
 

OUR LADY of MERCY

 



News from P.I.T. (Priest in Training)  
 

"What did you go out to the desert to see? A 
reed swayed by the wind?” One has to won-
der why everyone who met Jesus didn’t im-
mediately fall down at His feet and exclaim, 
“Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Matt 
27:54) Rather, He was hidden in ordinary 
human flesh. John the Baptist himself, who 
according to Jesus is greater than all those 
born of women, has to ask, “Are you the one 
who is to come, or should we look for anoth-

er?" Our expectations can severely limit our capacity to see, and 
Jesus’ response to John is thus to refix his expectations.   
 
It should therefore be no wonder that everyone who encounters 
the Eucharist doesn’t immediately fall down at His feet and ex-
claim, “Truly this is the Son of God!” We can really only see the 
Eucharist for what it is, if we see Jesus for who He is, and adjust 
our expectations accordingly.  
 
So, what would we expect? What has Jesus shown us about Him-
self? Jesus is humble. He’s not afraid to be a helpless little baby. 
He is generous—He does not withhold His Body and Blood from 
being poured out for the world on the cross. He wants to be with 
us—so much so that He left the glory of heaven to visit His peo-
ple. And He is radically in love with us—He is “the bridegroom”, 
we are the bride, and He therefore wants to become “one flesh” 
with us.  
 
Knowing this—knowing Jesus for who He truly is—it is no wonder 
that God gives Himself to us in the Eucharist: His Presence, His 
Sacrifice, and His Communion. Just as He was hidden in human 
flesh to give us this threefold gift, so too now He is doubly hid-
den, both His divinity and humanity, so as to give all of humanity 
these gifts until the end of time.  
 
Jesus provides us with something irrefutably stable in his words, 
deeds, and person to show us who God is—in a word, He teaches 
us to see God. Although this doesn’t come immediately to those 
who meet Our Lord, remember that “the blind regain their sight” 
because of Him. Thus, just as Jesus revealed how much God loves 
us on the cross, may we allow Him to heal our blindness and 
show us just how much God loves us in the Eucharist.  
 
Father James 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, December 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe 

8:00 am † Jeanne Palou, by Carolyn Kerkla 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm Int Cathy Guadalupe 

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, December 13 - St Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

8:00 am † Jakob Salzig, by Family 
6:30 pm † Rae Fox, by Tom & Liane Skill 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, December 14 - St John of the Cross, Priest 

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm Int David Ramirez, by Bonnie Ramirez 
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, December 15 - Advent Weekday 

6:30 am † Mark Oostman, by Jim & Mary Krcmarik 
8:00 am † Jim Weber, by Jane Bronson 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, December 16 - Advent Weekday 

8:00 am  † Jim Horton, by Dorothy Horton 

 
Saturday, December 17 - Late Advent Weekday 

8:30 am † Patrice Klasinski 
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 † Joel Moen, by Family 
† Joyce Markus, by Family 

6:00 pm Simbang Gabi Mass 

 
Sunday, December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Bruce Fichte, by Family 

10:00 am † Joyce Wegener, by Kim Harris 
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm † Maria Uy, by The Uy Family 
5:30 pm Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy 
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
December 17 & 18 

Father Michael will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
Fr Michael Kearney 
Dcn Art Tiongson 

Sunday 8:00 am 
Fr James Guarascio 
Dcn Art Tiongson 

 10:00 am 
Fr Michael Kearney 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine 

 12:00 pm 
Fr James Guarascio 
Dcn Tim Kueper 

 5:30 pm 
Fr Michael Kearney 
TBD 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. Charlie Damore 9. Reid Family 
2. Caron & Thompson Families 10. Charles E Thompson 
3. Whalen & Jirasek Families 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Baby Riley Chick 12. Rose Christine Sincora  
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Edwin Garcia 
6. George Durante 14. Helen O’Brien 
7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Glenn L Heywood 
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Connie Hegg 
Jim Hegg 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Antoinette Humanski 
Steve Johnson 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Rev. Don McLaughlin 
Susan Mennenga 

Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Diane Pazos 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim Pluskota 
Julia Schremp 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 
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The Parish Offices 
will be closed  

Friday, December 23 
and reopen  

Tuesday, January 3. 
 
 

Have a blessed 
Christmas Season!  
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"¿Qué salisteis a ver al desierto? ¿Una caña 
sacudida por el viento?" Uno tiene que pre-
guntarse por qué todos los que conocieron a 
Jesús no se postraron inmediatamente a Sus 
pies y exclamaron: "¡Verdaderamente este 
hombre era el Hijo de Dios!" (Mateo 27:54). 
Más bien, Él estaba escondido en carne huma-
na ordinaria. Juan el Bautista mismo, quien 
según Jesús es el más grande que todos los 
nacidos de mujer, tiene que preguntar: "¿Eres 
tú el que ha de venir, o debemos esperar a 

otro?" Nuestras expectativas pueden limitar severamente nuestra 
capacidad de ver, y la respuesta de Jesús a Juan es, por lo tanto, vol-
ver a fijar sus expectativas. 
 
Por lo tanto, no debería sorprendernos que todos los que se en-
cuentran con la Eucaristía no se postran inmediatamente a Sus pies 
y exclaman: "¡Verdaderamente este es el Hijo de Dios!" Realmente 
solo podemos ver la Eucaristía por lo que es, si vemos a Jesús por lo 
que Él es, y ajustamos nuestras expectativas como corresponde. 
 
Entonces, ¿qué esperaríamos? ¿Qué nos ha mostrado Jesús acerca 
de Sí Mismo? Jesús es humilde. No tiene miedo de ser un pequeño 
bebé indefenso. Él es generoso: Él no impide que Su Cuerpo y Su 
Sangre sean derramados por el mundo en la cruz. Él quiere estar 
con nosotros, tanto que El dejó la gloria del cielo para visitar a Su 
pueblo. Y Él está radicalmente enamorado de nosotros: Él es “el no-
vio”, nosotros somos la novia, y por eso El quiere hacerse “una sola 
carne” con nosotros. 
 
Sabiendo esto, conociendo a Jesús por lo que El realmente es, no es 
de extrañar que Dios se entregue El Mismo a nosotros en la Eucaris-
tía: Su Presencia, Su Sacrificio y Su Comunión. Así como Él se escon-
dió en carne humana para darnos este triple regalo, así también 
ahora El está doblemente escondido, tanto en su divinidad como en 
su humanidad, para dar a toda la humanidad estos dones hasta el 
fin de los tiempos. 
 
Jesús nos proporciona algo irrefutablemente estable en sus pala-
bras, hechos y persona para mostrarnos quién es Dios; en una pala-
bra, nos enseña a ver a Dios. Aunque esto no llega de inmediato a 
quienes se encuentran con Nuestro Señor, recuerden que “los cie-
gos recobran la vista” gracias a Él. Así como Jesús reveló cuánto nos 
ama Dios en la cruz, permitamos que Él cure nuestra ceguera y nos 
muestre cuánto nos ama Dios en la Eucaristía. 
 
Padre James 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
Domingo Is 35, 1-6a. 10;  
 Sal 145, 7. 8-9a. 9bc-10.;  
 Sant 5, 7-10;  
 Mt 11, 2-11 

 
Lunes Za 2, 14-17 o Ap 11, 19; 12, 1-6. 10; 
 Jdt 13, 18bcde. 19;  
 Lc 1, 26-38 o Lc 1, 39-48 

 
Martes So 3,1-2. 9-13;  
 Sal 33, 2-3. 6-7. 17-18. 19 y 23;  
 Mt 21, 28-32 

 
Miércoles Is 45, 6-8. 18. 21-25;  
 Sal 84, 9ab-10. 11-12. 13-14;  
 Lc 7, 19-23 

 
Jueves Is 54, 1-10;  
 Sal 29, 2 y 4. 5-6. 11-12a y 13b;  
 Lc 7, 24-30 

 
Viernes Is 56, 1-3. 6-8;  
 Sal 66, 2-3. 5. 7-8;  
 Jn 5, 33-36 

 
Sábado Gn 49, 2. 8-10;  
 Sal 71, 2. 3-4ab. 7-8. 17;  
 Mt 1, 1-17 

 
Domingo Is 7, 10-14;  
 Sal 23, 1-2. 3-4ab. 5-6;  
 Rom 1, 1-7;  
 Mt 1, 18-24 
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Pastoral Care 
 
Grief and Loss 
 The monthly grief support ses-
sion is Monday, December 19 from 11am 
to 12:30pm in Room 114 in the Parish 
Life Center. It will be a time to share sto-
ries and pray together. We will discuss 
ways to honor the memory of loved ones 
while being open to ways that may help 
cope with grief especially during the holi-
days. If you have any questions or would 
like support, please contact Jolene LeRoy 
RN Parish Nurse and Director of Pastoral 
Care at jolenel@olmercy.com. 
 

 
Healing Hearts Ministry 
 The next gathering of the Heal-
ing Hearts Ministry will be on Monday, 
December 19 from 7pm to 8:30pm in 
Room 114. The ministry promotes the 
health of the mind, body and soul by 
providing a safe and sacred space to 
share, pray together and participate in a 
self-care activity. The faith community at 
Our Lady of Mercy works to decrease the 
stigma of mental illness and promote 
mental health and wellness. For any 
questions about the ministry, please con-
tact Janice Hurtado Aeppli at 312-217-
7872 or at olmopenhearts@yahoo.com. 
 

Healthy Habits during the Holidays 
 The holidays are a time to cele-
brate with family and friends involving 
favorite foods and a hectic schedule that 
may lead to unhealthy habits. The follow-
ing suggestions are offered to help you 
have a healthy holiday. Start the day with 
a healthy breakfast. Make fruits and veg-
etables half of your holiday plate. Choose 
nutritious cooking methods. Add exercise 
to the calendar. Remember to hydrate. 
For nutritious recipes and other health 
tips, go to www.usda.gov. 

 Slow down and take the time to 
enjoy the flavors of your food and bever-
ages. Make healthy swaps such as adding 
flavor with spices instead of salt and sug-
ar, use whole-wheat flour in baking and 
choose leaner cuts of meats. Eat before 
you go to a holiday party. Be aware of 
the portion sizes of everything that you 
are eating. Moderation is the key during 
the holidays – be mindful of what you 
are eating and try to get adequate sleep 
to keep your immune system strong.  
 
 

Ladies Advent Tea 
 Thank you to the 87 ladies who 
came to the 13th annual Ladies Advent 
Tea on the First Sunday of Advent. Thank 
you to Father James Guarascio for 
starting out our time together with a 
prayer that helped us focus on preparing 

our heart and soul for the coming of Je-
sus at Christmas. Praying with Joy during 
Advent was the theme this year. We par-
ticipated in praying the Lectio Divina and 
an Advent Prayer Service. Prayer tools 
were given out to assist with our Advent 
prayer journey to grow and stay close to 
Jesus. We were reminded about the 
book by Peter Kreeft, Prayer for Begin-
ners that was given out to parishioners in 
the past. In the book, three methods of 
prayer are described: Stop, look and lis-
ten. If you have that book, take the time 
to read it during Advent to enrich your 
personal prayer life. May you pray with 
much joy during your Advent journey! 
 
 

Pastoral Care Needs 
 If you are homebound and una-
ble to come to Mass and would like Holy 
Communion brought to you by trained 
Ministers of Care or if you need re-
sources and support during a time of 
transition, loss or challenges, please con-
tact Jolene LeRoy RN Parish Nurse and 
Director of Pastoral Care at 331-707-
5380 or at jolenel@olmercy.com. If pas-
toral care is needed in an emergency 
after office hours, please call 630-851-
3444 to connect with the emergency line 
and talk with the priest on call. God bless 
you and keep you in His care! 
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COPING WITH GRIEF AND LOSS DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
  

Monday, December 12 at 7:00PM in Room 218  
Tuesday, December 13 at 11:00AM in Room 218 
  

If you are looking for support to help you cope with grief during the holiday 
season, this is an opportunity to join others to find ways to honor the 
memory of loved ones while being open to ways that may help you cope with 
your grief during the holidays.  
  

Come to one of the sessions as the same information will be discussed at 
each session.  We will pray for our loved ones in a special way and look to our 
faith for comfort and hope.  
  

For more information or to register, (registration is preferred but not required) please contact Jolene LeRoy RN Parish 
Nurse and Director of Pastoral Care at 331-707-5380 or at jolenel@olmercy.com.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish

Simbang Gabi
Saturday, December 17 Mass starts promptly at 6:00 pm and 
will be followed immediately by a ticketed reception in the 
Multi Purpose Room.  Please visit our Facebook page at face-
book.com/sgsaolm for information on  tickets and volunteer 
opportunities or email sgcommittee16@gmail.com or text 
331-588-5556.  Come and join the Filipino community at the 
Simbang Gabi Mass which invites all of us to nurture the spir-
it of Advent not only as individual preparation but to prepare 
as a community, a family of God united in worship and in 
prayer. 

Blood Drive
January is National Blood Donor Month.  Saturday, January 
7th from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm the Knights of Columbus will 
be hosting a blood drive in Room 114.  To schedule an ap-
pointment go to www.versiti.org/IL,  call 800-7TO-GIVE or 
scan the QR code. 

Free Throw Contest
It’s that time again to sharpen up your free throw skills.  We 
will hold our annual Free throw contest on Thursday January 
15th in the PLC Gym.  Registration will start at 6:45 and the 
contest at 7:00.  This even it open to boys and girls aged 9 –
14 (prior to Jan1, 2023).  This is always a fun night with prizes 
for the participants.  Make plans to attend!  For additional 
information call (630) 957-7559.

Thinking of becoming a Knight?  
We will be holding an information meeting on Sunday 1/29 
after the 10:00am Mass in room 114 to explain who the 
Knights of Columbus are and how to become a member.  We 
will show a short video and provide refreshments.  Interest-
ed practicing Catholic Men and their families are invited to 
join us.  Membership is open to all practicing Catholic men 
aged 18 and up, it will only take 30 minutes of your time and 
you can become part of the largest Catholic Men’s service 
organization in the world.  We need you to help us make a 
difference!  For information reach out to Jeff LeRoy, Grand 
Knight, at jleroy53@hotmail.com or call 630-336-7728.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 598,709

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 642,600

Amount Short of Budget $ (43,891)

11/27/22 Sunday Collection $ 23,098

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 30,600

Amount Short of Goal $ (7,502)

For the Budget Year 2022/23 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 2%, to $30,600/week, to help 
expand our various Ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning.

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan)

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000

October, 2022 $ 445,954

November, 2022 $ 433,954
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CMAA Pledge Report

We are excited to share that Our Lady of Mercy will 
receive $8,935 for achieving our goal for the 

2022 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal.

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the 

2022 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal. 

Thank you for being so generous with the gifts God has 
bestowed upon you and entrusting them to us. We, 

too, promise to be good stewards of these gifts. 

May God bless you and your loved ones, and may you 
continue to be devoted to the works of the Lord 

through all you do in His name.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Fridays of the Month ............................................ 8:30-9:15am 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
First Friday of the Month ................................................. 12:00pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor ..................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 .. frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ....................... Fr. James Guarascio 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ..... frjames@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper .................. tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ................. tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ........... dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ........... deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac................ bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson .............. hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ............. Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ...................... franks@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Nurse/Pastoral Care ....... Jolene LeRoy, RN 
331-707-5380 ..................... jolenel@olmercy.com 
 

Evangelization & Communications ......... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ..........................zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Evangelization & Catechesis 
Director (Pre K-5) & RCIC ............. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 .................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12).......................... Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ..................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

RE Secretary  ................................. Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ...................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .............................Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ................................. Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ...................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ................. Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ....................... lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds .......................... Len Eickhoff 
630-631-1676 ......................... lene@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ........................... Voicemail-ext. 400 
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Bulletin Advertising

If you or someone you know is interested in 

advertising in this bulletin, contact the 

parish office or our sales team at

800.783.1623 or visit us online at 

www.diocesan.com

Benefitting you & your community with 
Value, Exposure and Credibilty.

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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