
March 5, 2023

OUR LADY of MERCY



News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)  
 

I remember shortly after being ordained, I 
decided that my Lenten sacrifice was 
going to be giving up adult beverages.  I 
don't drink all too often, but it was still a 
sacrifice I thought was worthy to give 
over to the Lord.  Ash Wednesday came 
and the following weekend was a big St. 
Patrick's Day celebration in the town.  I 
went to the parade; seeing parishioners in 
their festive green gear and I visited 

houses in the midst of the all day celebration.  A simple 
question was asked, "Father, can I get you a drink?"  You would 
think that my keen memory would remember the sacrifices I 
was going to make 3 days ago; but I forgot and I gladly said, 
“Yes”.  It wasn't until that night when I got back to the Rectory 
that I realized, only 3 days into Lent and I already failed in my 
Lenten resolve.  It was a humbling experience, but another 
opportunity to join the patriarchs and apostles, and ask the 
Lord for his unending mercy! 
  
The story of Abram (Abraham) is a story of salvation history 
and example of God's patience.  The Lord even in the midst of 
many of Abram's failure never removed God's desire to be with 
His people.  Abram was promised great things; a great nation, 
a great name (dynasty), and a worldwide blessing.  But there 
was a requirement that we missed; he had to leave his kin 
behind. If you were to read one line past our first reading, you 
would discover he took his nephew Lot.  Throughout Abram/
Abraham's story, he falls short many times failing to give a 
complete surrender to the Lord; yet the Lord is kind and 
merciful. 
  
This is no different for the Apostles and those who follow the 
Lord.  The season of Lent is a season of repentance, turning 
back to the Lord.  Let us ask the Lord for that continued gift to 
seek his mercy without end.  No matter how many times we 
fall.   
  
“Christian holiness does not mean being sinless, but rather it 
means struggling not to give in and always getting up after 
every fall. Holiness does not stem so much from the effort of 
man's will, as from the effort to never restrict the action of 
grace in one's own soul, and to be, moreover, grace's humble 
'partner.'" ~ Pope St. JPII 
 
Father Michael 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, March 6 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 am Int Oscar & Lourdes Indad, by Shirley Staples  
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm † Aurelio Robledo, by Family  

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, March 7 - Sts Perpetua & Felicia 

8:00 am † Josefina Naguit, by Shirley Staples  
6:30 pm † Dionicia Reyrao, by Family 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, March 8 - St John of God  

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm † Alberto Llanes, by Shirley Staples  
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, March 9 - St Frances of Rome 

6:30 am Souls in Purgatory  
8:00 am † LaVerne Giancola, by the Guarascio Family 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, March 10 - Lenten Weekday 

8:00 am  Int Priya Thennarasu, by Maybird D’Silva 

 
Saturday, March 11 - Lenten Weekday 

8:30 am † Melodi Hardaway, by Family  
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - 3rd Sunday of Lent  

 † George Durante, by Fassl Family 
Int Fr Michael Kearney 

 
Sunday, March 12 - 3rd Sunday of Lent 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Jim & Jane Darby, by Mary Campos 

10:00 am † Eugene Kosinski, by Helen Gorski  
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm The People of Our Lady of Mercy  

5:30 pm † Alejandro & Nora Caceres, by Family 

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.  
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
March 11 & 12 

Father James will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm 
Bishop Ronald Hicks 
Fr Michael Kearney 

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Michael Kearney 

 10:00 am Fr James Guarascio 

 12:00 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

 5:30 pm Fr James Guarascio 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 
1. Fr Guy Blair, scj 9. The Feldman Family 
2. Bella Zeno 10. Stanley Paluch 
3. Frank Rostan 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Baby Riley Chick 12. Mia Dusek 
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Robert Williams 
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. The Escobedo Family 
7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Steve Wood 
8. The Deceased 16. Deb Beaupre & Jim Manning Families 

If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf in 
the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Connie Hegg 
Jim Hegg 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Antoinette Humanski 
Steve Johnson 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Michelle Maeirs 
Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Rev. Don McLaughlin 

Susan Mennenga 
Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Diane Pazos 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim Pluskota 
Jackie Schiable 
Julia Schremp 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 
 
 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

Those in service to our country 
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF 
Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy 
Nicholaus Laurie,US Marines 
SSG Sean Murphy, USMC 
Capt. Tara Trammell, US Army 
Roberto Ramos, US Army 
Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy 
SSG Gina Maro, USAF 
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF 
Aaron Godinez, US Marines 
 SPC Mason Webber, US Army 
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines 
Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army 
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine 
LTJG Marion Bautista, US Navy 
SSG Karla Venegas, US Army 
SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army 
Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army 
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy  
LT Daniel Moran, US Army 
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Noticias del P.I.T.  
(Párroco en Formación) 

 
Recuerdo que poco después de ser 
ordenado, decidí que en mi sacrificio de 
Cuaresma iba a renunciar a las bebidas para 
adultos. No bebo con demasiada frecuencia, 
pero todavía era un sacrificio que pensé que 
era digno de entregarle al Señor. Llegó el 
Miércoles de Ceniza y el siguiente fin de 
semana fue una gran celebración del Día de 
San Patricio en la ciudad. Fuí al desfile; ví a 
los feligreses en su festivo traje verde y visité 

casas en medio de la celebración de todo el día. Se hizo una 
pregunta simple: "Padre, ¿puedo traerte una copa?" Uno 
pensaría que mi gran memoria recordaría los sacrificios que iba a 
hacer hace 3 días; pero lo olvidé y con mucho gusto dije: "Sí". No 
fue hasta esa noche, cuando volví a la Rectoría que me di cuenta, 
solo 3 días en la Cuaresma y ya fallé en mi compromise de 
Cuaresma. Fue una experiencia humillante, pero otra 
oportunidad para unirse a los patriarcas y los apóstoles, ¡y pedirle 
al Señor su misericordia interminable!  
  
El relato de Abram (Abraham) es un relato de la historia de la 
salvación y el ejemplo de la paciencia de Dios. El Señor, incluso en 
medio del fracaso de Abram, nunca eliminó el deseo de Dios de 
estar con Su pueblo. A Abram se le prometieron grandes cosas; 
una gran nación, un gran nombre (dinastía) y una bendición 
mundial. Pero había un requisito que lo perdimos; tenía que dejar 
atrás a sus parientes. Si Uds. leyeran una línea más allá de 
nuestra primera lectura, descubrirían que llevó a su sobrino Lot. A 
lo largo de la historia de Abram/Abraham, se queda corto muchas 
veces por no dar una entrega completa al Señor; sin embargo, el 
Señor es bueno y misericordioso. 
  
Esto no es diferente para los Apóstoles y los que siguen al Señor. 
La temporada de Cuaresma es una temporada de 
arrepentimiento, volviéndose hacia el Señor. Pidamos al Señor 
ese don continuo para buscar su misericordia sin fin. No importa 
cuántas veces caemos. 
  
“La santidad Cristiana no significa estar sin pecado, sino que 
significa luchar para no ceder y siempre levantarse después de 
cada caida. La santidad no surge tanto del esfuerzo de la voluntad 
del hombre, como del esfuerzo por nunca restringir la acción de 
la gracia en la propia alma, y ser, además, la humilde compañera 
de la gracia." Papa San Juan Pablo II  
 

Padre Michael 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 

Domingo Gn 12, 1-4a;  
 Sal 32, 4-5. 18-19. 20 y 22;  
 2 Tm 1, 8b-10;  
 Mt 17, 1-9 
 
Lunes Dn 9, 4-10;  
 Sal 78, 8. 9. 11 y 13;  
 Lc 6, 36-38 
 
Martes Is 1, 10. 16-20;  
 Sal 49, 8-9. 16bc-17. 21 y 23; 
 Mt 23, 1-12 
 
Miércoles Jer 18, 18-20;  
 Sal 30, 5-6. 14. 15-16;  
 Mt 20, 17-28 
 
Jueves Jer 17, 5-10;  
 Sal 1, 1-2. 3. 4 y 6;  
 Lc 16, 19-31 
 
Viernes Gn 37, 3-4. 12-13. 17-28;  
 Sal 104, 16-17. 18-19. 20-21; 
 Mt 21, 33-43. 45-46 
 
Sábado Mi 7, 14-15. 18-20;  
 Sal 102, 1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12; 
 Lc 15, 1-3. 11-32 
 
Domingo Ex 17, 3-7; Sal 94, 1-2. 6-7. 8-9; 
 Rom 5, 1-2. 5-8;  
 Jn 4, 5-42 o  
 Jn 4, 5-15. 19b-26. 39a. 40-42 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
CLOTHING DRIVE

The St. Vincent dePaul truck will be in our parking lot 
the weekend of March 18 & 19

for our Clothing Drive!!

Donations may be dropped off before and after 
the 4:00 mass on Saturday and on Sunday until noon.

We will accept...

 Clothing, shoes, linens and books in good or bad 
condition. No baby equipment such as cribs, walkers, 
strollers, playpens, etc.

 Small housewares and electronics – dishes, glassware, 
utensils, toasters, blenders, coffee makers, radios, cd 
players, etc. SORRY NO TELEVISIONS.

 For furniture and large item donations please call 
630-231-4658 to schedule a home pickup at a later date or 
email us at: saintvincentdonate@gmail.com.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Lenten Schedule
Parish Mission - March 20 & 21 

7:00-8:30 pm 

Reconciliation 
7:00-8:30 pm - March 27-31

Magnify 7:00-8:30 pm - March 29 

Multiple priests available 

Also regular reconciliation times 

Stations of the Cross 
Mar. 10, 17, 24, 31 & April 7 

12:00 pm in Spanish 

7:00 pm in English 

HOLY WEEK 

Holy Thursday - April 6 

Morning Prayer 8:00 am 

Mass of Lord’s Supper 7:00 pm 

Eucharistic Adoration 8:30 pm to midnight 

Good Friday - April 7 

Morning Prayer 8:00 am 

Spanish Stations of the Cross 12:00 pm 

Living Stations by Teens 3:00pm 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 7:00 pm 

Holy Saturday - April 8 

Morning Prayer 8:00 am 

Blessing of Baskets 12:00 pm 

No Reconciliations 

No 4:00 pm Mass 

Easter Vigil 8:00 pm 

Easter Sunday - April 9 

Mass in Church - 8:00a, 10:00am & Noon 

Mass in the Multi-Purpose Room - 10:00 am 

No 5:30 pm Mass 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish 
 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion Training 
Training for new Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
will take place in the Church on Sunday, March 12 from 2:00-
4:00 pm. Registered, participating parishioners age 16 or  
older who have been confirmed and attend mass regularly 
are eligible to become Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion. In addition, a refresher training for existing 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion will also take 
place in the Church on Sunday, March 12 from 2:00-3:00 pm. 
If you have any questions, please contact Kim Harris at  
kimharris73@yahoo.com. 
 

Knights of Columbus Scholarship Opportunity 
Applications for the 2023 Robert H Weaver Knights of 
Columbus College Scholarship program are now being 
accepted through Saturday June 17th 2023.  A total of $2,000 
will be awarded to students graduating from High School in 
2023 and attending a 2 or 4 year University program starting 
in the fall of 2023.  Applications can be found by visiting our 
link on the Parish Website.  Awards will be made in July.  
Good luck to all applicants.  Questions, please reach out to 
Jeff LeRoy, Grand Knight at jleroy53@hotmail.com.  
 

St. Peregrine Prayer Service 
All are invited to attend the St. Peregrine Prayer Service on 
Tuesday, March 14 after the 6:30pm Mass with Deacon Tony 
Leazzo. St. Peregrine is the patron saint of the sick, especially 
those experiencing cancer, serious illness or chronic illness. 
Anyone with physical, emotional, mental or spiritual health 
concerns would benefit from attending the prayer service. 
The relic of St. Peregrine will be present to venerate after 
the prayer service. 
 

Lenten Movie Night 
Parishioners are invited to attend a Lenten Movie Night in 
Room 211 on Friday, March 17th, at 7:30 p.m., immediately 
following the Stations of the Cross.  Our evening film will be 
“Love and Mercy: Saint Faustina,” which offers a great way 
to prepare for OLM’s celebration of Divine Mercy Sunday on 
April 16th, as well as your own Lenten journey. In this movie, 
viewers will experience God’s gentleness and clemency as 
they learn about Faustina’s life, how the popular Divine 
Mercy devotion was formed by Jesus’s words, and the 
intimacy between Jesus and Faustina as He taught her the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet and Novena. The film also includes 
new information from scientific analyses of the Divine Mercy 
Image as it compares to the Shroud of Turin, proving that 
Faustina did, indeed, see Christ Our Savior. 
For more information, call (630) 585-1865, or email: 
trollerw@live.com 

Care for Creation Corner 
 

Approximately a third of all food produced is discarded, and 
“whenever food is thrown out it is as if it were stolen from 
the table of the poor”. Pope Francis, Laudato Si (29) This 
week stand in solidarity with the hungry - find ways to limit 
food waste; one way - create a meal calendar, purchase only 
the items you will need; have family members make 
suggestions thus preparing meals they will enjoy and 
consume. Another way - start a compost box/bin using food 
scraps, peelings, even yard waste to produce “black gold”, a 
rich soil you can use to nourish gardens, plants, bushes and 
trees. Besides making rich soil it cuts down on waste that 
ends up in landfills, reducing the amount of methane—a 
greenhouse gas with a much greater warming potential than 
carbon dioxide. Here are some helpful links: 
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/composting-home  
https://www.lawnstarter.com/composting101  

LENTEN GUIDELINES 
Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois 

Fast and Abstinence Regulations 

1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to 
abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all 
the Fridays of Lent. 
 

2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years 
of age is bound to fast and to abstain on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday. 
 

3. On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only 
one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other 
meatless meals, sufficient to maintain strength, 
may be taken according to each one's needs, 
but together they should not equal another full 
meal. Eating between meals is not permitted on 
these two days, but liquids, including milk and 
fruit juices are allowed. When health or ability 
to work would be seriously affected, the law 
does not oblige. 
 

4. To disregard completely the law of fast and 
abstinence is seriously sinful. 
 

5. Lent is the principal season of penance in the 
Christian year; all, in addition to following the 
Lenten regulations, are strongly urged to de-
velop and follow a program of voluntary self-
denial, serious prayer, and a performance of 
works of charity and mercy. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 992,559

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 1,009,800

Amount Short of Budget $ (17,241)

02/19/23 Sunday Collection $ 32,362

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 30,600

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 1,762

For the Budget Year 2022/23 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 2%, to $30,600/week, to help 
expand our various Ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning.

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan)

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000

December, 2022 $ 421,834

January, 2023 $ 410,545

Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church  • Aurora, Illinois                                          9

If you have already pledged your support to the Catholic 
Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA), thank you! If we all participate, 
we can meet our parish’s CMAA goal of $141,900.  Each and 
every gift, large or small, makes a difference.

If you still need to make your gift, please prayerfully reflect on 
how you can best support the CMAA this year and ensure all in 
our diocese know that we belong to God.  There are many 
options for giving, from pledging to monthly recurring gifts. 
Pledge envelopes are still available in the church, or you can 
return the pledge card you received in the mail from the diocese 
or make a gift online at jolietdioceseappeal.org.

Remember, if we raise more than our goal, the diocese will 
return to us 70 percent of the amount over goal.  This is an 
amazing opportunity for our parish.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Fridays of the Month ............................................ 8:30-9:15am 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
First Friday of the Month ................................................. 12:00pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor ..................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 .. frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ....................... Fr. James Guarascio 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ..... frjames@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper .................. tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ................. tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ........... dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ........... deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac................ bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson .............. hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ............. Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ...................... franks@olmercy.com 
 

Pastoral Care .................................... Jolene LeRoy 
331-707-5380 ..................... jolenel@olmercy.com 
 

Evangelization & Communications ......... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ..........................zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Evangelization & Catechesis 
Director (Pre K-5) & RCIC ............. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 .................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12).......................... Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ..................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

RE Secretary  ................................. Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ...................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .............................Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ................................. Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ...................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ................. Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ....................... lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds .......................... Len Eickhoff 
630-631-1676 ......................... lene@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ........................... Voicemail-ext. 400 
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Bulletin Advertising

If you or someone you know is interested in 

advertising in this bulletin, contact the 

parish office or our sales team at

800.783.1623 or visit us online at 

www.diocesan.com

Benefitting you & your community with 
Value, Exposure and Credibilty.
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