


News from P.I.T. (Priest in Training)  
 

As a kid, I loved to watch the Tobey Maguire 
Spiderman with my dad and my brother. Be-
cause of this, I was dismayed when they decided 
to reboot the series with a new actor, Andrew 
Garfield, and I refused to watch it. After this, it 
was rebooted once again with another actor, 
Tom Holland. I thought, “If I didn’t watch the 
Andrew Garfield reboot, I’m definitely not going 
to watch this one.” But in the most recent Spi-
derman movie, No Way Home, something sur-

prising happened. (This movie came out in 2021, so I don’t feel guilty 
about giving spoilers). The filmmakers decided to bring back the two 
other Spiderman actors, and make them part of the story, as Spider-
men from different universes. As a result, their stories continued and 
were even able to find satisfying conclusions. 

 
At first glance, it seems like God is trying to reboot humanity in the 
Great Flood, having Noah replacing Adam in the starring role of the 
father of humanity. And if this were the case, it would seem to be a 
mistake. Noah ultimately has his own fall like Adam, and evil still per-
sists in the heart of man. But God is not really trying to reboot human-
ity. If anything, He is showing us that this is impossible. In the First 
Reading, God renews the covenant with creation that He had created 
with Adam and promises never to allow a Great Flood to destroy hu-
manity in the future. He invites Noah to remember Adam, giving him 
an opportunity to return to Adam’s goodness while also having a 
chance to move beyond his mistakes. 

 
Throughout salvation history, we see many more figures arise like No-
ah, receiving a chance to enter into relationship with God, but to 
greater or lesser degrees falling short. Finally, in the Gospel, we come 
to Jesus, and perhaps once again, it seems like a reboot. Like Adam, 
Jesus is tempted by Satan, and like Adam, Jesus lives in harmony with 
angels and wild beasts. But unlike Adam, Jesus conquers Satan, and as 
He does this, He is not trying to erase the memory of Adam. Instead, 
He is beginning a new chapter in the story, in fact the culmination of 
the story. Jesus takes up everything that has come before Him, but 
rather than erasing it or repeating it, He fulfills it. 

 
As we begin Lent, it might seem like it’s time for a reboot, to give up 
what we’ve done in the past and start again. As tempting as it might 
be, we shouldn’t try to start with a blank slate. Instead, we should see 
it as a new chapter in our story, a chapter where we begin again, while 
also keeping in mind all that has gone before us to help us to avoid 
similar sins in the future. This Lent is the latest part of our story, and 
with God’s help, we don’t have to reboot it, but instead write the most 
interesting chapter so far. 
 

Father Frank 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, February 19 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † Bill Jesse, by Barb Jesse 

6:30 pm † Special Intention 
(Spanish Mass) 

 

Tuesday, February 20 - Lenten Weekday 
8:00 am † Victor Loteyro 

6:30 pm † Joan Pauley 

7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 
 

Wednesday, February 21 - St Peter Damian 
8:00 am Eucharistic Adoration   

12:00 pm † Barbara Saurer, by Roy Saurer 

12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard) 
 

Thursday, February 22 - The Chair of St Peter the Apostle 
6:30 am † Dcsd Members of the Booker Family 

8:00 am † Christine Holbrook, by Family 
 

Friday, February 23 - St Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr 
8:00 am  † Roshney Simon, by The Abraham Family 

 

Saturday, February 24 - Lenten Weekday 
8:30 am † Tony Olkewicz, by Joe & Pat Seguino 

9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM) 

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM) 

4:00 pm Vigil - Second Sunday of Lent 

 † George Steve Wood by Barbara Wood 
† Brendan Looney & Gold Star Families 
                                                by Martin Kadziela 

 

Sunday, February 25 - Second Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family 

 † Benjamin Pe Binto, by The Raiz Family 

10:00 am † George Durante, by Willie Durante 
(Live Streamed) 

12:00 pm The People of Our Lady of Mercy 

5:30 pm † Villa Paz Dagang, by Family 

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.  

Silent adoration takes place in 
the Adoration Chapel  

Monday through Friday  
8:30 am to 10:00 pm. 
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Our Lady of  Mercy 

Weekend Masses 
February 24 & 25 

Father Michael will preach at all Masses. 

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

Sunday 8:00 am Fr Frank Pusateri 

 10:00 am Fr Michael Kearney 

 12:00 pm Fr Frank Pusateri 

 5:30 pm Fr Michael Kearney 

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps 
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions. 

1. George Durante 9. Fr Don McLaughlin 
2. Good Health for M.M. 10. Matthew Carlson 
3. James Krcmarik 11. Special Intention-C.H. 
4. Special Intention for Julie 12. The Sick 
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z. 
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Anthony M. Loquercio Jr. 
7. Donald OReilly 15. My Health-L.T. 
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless 
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel. 

For our sick, confined 
and their families. 
David Bakke 
Michael Butler 
Alfredo Chavez 
Baby Riley Chick 
Robert Ciulla 
Michael Dandan 
Mary Dunbar 
Bridget Garry 
Patricia Gebhardt  
Jim Gray 
Kelly Greenheck 
Nancy Higgins 
Eric Hoerdemann 
Cera Horste 
Bob Jones 
Helen Joseph 
Baby Penelope Keene 
Nina Keehn 
Keith Kuchinski 
Michelle Maeirs 

Kristen Manning 
Susan Massett 
Susan Mennenga 
Bill Morse 
La Moua 
Charlene Oates  
Flo Paprzycki 
Valerie Plesha 
Jim & Carol Pluskota 
Jackie Schiable 
Julia Schremp 
Christopher Shea 
Diane Singer 
Hedy Sterling 
Thomas F. Sterling 
John Swanston 
Rev. Gerald Tivy 
Bernice Tokarski 
Jason Toledo  
Kathy Walowski 
Judy Wiltgen 
 

Please note: Due to the 
government legislation 
regarding patient privacy, 
names of people to be 
prayed for at Mass or in 
the Bulletin can be listed 
only if that person, or in the 
case of their incapacitation, 
the person delegated to 
their medical care, calls to 
give permission. 
 
Please let the Parish Office 
know of names which may 
be removed from the sick 
list. 

We Pray 
Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member wish to be added to the Sick List. 

 
 
 
 

The Parish 
Office will be 

closed Monday, 
February 19th  

in honor of 
Presidents Day. 
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Cuando era niño, me encantaba ver el Hombre 
Araña con Tobey Maguire con mi papá y mi her-
mano. Por eso me sentí consternado cuando deci-
dieron hacer una nueva versión de la serie con un 
nuevo actor, Andrew Garfield, y me negué a verla. 
Después de esto, se relanzó una vez más con otro 
actor, Tom Holland. Pensé: "Si no vi la nueva ver-
sión de Andrew Garfield, definitivamente no veré 
esta". Pero en la película más reciente del Hombre 
Araña, No Way Home, sucedió algo sorprendente. 
(Esta película salió en el 2021, así que no me siento 
culpable por dar previos). Los productores decidie-

ron traer de vuelta a los otros dos actores del Hombre Araña y hacerlos 
parte de la historia, como Hombres Arañas de universos diferentes. Como 
resultado, sus historias continuaron e incluso pudieron encontrar conclu-
siones satisfactorias. 

 
A primera vista, parece que Dios está tratando de hacer una nueva versión 
de la humanidad en el Gran Diluvio, con Noé reemplazando a Adán en el 
papel protagónico del padre de la humanidad. Y si así fuera, parecería un 
error. En última instancia, Noé sufre su propia caída como Adán, y el mal 
aún persiste en el corazón del hombre. Pero Dios en realidad no está tra-
tando de reiniciar a la humanidad. En todo caso, nos está mostrando que 
esto es imposible. En la Primera Lectura, Dios renueva la alianza con la 
creación que había creado con Adán y promete nunca permitir que un 
Gran Diluvio destruya a la humanidad en el futuro. Invita a Noé a recordar 
a Adán, dándole la oportunidad de regresar a la bondad de Adán y al mis-
mo tiempo tener la oportunidad de ir más allá de sus errores. 

 
A lo largo de la historia de la salvación, vemos surgir muchas más figuras 
como Noé, que reciben la oportunidad de entrar en relación con Dios, 
pero que en mayor o menor grado se quedan cortas. Finalmente, en el 
Evangelio llegamos a Jesús, y quizás una vez más parezca un reinicio. Co-
mo Adán, Jesús es tentado por Satanás y, como Adán, Jesús vive en armo-
nía con los ángeles y las fieras. Pero a diferencia de Adán, Jesús vence a 
Satanás y, al hacerlo, El no intenta borrar la memoria de Adán. En cambio, 
Él está comenzando un nuevo capítulo en la historia, de hecho, la culmina-
ción de la historia. Jesús retoma todo lo que le ha precedido, pero en lugar 
de borrarlo o repetirlo, lo cumple. 

 
Al comenzar la Cuaresma, puede parecer que es hora de reiniciar, de 
abandonar lo que hemos hecho en el pasado y comenzar de nuevo. Por 
muy tentador que sea, no deberíamos intentar empezar desde cero. Más 
bien, deberíamos verlo como un nuevo capítulo de nuestra historia, un 
capítulo en el que comenzamos de nuevo, teniendo al mismo tiempo en 
mente todo lo que nos ha precedido para ayudarnos a evitar pecados si-
milares en el futuro. Esta Cuaresma es la última parte de nuestra historia 
y, con la ayuda de Dios, no tenemos que reiniciarla, sino escribir el capítu-
lo más interesante hasta ahora.      

 

 

Lecturas de la Semana 
 
Domingo Gn 9, 8-15;  
 Sal 24, 4bc-5ab. 6-7bc. 8-9;  
 1 Pt 3, 18-22;  
 Mc 1, 12-15 

 
Lunes Lv 19, 1-2. 11-18;  
 Sal 18, 8. 9. 10. 15;  
 Mt 25, 31-46 

 
Martes Is 55, 10-11;  
 Sal 33, 4-5. 6-7. 16-17. 18-19;  
 Mt 6, 7-15  

 
Miércoles Jon 3, 1-10;  
 Sal 50, 3-4. 12-13. 18-19;  
 Lc 11, 29-32 

 
Jueves 1 Ped 5, 1-4;  
 Sal 22, 1-3a. 3b-4. 5. 6;  
 Mt 16, 13-19 

 
Viernes Ez 18, 21-28;  
 Sal 129, 1-2. 3-4ab. 4c-6, 7-8;  
 Mt 5, 20-26 

 
Sábado Dt 26, 16-19;  
 Sal 118, 1-2. 4-5. 7-8;  
 Mt 5, 43-48 

 
Domingo Gn 22, 1-2. 9-13. 15-18;  
 Sal 115, 10 y 15. 16-17. 18-19; 
 Rom 8, 31b-34;  
 Mc 9, 2-10 
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(Sacerdote en formación) 
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What is Lent?
Wednesday, February 14, 2024 

- Thursday, March 28, 2024

Lent is a 40 day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving 
that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on 
Holy Thursday. It's a period of preparation to celebrate 
the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. During Lent, we seek 
the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we 
serve by giving alms; and we practice self-control 
through fasting. We are called not only to abstain from 
luxuries during Lent, but to a true inner conversion of 
heart as we seek to follow Christ's will more faithfully. 
We recall the waters of baptism in which we were also 
baptized into Christ's death, died to sin and evil, and be-
gan new life in Christ.

Many know of the tradition of abstaining from meat on 
Fridays during Lent, but we are also called to practice self
-discipline and fast in other ways throughout the season. 
Contemplate the meaning and origins of the Lenten 
fasting tradition in this reflection. In addition, the giving 
of alms is one way to share God's gifts—not only through 
the distribution of money, but through the sharing of our 
time and talents. As St. John Chrysostom reminds us: 
"Not to enable the poor to share in our goods is to steal 
from them and deprive them of life. The goods we pos-
sess are not ours, but theirs." (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, no. 2446).

In Lent, the baptized are called to renew their baptismal 
commitment as others prepare to be baptized through 
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, a period of learn-
ing and discernment for individuals who have declared 
their desire to become Catholics.

Source: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
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https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/who-we-teach/rite-of-christian-initiation-of-adults/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/almsgiving-sacrifical-giving-catholics-lent.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/catholic-information-on-lenten-fast-and-abstinence.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/lent/catholic-reflection-on-lenten-fasting-father-daniel-merz.cfm
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OUR LADY OF MERCY CHURCH PADS/HESED HOUSE MINISTRY

OUR LADY of MERCY

The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on display in 
the Atrium (Door B Entrance). The board contains a 
“wishlist” of items used to prepare meals for 250 guests 
at the Hesed House homeless shelter, on the first Tues-
day of each month.

Drop-off for all items are before all Masses on the 
weekend of March 2nd and 3rd, 2024.

Monetary donations can be made via the OLM Online 
Giving Portal (please specify donation is for Hesed 
House), or make checks payable to Our Lady of Mercy 
Church, and write on the memo “Hesed House-PADS”.

Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy.

Around the Parish

The Rescue Project
Register now for The Rescue Project meets on Thurs-
days at 6:30 pm is an experience of the gospel sur-
rounded by food, conversation and prayer. It seeks to 
proclaim the gospel in a compelling and attractive way 
over eight weeks in a small group format.  This experi-
ence is imbued with beauty, authentic humanity and 
accompaniment.  The Rescue Project is proposing an-
other way to see reality through biblical lenses; it’s a 
way to make sense out of why things are going wrong 
when they go wrong, and why it is that even when 
times are tough, we don’t have to be anxious or afraid.

Christ Renews His Parish (CRHP)
The Renewal Weekends are fast approaching! Men’s 
Weekend is February 24 & 25.  Women’s Weekend is 
March 2 & 3.  Contact crhpolm@gmail.com with ques-
tions or register online.

Mobile Food Pantry
The next Mobile Food Pantry will be Wednesday, Febru-
ary 21st at 4:30 pm.

DisABILITIES Mass
Individuals with DisABILITIES/special needs are invited 
to join us with their friends and family for a special Dis-
ABILITIES mass on March 10th at 2:00 pm. If you know
an individual with a disability that is interested in enrol-
ling in our upcoming “Faith Buddies” gatherings this 
spring and/or a peer (must be 10 or older to be a peer) 
who might be interested in becoming a “faith buddy” to 
an individual with a disability, please contact Lydia at 
lydias@olmercy.com.

Lenten Fish Dinners
Friday Lenten Fish Dinners are back!!  March 8 and 
March 15 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm.  Tickets will go on sale 
soon!

St. Vincent DePaul Clothing Drive
It’s never too early to start cleaning out your closets! 
The truck for the next STVP Clothing Drive will be in the 
church parking lot from noon on Saturday, March 23 to 
approximately noon on Sunday, March 24.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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LENTEN GUIDELINES
Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois

Fasting and Abstinence Regulations

1. Everyone 14 years of age or over is bound to abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent.

2. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age is bound to fast and to abstain on Ash Wednes-
day and Good Friday.

3. On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full meatless meal is allowed. Two other meatless meals, sufficient to 
maintain strength, may be taken according to each one's needs, but together they should not equal another full meal. 
Eating between meals is not permitted on these two days, but liquids, including milk and fruit juices are allowed. 
When health or ability to work would be seriously affected, the law does not oblige.

4. To disregard completely the law of fast and abstinence is seriously sinful.

5. Lent is the principal season of penance in the Christian year; all, in addition to following the Lenten regulations, are 
strongly urged to develop and follow a program of voluntary self-denial, serious prayer, and a performance of works of 
charity and mercy.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 938,291

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 930,000

Amount in Excess of Budget $ 8,291

02/04/24 Sunday Collection $ 38,758

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 31,000

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 7,758

For the Budget Year 2023/24 we have Increased the Parish 
Sunday goal by 1.3%, to $31,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied Ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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Donating Made Easy!

Whether you are a registered parishioner with us or 
visiting, we are set up to receive donations online.

OSV is a secure online website that makes 
contributing to Our Lady of Mercy faster, easier, 

and accessible at anytime for donors.

Please visit the website at:
www.osvhub.com/olmercy

or scan the QR code to get started

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

Pledge your gift to the CMAA!  Contributing to the 2024 

Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal is a beautiful way we can 

put our faith into action by supporting the mission and im-

portant ministries of the Diocese of Joliet.

This year’s CMAA theme is For the Glory of God.  Caring for 

our brothers and sisters in need is a magnificent way to cele-

brate His glory.  Through our annual appeal, our parish joins 

with other parishes in the diocese to enrich the lives of those 

most vulnerable among us, grow our children in deep faith, 

and strengthen vocations.  We could not foster these and the 

many other ministries the CMAA supports on our own.  This is 

a diocese-wide effort.

Seventy percent of any amount we raise over our parish goal 

of $140,500 will be returned to us, a wonderful re-gifting of 

sorts, that affords us the opportunity to invest in the needs of 

our own parish.   

Please prayerfully reflect on how you can best support our 

annual appeal and help our parish reach its goal.  

Thank you!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church 
701 S. Eola Road  †  Aurora, IL 60504 
www.olmercy.com 
 
Parish Office 
Tel: (630) 851-3444  •  FAX: (630) 851-3468 
Monday-Thursday ................................................. 8:30am-4:00pm 
Friday .................................................................... 8:30am-1:00pm 
 
Mass Schedule 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday ................................... 8:00am 
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm 
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm 
Wednesday ...................................................................... 12:00pm 
Thursday................................................................6:30am, 8:00am 
Saturday .............................................................................. 8:30am 
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm 
Sunday ............................ 8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm 
 
Holy Days of Obligations 
Schedule varies.  Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or 
website. 
 
Confessions 
Tuesday ...................................................................... 7:00-8:00pm 
Saturday ............................................. 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm 
1st Friday of the Month ............................................. 8:30-9:15am 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:30-8:20pm 
Or by Appointment 
 
Prayer Chapel 
Open weekdays ..................................................... 7:00am-8:00pm 
 
Adoration 
Monday & Thursday .............................................. 8:30am-6:00pm 
Wednesdays ........................................................ 8:00am-12:00pm 
1st Friday of the Month ................................................... 12:00pm 
Last Wednesday of the Month at Magnify.……………...7:00-8:30pm 
 
Benediction 
Monday & Thursday ........................................................... 6:00pm 

New Parishioners 
We welcome you!  Please register by 
visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on “New 
Here” and choose “Join OLM” to fill 
out the online registration form. 
 
Sick and Homebound 
Contact the Parish Office so we may 
help you in any way possible. 
 
Hospitalization 
If you anticipate a hospitalization or 
are  admitted to an area hospital and 
would like a visit from a priest or 
Eucharistic Minister, please notify 
the parish office. 
 

Baptisms 
Registered parishioners wishing their 
child baptized must complete a 
parent workshop. Baptisms are not 
celebrated during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377. 
 
Weddings 
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at least six 
months prior to scheduling a 
wedding. Weddings may be 
scheduled no less than six months 
out in order to fulfill the diocesan 
marriage preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Simeo at 331-707-
5374. 

Parish Directory 
 
Parish Priests 
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney 
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........ frmichael@olmercy.com 
 

Parochial Vicar ................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri 
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com 

 
Permanent Deacons 
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com 
Dcn Tony Leazzo .......................... tonyl@olmercy.com 
Dcn Tony Martini ...................... tonym@olmercy.com 
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com 
Dcn Phil Rehmer ................. deaconphil@rehmer.com 
Dcn Bugsy Sindac...................... bugsys@olmercy.com 
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter 
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com 
 

Asst. to Pastor & Communications…...Theresa Simeo 
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresas@olmercy.com 
 

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan 
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com 
 

Family Faith Formation 
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC .................. Mary Jo Trapani 
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com 
 

Director (6-12)................................ Dave Miserendino 
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com 
 

FFF Secretary  ..................................... Karen Schwartz 
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com 
 

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy 
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall 
 

Administrative Staff 
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz 
331-707-5370 .......................... robertg@olmercy.com 
 

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter 
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com   
 

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia Schmitt 
331-707-5377 ............................. lydias@olmercy.com 
 

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick 
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400 
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