
“Amen, I say to you, tax 
collectors and prostitutes are entering 

the kingdom of God before you.”
Matthew 21:31



News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)  
 

As someone who studied math, when I come 
across this Gospel, I think of the other possi-
ble sons that the man in the Gospel could 
have had. The first son says he will not work 
in the vineyard but changes his mind and 
works, while the second son says he will work 
but never actually does. Couldn't the man 
have had a son that said yes to the father's 

task and actually completed it? Wouldn't that be a perfect son, 
like me? Or couldn't the man have had a son that said no, and 
then didn't complete his task? Wouldn't that be a son who was 
completely depraved and separated?  
   
Of course, you could make up those possibilities, but Christ only 
puts two options in the story for a reason. Why? Well, none of us 
are perfect and none of us are completely depraved from God's 
grace!  And yet, don't we put ourselves and others in those cate-
gories all the time?  
   
How often do we try to pursue perfection, not only in our work 
and relationships, but also in our spiritual life? How many of us 
walk around thinking that nothing is wrong, and that everything 
is just fine?  It's an allusion that usually moves from indifference 
to despair. Usually those who believe they are perfect eventually 
see their allusion crumble and end up falling into despair! It con-
firms what the prophet Ezekiel shares with us in our first reading: 
“Thus says the Lord: You say, ‘The LORD's way is not fair!’ Hear 
now, house of Israel: Is it my way that is unfair, or rather, are not 
your ways unfair?” (Ezekiel 18:25)  
   
The Lord is not expecting us to be perfect, but to seek his mercy 
and love and to turn back to him when we fall. To live a life of 
conversion means that we can never stop turning back to 
him.  Let us not fall into this unfair way of thinking: where we feel 
either too perfect for the Lord, or too far from calling out to him 
in our failures.  Let us always trust that it is never too late to be 
redeemed by him. When we call out to him, the Lord will always 
respond!    
 
Father Michael 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 
Monday, October 2 - The Holy Guardian Angels 

8:00 am † Evan James “E.J.” Fleming  
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 
6:30 pm † Patricia Aguirre, by Family 

(Spanish Mass) 

 
Tuesday, October 3 - Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Jim & Jane Darby, by Mary Campos 

6:30 pm Int Eugene Wabomnor, by Family 
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Wednesday, October 4 - St Francis of Assisi 

8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   
12:00 pm † Sophie Kerkla, by Carolyn Kerkla 
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 

 
Thursday, October 5 - Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos 

6:30 am † Mary Lou Kauffman, by Kim Harris  
8:00 am † Richard Dickinson, by Mary Nemetz 
8:30 am Eucharistic Adoration 
6:00 pm Benediction 

 
Friday, October 6 - Blessed Marie Rose Durocher 

8:00 am  † Hortensia Masangcay, by Shirley Staples  
12:00 pm In Thanksgiving, by Pagay Family 

 
Saturday, October 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary 

8:30 am † Patrice Klasinski  
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 
4:00 pm Vigil - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 † Helean Ray, by Betty & Frank Dudek 
† Bill Jesse, by Nancy & Jose Luna 

 
Sunday, October 8 - 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 
 Int of the People of Our Lady of Mercy  

10:00 am † Dolores Marion Cooper, by Penny & Gary Mayer 
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm Int Diaz Family, by Mom 
5:30 pm † Gerard C. King, by Robert & Dawn Pellegrini 
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
October 7 & 8 

Father Frank will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri 

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Michael Kearney 

 10:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri 

 12:00 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

 5:30 pm Fr Frank Pusateri 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. George Durante 9. Fr Don McLaughlin 
2. Good Health for M.M. 10. Connie 
3. James Krcmarik 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Louise—Special Intention 12. The Sick 
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Anthony M. Loquercio Jr. 
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Gary R. Ramsey 
7. Baby Cerina Skye 15. Special Intention-K.S. 
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Patricia Gebhardt  
Jim Gray 
David Griffins 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Steve Johnson 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Michelle Maeirs 
Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Susan Mennenga 

Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Diane Pazos 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim & Carol Pluskota 
Diane Reiter 
Jackie Schiable 
Julia Schremp 
Christopher Shea 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 
 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

 
Those in service to our country 
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF 
Airman Melanie Hodges, US Navy 
Nicholaus Laurie,US Marines 
SSG Sean Murphy, USMC 
Capt. Tara Trammell, US Army 
Roberto Ramos, US Army 
Lt. Joshua Puscas, US Navy 
SSG Gina Maro, USAF 
Juan Gabriel Sindac, USAF 
Aaron Godinez, US Marines 
LC/Cprl Ryan Ludwig, US Marines 
Capt. Brian Strohmaier, US Army 
Elizabeth Pattermann, US Marine 
LTJG Marion Bautista, US Navy 
SSG Karla Venegas, US Army 
SSG Jeremy Norris, US Army 
Capt. Carmen Lockett, US Army 
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy  
LT Daniel Moran, US Army 

Ordinary Time ∙ October 1, 2023 3 
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Noticias del P.I.T.  
(Párroco en Formación) 

Como alguien que estudió matemáticas, cuando me 

encuentro con este Evangelio, pienso en los 
otros posibles hijos que pudo haber tenido el 
hombre del Evangelio. El primer hijo dice que 
no trabajará en la viña pero cambia de opi-
nión y trabaja, mientras que el segundo hijo 
dice que trabajará pero nunca lo hace. ¿No 
podría el hombre haber tenido un hijo que 
hubiera dicho sí a la tarea del padre y real-

mente la hubiera completado? ¿No sería un hijo perfecto, como 
yo? ¿O no pudo el hombre haber tenido un hijo que dijo que no y 
luego no completó su tarea? ¿No sería ese un hijo completamen-
te depravado y separado? 
 
Por supuesto, pueden inventar esas posibilidades, pero Cristo 
sólo pone dos opciones en la historia por una razón. ¿Por qué? 
Bueno, ¡ninguno de nosotros es perfecto y ninguno de nosotros 
está completamente depravado de la gracia de Dios! Y, sin em-
bargo, ¿no nos ponemos a nosotros mismos y a los demás en 
esas categorías todo el tiempo? 
 
¿Con qué frecuencia intentamos buscar la perfección, no sólo en 
nuestro trabajo y nuestras relaciones, sino también en nuestra 
vida espiritual? ¿Cuántos de nosotros andamos pensando que 
nada está mal y que todo está bien? Es una alusión que suele pa-
sar de la indiferencia a la desesperación. ¡Por lo general, aquellos 
que creen que son perfectos eventualmente ven que su alusión 
se desmorona y terminan cayendo en la desesperación! Confirma 
lo que el profeta Ezequiel comparte con nosotros en nuestra pri-
mera lectura: “Esto dice el Señor: Si ustedes dicen: “No es justo el 
proceder del Señor”, escucha, casa de Israel: ¿Conque es injusto 
mi proceder? ¿No es más bien el proceder de ustedes el injus-
to?” (Ezequiel 18:25). 
 
El Señor no espera que seamos perfectos, sino que busquemos su 
misericordia y amor y que volvamos a él cuando caemos. Vivir 
una vida de conversión significa que nunca podemos dejar de vol-
vernos a él. No caigamos en esta forma injusta de pensar: en la 
que nos sentimos demasiado perfectos para el Señor o demasia-
do lejos de invocarlo en nuestros fracasos. Confiemos siempre en 
que nunca es tarde para ser redimidos por él. Cuando lo invoca-
mos, ¡el Señor siempre responderá! 
 
Padre Michael 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
Domingo Ez 18, 25-28;  
 Sal 24, 4bc-5. 6-7. 8-9;  
 Fil 2, 1-11 o Fil 2, 1-5;  
 Mt 21, 28-32 
 
Lunes Zac 8, 1-8;  
 Sal 101, 16-18. 19-21. 29 y 22-23;  
 Mt 18, 1-5. 10 
 
Martes Zac 8, 20-23;  
 Sal 86, 1-3. 4-5. 6-7;  
 Lc 9, 51-56 
 

Miércoles Neh 2, 1-8;  
  Sal 136, 1-2. 3. 4-5. 6;  
  Lc 9, 57-62 
 
Jueves Neh 8, 1-4. 5-6. 8-12;  
 Sal 18, 8. 9. 10. 11;  
 Lc 10, 1-12 
 
Viernes Bar 1, 15-22;  
 Sal 78, 1-2. 3-5. 8. 9;  
 Lc 10, 13-16 
 
Sábado Bar 4, 5-12. 27-29;  
 Sal 68, 33-35. 36-37;  
 Lc 10, 17-24 
 
Domingo Is 5, 1-7;  
 Sal 79, 9 y 12. 13-14. 15-16. 19-20; 
 Fil 4, 6-9;  
 Mt 21, 33-43 
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Knights News: 
Knights of Columbus Council 12005 
Our Lady of Mercy 
 
Blood Drive:  We were able to collect 19 units of blood 
at our last drive on 8/5!  Thanks to all who came and 
gave so others can live – you saved 37 lives!  Our next 
drive will be Saturday 11/11 from 8 – 12.  Please mark 
your calendar and watch the bulletin for registration 
information. 
Mobile Food Pantry:  We continue to serve between 
125 – 200 families each month at the Mobile Food 
Pantry in our parking lot.  Thanks to all who volunteer.  
Our next pantry will be 10/18 and will start at 4:00. If 
you would like to help, please plan to arrive by 3:30. 
Food distribution starts at 4:00. 
Pancake Breakfast:  We were able to purchase 36 
winter coats for kids and teens and donate them to 
Catholic Charities of Joliet.  Thank you to all who came 
and donated to this great cause.  Our next breakfast will 
be Sunday Nov 12th with profits benefiting Waterleaf. 
Scholarship Program:  Congratulations to our 2023 
Scholarship winners!  Mallory McCarron – University of 
Iowa, Bethany Beltz – Augustana College, Nathan Feliz – 
UIC, Angelina Tse – University of Illinois.  We wish them 
much success in their college careers. 
Annual Tootsie Role Drive:  You may have seen us the 
weekend of 9/15-17 on street corners, outside Mass or 
at the train station collecting for our annual ID Drive.  
95% of the money we collect stay right here in our 
community.  We donate our collection proceeds to Gigi’s 
Playhouse, Waubonsie Valley Special Olympics and the 
Neuqua Valley Special Education program.  All of your 
donations are greatly appreciated. 
Thinking of becoming a Knight?  Are you ready to make 
a difference in your Parish, local community and the 
world, then consider joining the Knights of Columbus.  
We meet once a month and are involved in countless 
activities promoting the Catholic Faith and strong family 
values.  Membership is open to all practicing Catholic 
men aged 18 and up, it will only take 30 minutes of your 
time and you can become part of the largest Catholic 
Men’s service organization in the world.  Our guiding 
principle is Charity and we need you to help us make a 
difference!  For information reach out to Jeff LeRoy, 
Grand Knight, at jleroy53@hotmail.com or call 630-336-
7728. 

The Extraordinary Graces & Gifts 
of the Divine Mercy Devotion 

 
You’re invited to discover, “The Extraordinary Graces 
and Gifts of the Divine Mercy Devotion,” during a 
special seminar Tuesday, October 10th, at 7 p.m. in PLC 
Room 208.  

 
After examining the relationship between the Passion of 
Christ and Divine Mercy, our 90-minute seminar will 
delve into the direct words of Jesus as our “King of 
Divine Mercy,” as revealed in Saint Faustina’s Diary, 
“Divine Mercy in My Soul.” Most prominent are the 
following words of Jesus, which today are revered as His 
Extraordinary Promise and among His greatest acts of 
mercy for those souls who trust in Him: 
 
“On that (Divine Mercy) Feast Day, the depths of My  

mercy will be open to all…The soul that will go to  
Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain  

complete forgiveness of sins and punishment.” 
 
In addition to preparing for OLM’s celebration of the 
Divine Mercy Feast Day that will take place Sunday, 
April 7, 2024, the seminar will cover many facets of 
Divine Mercy that Jesus, through St. Faustina, made 
available for us each day of the year: 
  

Praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
Reciting His Novena of Chaplets 

Contemplating the Divine Mercy Image  
Daily Observance of the 3 p.m. Hour of Mercy  

Practicing Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy 
 
A highlight of our October 10th seminar will be a group 
recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  Pamphlets 
featuring both the Chaplet and the Chaplet Novena will 
be made available to all.  No registration is required, but 
please be sure to bring your Rosary!  For more 
information, e-mail trollerw@live.com or call  
(630) 585-1865. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join the Crafty Souls For A
12 Hour Craft Event!

Saturday, October 7 
9:00 am to 9:00 pm

Bring your favorite project and spend the day 
crafting in the Multi-Purpose Room.  

Registration deadline is September 30 and 
the $25 fee includes lunch and dinner.

Contact olmcraftysouls@gmail.com 
for more information and to register.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Around the Parish

Holy Hour Devotion
You are invited to the Holy Hour Devotion to the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus on the First Friday of each month at 10:30 am 
in English (crying room) and Spanish. The Holy Hour is an Act 
of Reparation to the Sacred Heat of Jesus to offer in repara-
tion for sins and which had its origin in the apparitions of 
Jesus to Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque in Paray-le-Monial in 
France. 

Walking Through Grief
Experiencing the loss of a loved one is a difficult journey. Our 
Lady of Mercy is offering a supportive place for participants 
(ages 18 and older) to walk through grief together in a faith 
community to find hope and healing.  Walking Through Grief
is a weekly support group for six weeks from 1:00PM to 
2:30PM on the following Mondays: October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
and November 6 in Room 202 in the Parish Life Center.  If 
you would like to attend or have questions, please call Jolene 
at 331-707-5380. 

Pregnancy & Infant Loss Remembrance 
Please save the date on Sunday, October 15th, after the 
10am Mass for the Pregnancy & Infant Loss Remembrance 
Day Memorial Service by the monument near the outdoor 
Stations of the Cross in our parish grounds for parents whose 
lives are irrevocably altered by the passing of their children, 
during pregnancy, at birth and in infancy.

The beautiful monument, donated by the Sincora and Savoie 
Families in loving memory of Rose Christine Sincora, is 
shaped like an expectant mother and remembers our littlest 
babies in heaven while giving families and friends a place to 
remember babies who were so wanted and are forever loved 
and missed.

Brogan Family Coat Drive
Mike and Carole Brogan were icons at Our Lady of Mercy. 
Both passed away in 2019. One of the ways they supported 
our parish was a yearly coat drive. They would literally pack 
up their car with donations to the point that they could bare-
ly see out of their car windows. Their family and our church 
would like to continue this mission by asking for donations of 
new and gently used coats, hats, boots, and gloves. The do-
nations for women and children will benefit Mutual Ground 
and the donations for men's items will benefit Breaking Free. 
On Sunday, October 29th from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm a trailer 
will be in the OLM parking lot accepting the donations. 
Please support this mission to carry on this tradition that is 
near and dear to our hearts. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 341,832

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 372,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (30,168)

09/17/23 Sunday Collection $ 26,501

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 31,000

Amount Short of Goal $ (4,499)

For the Budget Year 2023/24 we have Increased the 
Parish Sunday goal by 1.3%, to $31,000/week, to help 
expand our numerous varied Ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in 
your will and estate planning.

Parish Life Center  (Construction Loan)

April, 2009 $ 1,950,000

July, 2023 $ 343,072

August, 2023 $ 331,509
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CMAA Pledge Report
Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made in 
the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be paid 
so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have reached our 
goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal will be re-
turned to our parish for our needs.

Parish Goal 141,900$

Amount Pledged 170,858$

Amount Paid 158,402$

Remaining Balance 12,456$

Rebate Amount 11,551$

# of Families Pledged 484

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
First Friday of the Month ................................................. 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Diane Reiter, ext. 221. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 
Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 
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