


News from P.I.T. (Priest in Training)  
 

There is a story about when St. Margaret Mary  
Alacoque, who received visions of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, spoke to a priest about her visions. The 
priest did not want either one of them to be de-
ceived, so he told her that if Jesus appeared to her 
again, to ask Him one question. He told her to ask 
Him what the last mortal sin he confessed was. 
When Jesus appeared to her again, Margaret Mary 
asked Him the question, Jesus looked at her and 
said, “I don’t remember.”  

 
Even though God knows everything, after He has forgiven our sins, it is 
as if that sin never happened. It is truly forgiven. Yet in the First Read-
ing, it says, “The vengeful will suffer the LORD’s vengeance, for he re-
members their sins in detail.” In order for us to be forgiven, we first 
need to forgive. This is what we pray in the Our Father: “Forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” If our hearts 
are not open to forgive others, how can they be open to receive for-
giveness?   
 
But how do we forgive? We have to start with what forgiveness is not. It 
is not saying that what the other person did to us is okay. I think that 
because we think that this, we end up like the unforgiving servant trying 
to choke his fellow servant, saying, “Pay back what you owe.” 
 
Instead, we need to acknowledge that what they did hurt us. Sr. Miriam 
James Heidland, SOLT, says that with Jesus, we even need to make an 
account of what that person did to hurt us. We do this, not to hold on 
to what they owe us, but instead to acknowledge the hurt we experi-
enced. But as we do this, we also need to acknowledge that justice is 
most likely not possible on this earth. That other person might not even 
be aware that they hurt us or even be sorry.  
 
Because justice is not possible on this earth, we know that God will 
bring about justice, if not in this life, in the next. Forgiveness is letting go 
of what they owe us, and instead giving that up to God, Who will bring 
about justice. Forgiveness is saying that I acknowledge that you hurt 
me, but I give that hurt, and you, to God.  
 
If God forgives as if He forgets our sins, are we called to forget how that 
person has hurt us? The Catechism of the Catholic Church says, “It is not 
in our power not to feel or to forget an offense; but the heart that 
offers itself to the Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies 
the memory in transforming the hurt into intercession.” When we for-
give, God can even transform those painful memories into sources of 
healing for us and the other person.  
 
I also invite you to pray with this Forgiveness Meditation from Sister  
Miriam: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTDWS6V3_Ow&t=393s  
 
Father Frank 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, September 18 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Barbara Saurer, by Roy Saurer 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm † Mark Atwood, by Family 

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, September 19 - St Januarius, Bishop & Martyr 

8:00 am Communion Service 
6:30 pm † Judy Popernik, by The Freeston Family 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, September 20 - Sts Andrew Kim Tae-gon &     

Paul Chong Ha-sang 
8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   

12:00 pm Communion Service  

12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, September 21 - St. Matthew, Apostle 

6:30 am † Cathy Lichay, by Family  
8:00 am Communion Service 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, September 22 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Lindsay Willis, by Cheryl & Ron Lohse  

 
Saturday, September 23 - St Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

8:30 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family  
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 † Lindsay Willis, by Loving Friends 
Int The Wagner Family, by The Jesse Family 

 
Sunday, September 24 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 † Scott Williams, by Tammy & Dan 

10:00 am Int of the People of Our Lady of Mercy  
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm † George Durante, by Willie Durante 
5:30 pm † Kenneth Anderson, by The Paluch Family 
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Our Lady of  Mercy

Weekend Masses
September 23 & 24

Father Frank will preach at all Masses.

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Michael Kearney

10:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri

12:00 pm Fr Michael Kearney

5:30 pm Fr Frank Pusateri

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Elizabeth Burwell 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Gary R. Ramsey 10. Richard Ciiombor
3. Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr. 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Good Health for Mike M. 12. The Sick
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Healthcare Providers
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Parishioners of OLM
7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Louise-Special Intention
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel.

For our sick, confined 
and their families.
David Bakke
Alfredo Chavez
Baby Riley Chick
Robert Ciulla
Michael Dandan
Mary Dunbar
Bridget Garry
Patricia Gebhardt 
Jim Gray
David Griffins
Nancy Higgins
Eric Hoerdemann
Cera Horste
Steve Johnson
Helen Joseph
Baby Penelope Keene
Michelle Maeirs
Kristen Manning
Susan Massett
Susan Mennenga

Bill Morse
La Moua
Richard Muszynski
Charlene Oates
Flo Paprzycki
Diane Pazos
Valerie Plesha
Jim & Carol Pluskota
Diane Reiter
Jackie Schiable
Margie Schoonover
Julia Schremp
Christopher Shea
Diane Singer
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
John Swanston
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Bernice Tokarski
Kathy Walowski
Judy Wiltgen

We Pray  
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your  immediate 
family member wish to be added to the Sick List.
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Noticias del P.I.T.  
(Sacerdote en Formación) 

Hay una historia sobre cuando Santa Margarita María 
Alacoque, quien recibió visiones del Sagrado Corazón 
de Jesús, habló con un sacerdote sobre sus visiones. El 
sacerdote no quería que ninguno de los dos se engaña-
ra, así que le dijo que, si Jesús se le aparecía otra vez, le 
hiciera una pregunta. Él le dijo que le preguntara cuál 
había sido el último pecado mortal que él había confe-
sado. Cuando Jesús se le apareció de nuevo, Margarita 
María le hizo la pregunta, Jesús la miró y dijo: "No lo 
recuerdo". 

 
Aunque Dios lo sabe todo, después de haber perdonado nuestros pecados, 
es como si ese pecado nunca hubiera ocurrido. Está verdaderamente per-
donado. Sin embargo, en la Primera Lectura dice: “Los vengativos sufrirán 
la venganza del Señor, porque él recuerda detalladamente sus pecados”. 
Para que seamos perdonados, primero debemos perdonar. Esto es lo que 
rezamos en el Padre Nuestro: “Perdona nuestras ofensas, como también 
nosotros perdonamos a los que nos ofenden”. Si nuestros corazones no 
están abiertos para perdonar a los demás, ¿cómo pueden estar abiertos 
para recibir el perdón? 
 
Pero ¿cómo perdonamos? Tenemos que empezar con lo que no es el per-
dón. No quiere decir que lo que la otra persona nos hizo esté bien. Creo 
que, porque pensamos eso, terminamos como el servidor implacable que 
intenta estrangular a su compañero, diciéndole: “Paga lo que   debes”. 
 
En cambio, debemos reconocer que lo que hicieron nos lastimó. Sor Miriam 
James Heidland, SOLT, dice que, con Jesús, incluso necesitamos dar cuenta 
de lo que esa persona hizo para lastimarnos. Hacemos esto, no para afe-
rrarnos a lo que nos deben, sino para reconocer el dolor que experimenta-
mos. Pero al hacerlo, también debemos reconocer que lo más probable es 
que la justicia no sea posible en esta tierra. Es posible que esa otra persona 
ni siquiera se dé cuenta de que nos lastimó o ni siquiera se arrepienta. 
 
Debido a que la justicia no es posible en esta tierra, sabemos que Dios hará 
justicia, si no en esta vida, en la próxima. El perdón es dejar de lado lo que 
nos deben y, en cambio, entregárselo a Dios, quien hará justicia. El perdón 
es decir que reconozco que me lastimaste, pero entrego ese dolor, y tú, a 
Dios. 

 
Si Dios perdona como si olvidara nuestros pecados, ¿estamos llamados a 
olvidar cómo esa persona nos ha lastimado? El Catecismo de la Iglesia Cató-
lica dice: “No está en nuestro poder no sentir u olvidar una ofensa; pero el 
corazón que se ofrece al Espíritu Santo convierte la herida en compasión y 
purifica la memoria transformando el dolor en intercesión”. Cuando perdo-
namos, Dios puede incluso transformar esos recuerdos dolorosos en fuen-
tes de sanación para nosotros y la otra persona. 
 
También los invito a orar con esta Meditación del Perdón de Sor Miriam: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WTDWS6V3_Ow&t=393s  
 

Padre Frank 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
Domingo Sir 27, 33—28, 9  
 Sal 102, 1-2. 3-4. 9-10. 11-12; 
 Rom 14, 7-9;  
 Mt 18, 21-35 
 
Lunes 1 Tm 2, 1-8;  
 Sal 27, 2. 7. 8-9;  
 Lc 7, 1-10 
 
Martes 1 Tm 3, 1-13;  
 Sal 100, 1-2ab. 2cd-3ab. 5. 6;  
 Lc 7, 11-17 
 
Miércoles 1 Tm 3, 14-16;  
 Sal 110, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6;  
 Lc 7, 31-35 
 
Jueves Ef 4, 1-7. 11-13;  
 Sal 18, 2-3. 4-5;  
 Mt 9, 9-13 
 
Viernes 1 Tm 6, 2-12;  
 Sal 48, 6-7. 8-10. 17-18. 19-20; 
  Lc 8, 1-3 
 
Sábado 1 Tm 6, 13-16;  
 Sal 99, 2. 3. 4. 5;  
 Lc 8, 4-15 
 
Domingo Is 55, 6-9;  
 Sal 144, 2-3. 8-9. 17-18;  
 Fil 1, 20-24. 27;  
 Mt 20, 1-16 
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For High School teens (Grades 9-12)
Chosen Confirmation Program for 

Teens!

Chosen will start on Sunday, Sept 17th from 7-8pm in 
the Church with a Parent/Teen Kick-Off Night. All 
teens who have registered for the program should 
attend this night. Go here for Information and Online 
Sign-up: https://olmercy.com/formation/li ht/

Teen Mission Trip 2024 is to Winchester, KY on July 7
-13. More information & sign-up will be coming soon!

Teens can Sign-up for Service and Discipleship oppor-
tunities here: https://olmercy.com/formation/li ht/
service-discipleship-projects/

For middle School teens (Grades 6-8)

For High School teens (Grades 9-12)

EDGE Nights meet twice a month on Monday eve-
nings for 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Please sign-up for 
EDGE & information by going to our webpage here: 
https://olmercy.com/formation/edge/

Chosen Confirmation Program for Teens!
Chosen will start on Sunday, Sept 17th from 7-8pm in 
the Church with a Parent/Teen Kick-Off Night. All 
teens who have registered for the program should 
attend this night. Go here for Information and Online 
Sign-up: https://olmercy.com/formation/li ht/

Teen Mission Trip 2024 is to Winchester, KY on July 7
-13. More information & sign-up will be coming soon!

Teens can Sign-up for Service and Discipleship oppor-
tunities here: https://olmercy.com/formation/li ht/
service-discipleship-projects/

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish 
 

St. Peregrine Prayer Service 
All are invited to attend the in-person St. Peregrine Prayer 
Service on Tuesday, September 19 in the church after the 
6:30pm Mass (at 7pm). St. Peregrine is the patron saint of the 
sick, especially those experiencing cancer, serious illness, or 
chronic illness. Anyone experiencing physical, emotional, 
mental, or spiritual health concerns would benefit from 
attending the prayer service. The relic of St. Peregrine will be 
present.  
 
  

Blessing of the Animals 
Bring your pet and join us at 12:00 pm on Saturday, October 7 
at the circle drive for a blessing of the animals. All God’s 
creatures are welcome!  
 
 

PADS/Hesed House Ministry 
The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on display in the 
Atrium (Door B Entrance). The board contains a “wishlist” of 
items used to prepare meals for 250 guests at the Hesed 
House homeless shelter, on the first Tuesday of each month. 
Drop-off for all items is before all Masses on the weekend of 
September 30th and October 1st, 2023. Monetary donations 
can be made via the OLM Online Giving Portal (please specify 
donation is for Hesed House), or make checks payable to Our 
Lady of Mercy Church, and write on the memo “Hesed House-
PADS”. Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy. 
 
 

Undy Sunday 
Did you know that new underwear and socks are the most-
requested but least-donated items at Catholic Charities? 
These basic items (new underwear, warm socks, a fresh 
diaper) are truly treasures to those who are living in poverty.  
  

Our Lady of Mercy is helping Catholic Charities, Diocese of 
Joliet and the individuals and families they serve by collecting 
the following NEW items for children and adults living in low-
income households: 
  

Women's socks (all sizes) 
Men's boxers and boxer briefs (all sizes) 

  

The collection will be held Saturday, October 14th and 
Sunday, October 15th, 2023 

  

Monetary donations can also be made online at 
catholiccharitiesjoliet.org.  
  

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of the poor and 
vulnerable in our community! 

 
The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on 
display in the Atrium (Door B Entrance). The 
board contains a “wishlist” of items used to 
prepare meals for 250 guests at the Hesed 
House homeless shelter, on the first Tuesday of 
each month.  
 
Drop-off for all items is before all Masses on 
the weekend of September 30th and October 
1st, 2023. Monetary donations can be made via 
the OLM Online Giving Portal (please specify 
donation is for Hesed House), or make checks 
payable to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and write 
on the memo “Hesed House-PADS”. 
 
Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy. 

Join the Crafty Souls For A 
12 Hour Craft Event! 

Saturday, October 7  
9:00 am to 9:00 pm 

 

Bring your favorite project and spend the day  
crafting in the Multi-Purpose Room.   

 

Registration deadline is September 30 and  
the $25 fee includes lunch and dinner. 

 

Contact olmcraftysouls@gmail.com  
for more information and to register. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving 
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 288,232 

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 310,000 

Amount Short of Budget $ (21,768) 

09/03/23 Sunday Collection $ 35,365 

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 31,000 

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 4,365 

For the Budget Year 2023/24 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 1.3%, to $31,000/week, to help 
expand our numerous varied Ministries. 

Thank you for your generosity!! 
  

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning. 

 

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan) 

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000 

July, 2023 $ 343,072 

August, 2023 $ 319,294 

Online Giving 
 
Online Giving is a great way to help your parish staff while sup-
porting Our Lady of Mercy. Signing up is easy! Just go to our 
church website at www.olmercy.com and click “Give” located in 
the menu at the top of the page, then look for the Online Giving 
logo to get started. If you need assistance, directions can be 
found on the parish website listed under the Online Giving Link. 
There is also a help video located on the Online Giving website.  It 
can be found at the top of each page.  
 
Note:  If you are giving online and would no longer like to re-
ceive envelopes in the mail, please inform the parish office.  
 
 
 
Look for this icon  
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CMAA Pledge Report 
Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made in 
the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be paid 
so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have reached our 
goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal will be re-
turned to our parish for our needs. 

Parish Goal 141,900 $ 

Amount Pledged 169,883 $ 

Amount Paid 155,663 $ 

Remaining Balance 14,220 $ 

Rebate Amount 9,634 $ 

# of Families Pledged 484  

Our Lady of Mercy 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
1st Friday of the Month ................................................... 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 
Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 
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For Advertising Information call:
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JEFF
INGERSOLL

1460 Bond St. Suite 
Naperville, IL 60563

See www.intentgen.com for important disclosur

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor
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