the time to read through a 
good examination, whether it’s the ones in the narthex, on our My-
Parish app, online by searching for the “Knights of Columbus exami-
nation of conscience” or on our website under Sacraments and se-
lect Reconciliation (where you can find an Examination of Con-
science for Children, Teens, Singles, Married and one in Spanish).  
 

Now in all honesty, I have to acknowledge that when we had to pre-
pare the house for our visitors, I didn't always respond in the most 
enthusiastic way. I sometimes would only begrudgingly finish my 
tasks. However, the one thing that never changed was the joy that 
we all had in celebrating the holidays with family and friends. This 
can happen with the Sacrament of Reconciliation too! It might not 
be an enjoyable experience to have to acknowledge our brokenness 
and sins, but it will allow us all the more to celebrate the welcoming 
of Jesus into our hearts this Christmas!  
   

In this spirit, Fr. James and I will be offering six straight days of con-
fession this year. Starting Monday December 12th, the feast of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, through Friday the 16th, 7-8:30 PM, followed by 
our normal Saturday confession times. Our hope is to give an ample 
amount of time for people to prepare their hearts to receive Jesus.  
 

Father Michael 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, December 5 - Advent Weekday 

8:00 am † Joseph P Dombrowski, Jr, by Mark Dombrowski 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm † Ashley Marie Sanchez, by Jolene LeRoy 

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, December 6 - St Nicholas, Bishop 

8:00 am † Lori Ziber, by Betty and Bob Duda 
6:30 pm † Ruby Ricca, by Mila Lanuza 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, December 7 - St Ambrose, Bishop 

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm † Virginia Sillasen, by Jeff & Jolene LeRoy 
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

7:00 pm † Jim Hartnett, by Cheryl Hartnett 

 
Thursday, December 8 - Immaculate Conception 

6:30 am Int Helen Joseph, by Audrey Harris 
8:00 am † Michael Prasse, by Family 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 

12:00 pm † Lindsay Willis, by The Fernandes Family 
6:00 pm Benediction 
7:00 pm Int Domenica Marsala, by Rose Ann Marsala 

  

Friday, December 9 - St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
8:00 am  † Andrew Repak, by Renee Guarascio 

 
Saturday, December 10 - Advent Weekday 

8:30 am † Bonifacio Talaway, by Family 
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - Third Sunday of Advent 

 † Terry Richman, by Patsy Peterson 
† George Durante, by The LaGioia Family 

 
Sunday, December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 The People of Our Lady of Mercy 

10:00 am † Rose Christine Sincora, by Family 
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm † Colleen Bartlett, by Carolyn Kerkla 
5:30 pm † Derryl by Family 
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
December 10 & 11 

Father James will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
Fr James Guarascio 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac 

Sunday 8:00 am 
Fr Michael Kearney 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine 

 10:00 am 
Fr James Guarascio 
Dcn Art Tiongson 

 12:00 pm 
Fr Michael Kearney 
Dcn Tony Martini 

 5:30 pm 
Fr James Guarascio 
TBD 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. Charlie Damore 9. The Reid Family 
2. Caron & Thompson Families 10. Charles E Thompson 
3. Whalen & Jirasek Families 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Baby Riley Chick 12. Elaine Nichols 
5. Madeline Spradlin 13. Edwin Garcia 
6. Aristedes Gamboa 14. Helen O’Brien 

7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Glenn L Heywood 
8. Anthony M Loquercio, Jr 16. Elaine Nichols 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Connie Hegg 
Jim Hegg 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Antoinette Humanski 
Steve Johnson 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Rev. Don McLaughlin 
Susan Mennenga 

Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Diane Pazos 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim Pluskota 
Julia Schremp 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 
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Interfaith Food Pantry 
 

Please consider donating 
nonperishable items to 
the food pantry.  The col-
lection is the first week-
end of the month. Our 
next collection is Decem-
ber 10 & 11.  The collec-
tion bin will be located in 
the Atrium (Door B En-
trance).  This collection is 
separate from the collec-
tion for PADS that sup-
ports Hesed House Home-
less Shelter.   
 

Thank you! 
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Noticias del P.I.T.  
(Párroco en Formación) 
 

Cuando era niño, mi familia a menudo organizaba 
las diversas reuniones festivas. Inevitablemente, 
cuando llegaba el Día de Acción de Gracias o Navi-
dad y éramos los anfitriones, la familia entraba en 
un modo de limpieza total. De repente, todos te-
nían tareas adicionales, y todavía recuerdo que mi 
trabajo consistía en limpiar con Windex las mesas y 
aspirar las alfombras. La familia presionaba a todos 
sobre la limpieza y nuestra esperanza era preparar 
un hogar digno de recibir a nuestra amplia familia e 
invitados de honor. 

   

Podemos hacer la misma conexión con la temporada de Adviento. Este 
tiempo Litúrgico está destinado a preparar nuestros corazones para recibir 
a Jesucristo el día de Navidad. San Juan Bautista proclama: 
"¡Arrepiéntanse, porque el reino de los cielos se ha acercado!" Su misión 
era muy parecida: preparar a las personas para recibir a Jesús a través del 
don del arrepentimiento. Por lo tanto, si nos preguntamos cómo preparar-
nos para la Navidad, el Sacramento de la Reconciliación es siempre una 
hermosa manera de prepararse para recibir a Jesús. 
   

Es importante notar que, aunque el mensaje de San Juan Bautista fue pro-
clamado en el desierto de todos los lugares, la gente todavía viajó grandes 
distancias para recibir su mensaje de arrepentimiento. Realmente creo 
que estos viajes en sí mismos fueron incluso parte de la preparación del 
arrepentimiento, lo que demuestra que estaban dispuestos a hacer todo lo 
posible para pedirle perdón a Dios. Asimismo, toda buena confesión nece-
sita preparación y esfuerzo. Sugeriría tomarse el tiempo para leer un buen 
examen, ya sea los que están en el nártex, en nuestra aplicación MyParish, 
en línea buscando el "Examen de conciencia de los Caballeros de Colón" o 
en nuestro sitio web bajo Sacramentos y seleccionar Reconciliación (donde 
se puede encontrar un Examen de Conciencia para Niños, Adolescentes, 
Solteros, Casados y uno en Español). 
 

Ahora, con toda honestidad, debo reconocer que cuando teníamos que 
preparar la casa para nuestros visitantes, no siempre respondía de la ma-
nera más entusiasta. A veces solo terminaba mis tareas a regañadientes. 
Sin embargo, lo único que nunca cambió fue la alegría que todos teníamos 
al celebrar las fiestas con familiares y amigos. ¡Esto también puede suce-
der con el Sacramento de la Reconciliación! Puede que no sea una expe-
riencia agradable tener que reconocer nuestro quebrantamiento y nues-
tros pecados, ¡pero nos permitirá celebrar aún más la bienvenida de Jesús 
en nuestros corazones esta Navidad! 
   

En este espíritu, el Padre James y yo ofreceremos seis días seguidos de 
confesión este año. A partir del lunes 12 de diciembre, fiesta de Nuestra 
Señora de Guadalupe, hasta el viernes 16, de 7:00 a 8:30 p. m., seguido de 
nuestro horario normal de confesión de los sábados. Nuestra esperanza es 
dar suficiente tiempo para que las personas preparen sus corazones para 
recibir a Jesús. 
 
Padre Michael 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
 
Domingo Is 11, 1-10;  
 Sal 71, 1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17;  
 Rom 15, 4-9;  
 Mt 3, 1-12 
 
Lunes Is 35, 1-10;  
 Sal 84, 9ab-10. 11-12. 13-14;  
 Lc 5, 17-26 
 
Martes Is 40, 1-11;  
 Sal 95, 1-2. 3 y 10ac. 11-12. 13; 
 Mt 18, 12-14 
 
Miércoles Is 40, 25-31;  
 Sal 102, 1-2. 3-4. 8 y 10;  
 Mt 11, 28-30 
 
Jueves Gn 3, 9-15. 20;  
 Sal 97, 1. 2-3ab. 3bc-4;  
 Ef 1, 3-6. 11-12;  
 Lc 1, 26-38 
 
Viernes Is 48, 17-19;  
 Sal 1, 1-2. 3. 4 y 6;  
 Mt 11, 16-19 
 
Sábado Ec (Sir) 48, 1-4. 9-11;  
 Sal 79, 2ac. 3b. 15-16. 18-19;  
 Mt 17, 10-13 
 
Domingo Is 35, 1-6a. 10;  
 Sal 145, 7. 8-9a. 9bc-10;  
 Sant 5, 7-10;  
 Mt 11, 2-11 
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Pastoral Care

Grief and Loss
The monthly grief sup-

port session is Monday, Decem-
ber 19 from 11am to 12:30pm in 
Room 114 in the Parish Life Cen-
ter. It will be a time to share sto-
ries, share a meal and pray to-
gether – to encourage one an-
other to live in hope. If you have 
any questions or would like sup-
port, please contact Jolene 
LeRoy RN Parish Nurse and Di-
rector of Pastoral Care at olen-
el@olmercy.com.

Healing Hearts Ministry
The next gathering of 

the Healing Hearts Ministry will 
be on Monday, December 19 
from 7pm to 8:30pm in Room 
114. The ministry promotes the 
health of the mind, body and 
soul by providing a safe and sa-
cred space to share, pray to-
gether and participate in a self-
care activity. The faith commu-
nity at Our Lady of Mercy works 
to decrease the stigma of men-
tal illness and promote mental 

health and wellness. For any 
questions about the ministry, 
please contact Janice Hurtado 
Aeppli at 312-217-7872 or at 
olmopenhearts@yahoo.com.

Pastoral Care Needs
If you are homebound 

and unable to come to Mass and 
would like Holy Communion 
brought to you by trained Minis-
ters of Care or if you need re-
sources and support during a 
time of transition, loss or chal-
lenges, please contact Jolene 
LeRoy RN Parish Nurse and Di-
rector of Pastoral Care at 331-
707-5380 or at jolenel@
olmercy.com. If pastoral care is 
needed in an emergency after 
office hours, please call 630-851
-3444 to connect with the emer-
gency line and talk with the 
priest on call. God bless you and 
keep you in His care!
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COPING WITH GRIEF AND LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS

Monday, December 12 at 7:00PM in Room 218 
Tuesday, December 13 at 11:00AM in Room 218

If you are looking for support to help you cope with grief during the holiday 
season, this is an opportunity to join others to find ways to honor the 
memory of loved ones while being open to ways that may help you cope with 
your grief during the holidays. 

Come to one of the sessions as the same information will be discussed at 
each session.  We will pray for our loved ones in a special way and look to our 
faith for comfort and hope. 

For more information or to register, (registration is preferred but not required) please contact Jolene LeRoy RN Parish 
Nurse and Director of Pastoral Care at 331-707-5380 or at jolenel@olmercy.com. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Knights News:
Knights of Columbus Council 12005 –
Our Lady of Mercy

Blood Drive:  We were able to collect 22 units of blood at 
our last drive on 11/12!  Thanks to all who came and gave so 
others can live – you saved 62 lives!  Our next drive will be 
Saturday January 7th from 8 – 12. 

Mobile Food Pantry:  We served 125 families at our Oct 
pantry and 130 families this past Wednesday (11/16).  
Thanks to all who volunteered.  Our next pantry will be 
12/21 and will start at 4:00. If you would like to help please 
plan to arrive by 3:30. 

Pancake Breakfast:  We were able to raise $1,200 for Wa-
terleaf thanks to your generous contributions and profits 
from the breakfast.   Thank you to all who came and donat-
ed to this great cause.  Our next breakfast will be Sunday 
January 15th with profits benefiting the summer Teen Mis-
sion Trip.

Intellectual Disabilities Drive:  We were able to collect a 
total of $2,100 during the weekend of 9/16-18. Thanks to all 
who donated to this worthy cause.  We will be sending 
checks to Gigi’s Playhouse, Waubonsie Best Buddies and 
Metea Best Buddies program (both support Special Olym-
pics).

Free Throw Contest: It’s that time again to sharpen up your 
free throw skills.  We will hold our annual Free throw con-
test on Thursday January 15th in the PLC Gym.  Registration 
will start at 6:45 and the contest at 7:00.  This even it open 
to boys and girls aged 9 – 14 (prior to Jan1, 2023).  This is 
always a fun night with prizes for the participants.  Make 
plans to attend!

Thinking of becoming a Knight? We will be holding an in-
formation meeting on Sunday 1/29 after the 10:00am Mass 
in room 114 to explain who the Knights of Columbus are and 
how to become a member.  We will show a short video and 
provide refreshments.  Interested practicing Catholic Men 
and their families are invited to join us.  Membership is 
open to all practicing Catholic men aged 18 and up, it will 
only take 30 minutes of your time and you can become part 
of the largest Catholic Men’s service organization in the 
world.  We need you to help us make a difference!  For in-
formation reach out to Jeff LeRoy, Grand Knight, at 
jleroy53@hotmail.com or call 630-336-7728.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving 
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 575,611 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 612,000 

Amount in Excess of Budget $ (36,389) 

11/20/22 Sunday Collection $ 29,833 

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 30,600 

Amount Short of Goal $ (767) 

For the Budget Year 2022/23 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 2%, to $30,600/week, to help 
expand our various Ministries. 

Thank you for your generosity!! 

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning. 

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan) 

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000 

October, 2022 $ 445,665 

November, 2022 $ 433,954 
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CMAA Pledge Report 

It is very important that these pledges be paid so that our parish 
will reach our goal.  Once we have reached our goal in paid 
pledges, 70% of the additional funds received will be returned to 
the parish for our use. 

Parish Goal 152,000 $ 

Amount Pledged 174,561 $ 

Amount Paid 162,465 $ 

Remaining Balance 12,096 $ 

Rebate Amount 7,326 $ 

# of Families Pledged 517 

Dear Friends, 

Pope Francis often highlights the value of older adults and the role they play in conveying the faith from one generation to 
the next. In his message this year for World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, he noted, “A long life – so the Bible 
teaches – is a blessing, and the elderly are not outcasts to be shunned but living signs of the goodness of God who bestows 
life in abundance.” 

As we approach the annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection on the weekend of December 10-11 — an appeal that 
benefits some 25,000 elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests in the United States — I am reminded that 
senior religious never retire from their vows. 

Instead, the prayer and ministry of older religious are an ongoing witness to the Gospel. In their younger years, they laid the 
foundation for Catholic schools, hospitals, and works of mercy. Today, many serve in volunteer ministry. Others are frail and 
need assistance. Yet all remain wholly committed to their vocations by embracing the opportunity to spend more time pray-
ing for our Church and world.  

Please support the retirement needs of our senior religious. And please join me in praying for God’s continued blessing on 
our nation’s elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests. 

Paz y bien, 
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks 
Bishop of Joliet 
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Fridays of the Month ............................................ 8:30-9:15am 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
First Friday of the Month ................................................. 12:00pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor ..................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 .. frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ....................... Fr. James Guarascio 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ..... frjames@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper .................. tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ................. tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ........... dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ........... deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac................ bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson .............. hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ............. Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ...................... franks@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Nurse/Pastoral Care ....... Jolene LeRoy, RN 
331-707-5380 ..................... jolenel@olmercy.com 
 

Evangelization & Communications ......... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ..........................zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Evangelization & Catechesis 
Director (Pre K-5) & RCIC ............. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 .................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12).......................... Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ..................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

RE Secretary  ................................. Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ...................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .............................Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ................................. Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ...................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ................. Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ....................... lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds .......................... Len Eickhoff 
630-631-1676 ......................... lene@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ........................... Voicemail-ext. 400 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Bulletin Advertising

If you or someone you know is interested in 

advertising in this bulletin, contact the 

parish office or our sales team at

800.783.1623 or visit us online at 

www.diocesan.com

Benefitting you & your community with 
Value, Exposure and Credibilty.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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