


News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)  

Sometimes we come across a Gospel reading 
where we initially hear it and don’t know how to 
react!  This Sunday’s reading of Jesus initially 
rejecting the Canaanite woman is perhaps one of 
them. We may see Jesus’s treatment and 
response to her harsh and difficult to 
comprehend. Isn’t our faith in Jesus Christ based 
on his willingness to die for EVERYONE? Why does 
Jesus ignore this woman and then compare the 
Canaanite people to dogs?  

 
I’m sure there are various ways to approach this Gospel passage. One 
approach is to ask the question, “Could Jesus be testing the woman’s 
perseverance even in the midst of persecution, which is something the 
Apostles will eventually have to learn themselves?” I, however, would 
like to approach today’s Gospel with this main proposition about our 
own brokenness:  When God’s actions don't match up with our will, we 
seem to always perceive God’s actions as harsh and questionable.  
  
Have you ever wanted God to act or respond to a problem in your life? 
And what happened when your prayers were not answered in the ways 
you wanted them to?  Did you throw a fit? (As I have done many times) 
Did you feel like God didn’t have a plan for you, let alone love you?  
 
Yet, what is clear throughout the Scriptures is that God loves all of us 
and desires to bring salvation, not only to the Israelites, but to all 
people (cf. 1 Tim 2:4). We fail in our perception of God's plan in not 
understanding that God doesn’t always act the way we want Him 
to. We don’t see God’s greater picture of salvation. Jesus Christ came to 
fulfill the covenants (promises) given to the Israelites first, and then 
spread salvation to the whole world.  Hence Christ said, “I was sent only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matthew 15:24). And then 
after his death and resurrection he said, “Go, therefore and make 
disciples of ALL NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:16-20).  God’s plan from 
the very beginning was to bring all nations, including the Canaanite 
woman, into His Body the Church. Yet, in its proper time and way!  
 
Sometimes when God doesn’t act or respond the way we want Him too, 
we feel that God is harsh and unresponsive.  But what we need to 
realize is that the Lord’s love and plan is greater than our own.  He 
desires the good and salvation of all people, including you and me!  
Let’s, yes, learn from the Canaanite woman in perseverance, but more 
importantly trust in the Lord when He doesn’t respond in the way we 
want Him too!   
 
Father Michael 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, August 21 - Saint Pius X, Pope 

8:00 am † C.K. Georgekutty 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm Int Souls in Purgatory 

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, August 22 - Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary 

8:00 am Int Emma Rother, by The Reyes Family  
6:30 pm † Rey Sereno, by Siblings 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, August 23 - St Rose of Lima, Virgin 

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm † Timothy Weidenbacher, by Friends  
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, August 24 - St Bartholomew, Apostle 

6:30 am † Nancy Hilgenbrink, by Tom McGrath  
8:00 am † Connie Haag, by Shirley Staples 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, August 25 - St Louis; St Joseph Calasanz, Priest 

8:00 am  † Joan Seifrid, by Jolene LeRoy 

 
Saturday, August 26 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:30 am † Karen Loback, by Emily & Mary Wojtalewicz  
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 Int of the People of Our Lady of Mercy  
† Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr., by Family 

 
Sunday, August 27 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Sally Coit, by Family 

10:00 am † Dolores Swanson, by Kim Harris 
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm † Hugh Hoerdeman, by Judy Zeno  
5:30 pm † Jim & Jane Darby, by Mary Campos 

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.  
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
August 26 & 27 

Deacons will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Frank 

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Michael 

 10:00 am Fr Frank 

 12:00 pm Fr Michael 

 5:30 pm Fr Frank 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. James Krcmarik 9. Fr Don McLaughlin 
2. Louise-Special Intention 10. People with Cancer 
3. Good Health 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Peace 12. The Sick 
5. The Pluskota Family 13. First Responders 
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. The JTB Family 
7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Vocations 
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Patricia Gebhardt  
Jim Gray 
David Griffins 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Steve Johnson 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Michelle Maeirs 
Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Susan Mennenga 

Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Richard Muszynski 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Diane Pazos 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim & Carol Pluskota 
Diane Reiter 
Jackie Schiable 
Julia Schremp 
Christopher Shea 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

 
Those in service to our country 
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF 
Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy 
Nicholaus Laurie,US Marines 
SSG Sean Murphy, USMC 
Capt. Tara Trammell, US Army 
Roberto Ramos, US Army 
Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy 
SSG Gina Maro, USAF 
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF 
Aaron Godinez, US Marines 
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines 
Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army 
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine 
LTJG Marion Bautista, US Navy 
SSG Karla Venegas, US Army 
SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army 
Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army 
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy  
LT Daniel Moran, US Army 
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Noticias del P.I.T.  
(Párroco en Formación) 

¡A veces nos encontramos con una lectura del 
Evangelio donde inicialmente la escuchamos y no 
sabemos cómo reaccionar! La lectura de este 
domingo de Jesús rechazando inicialmente a la 
mujer Cananea es quizás una de ellas. Podemos 
ver el trato y la respuesta de Jesús a ella dura y 
difícil de comprender. ¿No se basa nuestra fe en 
Jesucristo en su voluntad de morir por TODOS? 
¿Por qué Jesús ignora a esta mujer y luego 
compara al pueblo Cananeo con perros? 

 

Estoy seguro de que hay varias maneras de abordar este pasaje del 
Evangelio. Un enfoque es hacer la pregunta: "¿Podría Jesús estar 
probando la perseverancia de la mujer incluso en medio de la 
persecución, que es algo que los Apóstoles eventualmente tendrán que 
aprender por sí mismos?" Sin embargo, me gustaría abordar el 
Evangelio de hoy con esta proposición principal sobre nuestro propio 
quebrantamiento: cuando las acciones de Dios no coinciden con nuestra 
voluntad, parece que siempre percibimos las acciones de Dios como 
duras y cuestionables. 
 

¿Alguna vez has querido que Dios actúe o responda a un problema en tu 
vida? ¿Y qué pasó cuando tus oraciones no fueron respondidas de la 
manera que querías? ¿Tuviste un ataque? (Como lo he hecho muchas 
veces) ¿Sentiste que Dios no tenía un plan para ti, y mucho menos 
amarte? 
 

Sin embargo, lo que está claro a lo largo de las Escrituras es que Dios 
nos ama a todos y desea traer la salvación, no sólo a los israelitas, sino a 
todas las personas (cf. 1 Tim 2: 4). Fallamos en nuestra percepción del 
plan de Dios al no entender que Dios no siempre actúa como queremos. 
No vemos la imagen más grande de Dios de la salvación. Jesucristo vino 
a cumplir los pactos (promesas) dados a los israelitas primero, y luego 
esparcir la salvación a todo el mundo. Por eso Cristo dijo: “Solo he sido 
enviado a las ovejas perdidas de la casa de Israel” (Mateo 15:24). Y 
luego, después de su muerte y resurrección, dijo: “Vayan, pues, y hagan 
discípulos a TODAS LAS NACIONES, bautizándolos en el nombre del 
Padre y del Hijo y del Espíritu Santo” (Mateo 28:16-20). El plan de Dios 
desde el principio fue traer a todas las naciones, incluyendo a la mujer 
Cananea, a Su Cuerpo, la Iglesia. ¡Sin embargo, en su debido tiempo y 
manera!   
 

A veces, cuando Dios no actúa o responde de la manera en que lo 
queremos, sentimos que Dios es duro e indiferente. Pero de lo que 
debemos darnos cuenta es que el amor y el plan del Señor son más 
grandes que los nuestros. ¡Él desea el bien y la salvación de todas las 
personas, incluidos ustedes y yo! ¡Aprendamos, sí, de la mujer Cananea 
en perseverancia, pero lo más importante es que confiemos en el Señor 
cuando Él no responde de la manera que nosotros también lo 
queremos! 
 

Padre Michael 

 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
 
Domingo Is 56, 1. 6-7;  
 Sal 66, 2-3. 5. 6 y 8;  
 Rom 11, 13-15. 29-32;  
 Mt 15, 21-28 
 
Lunes Ju 2, 11-19;  
 Sal 105, 34-35. 36-37. 39-40. 
 43ab y 44;  
 Mt 19, 16-22 
 
Martes Ju 6, 11-24;  
 Sal 84, 9. 11-12. 13-14;  
 Mt 19, 23-30 
 
Miércoles Ju 9, 6-15;  
 Sal 20, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7;  
 Mt 20, 1-16 
 
Jueves Apoc 21, 9b-14;  
 Sal 144, 10-11. 12-13ab. 17-18; 
 Jn 1, 45-51 
 
Viernes Rut 1, 1. 3-6. 14b-16. 22;  
 Sal 145, 5-6ab. 6c-7. 8-9a.  
 9bc-10;   
 Mt 22, 34-40 
 
Sábado Rut 2, 1-3. 8-11; 4, 13-17;  
 Sal 127, 1-2. 3. 4-5;  
 Mt 23, 1-12 
 
Domingo Is 22, 19-23;  
 Sal 137, 1-2a. 2bc-3. 6 y 8bc; 
 Rom 11, 33-36;  
 Mt 16, 13-20 
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Begins in September!

Are you interested in becoming Catholic or learn-
ing more about the process to become Catholic? 
Or are you curious about what initiation for adults 
means?

Our blessed Lord Jesus Christ said to Matthew 
“Follow me” and he rose and followed him. For 
Catholics, we respond in a similar way. The Chris-
tian way of life and becoming Catholic goes 
through a process of initiation, which is falling in 
love with Jesus and becoming His disciple. Through 
weekly meetings, we strive to help people learn 
how to respond to the prompting of God in their 
lives.

The best way to learn is by doing Catholic things 
and hanging around other Catholics. The way to 
practice being a Catholic and enter into this pro-
cess is through entering a way of life, as an ap-
prentice learns from a master and that master’s 
community.

Our blessed Lord Jesus is our master and becoming 
Catholic is a lot like being His apprentices. We call 
this process the Order of Christian Initiation for 
Adults often referred to as OCIA. It involves en-
countering the Word of God through the liturgies 
and personal study, engaging in a vibrant commu-
nity at Our Lady of Mercy, worship with fellow be-
lievers in Christ, learning to pray and be of service 
to others.

Meetings will take the form of classes on Monday 
evenings led by our pastor, Fr. Michael Kearney 
and parochial vicar, Fr. Frank Pusateri and an invi-
tation to fellowship gatherings on Thursday eve-
nings starting in September.

If you are interested in being Catholic or know of 
someone who is interested, take the next step in 
responding to God’s call by emailing: 
OCIA@olmercy.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish

Respect Life
Join us Friday, September 1, 2023.  The Respect Life 
Ministry invites you to stand and silently pray in front of 
Waterleaf Women’s Center on September 1, 2023. 
Prayer warriors are needed for one hour shifts 7 am - 4 
pm to change hearts and save lives. Our peaceful 
prayerful public witness is needed now more than ever 
with the influx of abortion bound women coming from 
out of state into Illinois as the abortion capital of the 
Midwest. Please prayerfully consider signing up via 
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/508054FADAC23A3FA7-olmfirst2
or call Lisa at (630) 236-3310. 

St. Peregrine Prayer Service 
All are invited to attend the in-person St. Peregrine 
Prayer Service on Tuesday, August  22 in the church 
after the 6:30pm Mass (at 7pm).  St. Peregrine is the 
patron saint of the sick, especially those experiencing 
cancer, serious illness, or chronic illness. Anyone 
experiencing physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual 
health concerns would benefit from attending the 
prayer service. The relic of St. Peregrine will be present. 

The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on display in the 
Atrium (Door B Entrancze). The board contains a “wishlist” 
of items used to prepare meals for 250 guests at the Hesed 
House homeless shelter, on the first Tuesday of each month.
Drop-off for all items is before all Masses on the weekend 
of September 2nd and 3rd, 2023.

Monetary donations can be made via the OLM Online Giving 
Portal (please specify donation is for Hesed House), or 
make checks payable to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and 
write on the memo “Hesed House-PADS”.

Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy.

Why & how should I read the Bible?
Do you know the Bible is the most successful literary 
creation ever, more influential than Shakespeare or 
any other great text?  It’s completely international.  
Homer has been translated into 40 languages, 
Shakespeare into 60, the Bible into well over 2,000—
ten times more than any other book.  It’s every 
publisher’s dream!  It’s the world’s bestseller—44 
million copies of the Bible sell every year.  God has 
given us guidelines of how to live—not because He 
hates us, but because He loves us and wants us to 
enjoy life to the full.  To learn more about why we 
should read God’s love letter to us, consider Alpha.  
Connect with Zara at 331-707-5381 or 
zara@olmercy.com.  #TryAlpha.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving 
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 174,182 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 186,000 

Amount Short of Budget $ (11,818) 

08/06/23 Sunday Collection $ 35,181 

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 31,000 

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 4,181 

For the Budget Year 2023/24 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 1.3%, to $31,000/week, to help 
expand our numerous varied Ministries. 

Thank you for your generosity!! 
  

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning. 

 

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan) 

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000 

June, 2023 $ 354,009 

July, 2023 $ 343,072 

Online Giving 
 
Online Giving is a great way to help your parish staff while sup-
porting Our Lady of Mercy. Signing up is easy! Just go to our 
church website at www.olmercy.com and click “Give” located in 
the menu at the top of the page, then look for the Online Giving 
logo to get started. If you need assistance, directions can be 
found on the parish website listed under the Online Giving Link. 
There is also a help video located on the Online Giving website.  It 
can be found at the top of each page.  
 
Note:  If you are giving online and would no longer like to re-
ceive envelopes in the mail, please inform the parish office.  
 
 
 
Look for this icon  
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We’re still here 
while you’re on vacation! 

 
Use Online Giving from your computer or  

smart device to schedule one-time or  
recurring donations! 

CMAA Pledge Report 
Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made in 
the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be paid 
so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have reached our 
goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal will be re-
turned to our parish for our needs. 

Parish Goal 141,900 $ 

Amount Pledged 167,711 $ 

Amount Paid 149,729 $ 

Remaining Balance 17,981 $ 

Rebate Amount 5,481 $ 

# of Families Pledged 481  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
First Friday of the Month ................................................. 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 
Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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For Advertising Information call:

616.299.2388

JEFF
INGERSOLL

1460 Bond St. Suite 
Naperville, IL 60563

See www.intentgen.com for important disclosur

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor
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