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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of Mercy
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News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)

I love Colorado!  I would always joke that those 
words would just come out of my mouth as I tried to 
grasp the majesty of the Rocky Mountains. I had a 
chance to live in Colorado for 4 years, 1 year in Colo-
rado Springs and 3 years in Boulder. In that time, I 
had a chance to hike some beautiful mountains, or 
14er's, which the locals called mountains that were 
14,000 feet above sea level.

One thing is clear; to climb a mountain takes a lot of work and prepara-
tion - and sometimes even training! It's interesting to see that the Scrip-
tures and early church writers both saw the spiritual journey as similar 
to climbing a mountain. Some of it has to do with the idea of climbing 
to the heights of heaven. But, it also reveals the simple truth of our 
faith; we can't be passive and we can't just stand still. We must always 
seek God's grace to grow ever closer to him; otherwise, we would just 
slide down the mountain due to our tendency to sin, known as concu-
piscence.

In the story of the Exodus, 
God revealed his ultimate 
power over creation through 
the 10 plagues. Then the 
Israelites were protected 
from Pharaoh and his army 
through the miraculous 
crossing of the Red Sea. And 
yet, after all that we see the 
Israelites slide into sin and 

desire to go back to Egypt, longing to return to slavery and worship of 
pagan idols. What happened?  They stopped surrendering and trusting 
in the Lord in the midst of the desert, even though they had seen his 
power. 

How many of us in our Christian journey have had a powerful encounter 
with God, only to doubt his love for us when we enter the desert of life 
or encounter a cross we did not want. The Israelites reaction was, “I 
want to go back to when life didn't involve the cross.”  

In the first reading, God reveals to the people that he will provide the 

food they need to make it through the desert. In the Gospel today, the 

Lord leads us into the Bread of Life Discourse, revealing that which will 

give us the strength to endure through the desert and crosses of life.  

He is going to give us his very self in the Eucharist at every Mass. As we 

come to our last year of the Eucharistic Revival, may the desire remain 

that we cling close to the Lord and that we stay close to the Eucharist. 

Let us pray that despite whatever we may be going through in our lives, 

we may always seek the grace of God in the Eucharist- that which will 

nourish and strengthen us on our journey to God!   

Father Michael

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, August 5 - Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary Major

8:00 am † Pastor Reyes, by Family
6:30 pm † Anthony Mendoza, by Maria Ocana

(Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, August 6 - The Transfiguration of the Lord
8:00 am † Rev. Don McLaughlin, by Tim & Diane Reiter
6:30 pm † Pastor Reyes, by Family
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Wednesday, August 7 - St. Sixtus II, Pope
12:00 pm † Cheryl Levin, by Corinne Haraburda
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Thursday, August 8 - St. Dominic, Priest
6:30 am † Mary K. Aguilar, by Edgar & Maria Cuartero
8:00 am Int Jackson Tan, by Family

Friday, August 9 - St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross
12:00 pm † Paul & Angela Abuah, by Patricia Wabomnor

Saturday, August 10 - St. Lawrence, Deacon & Martyr
8:30 am † Patrice Klasinski
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM)

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM)
4:00 pm Vigil - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

† Aloysius & Mary Riley, by Ty & Cathleen Gorman

† Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr. by Family

Sunday, August 11 - 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family

† Bralio Lozano, by Brian & Michelle Kibler
10:00 am † Manuel Bacani, by Young & Winders Families 

(Live Streamed)
12:00 pm Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy

5:30 pm † Amy D’Silva, by Maybird D’Silva

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.

Silent adoration takes place in the 
Adoration Chapel 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am to 10:00 pm.
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Our Lady of  Mercy

Weekend Masses
August 10 & 11

Deacon’s will preach at all Masses except 10 AM

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

Sunday 8:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

10:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

12:00 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

5:30 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Vocations 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Lord, Be With The Sick 10. Peace
3. Jo Giblin 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Those in Need of Prayer 12. The Elderly
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z.
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr.
7. Health (Louise) 15. Frank Rostan
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf in 
the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel.
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For our sick, confined and their families.
Michael Butler
Helen Joseph
Kristen Manning
Marichu Morales
Flo Paprzycki
Julia Schremp
Diane Singer
Larry Spino
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Kathy Walowski

Those in service to our country.
PO1 Brittney Cash, US Navy
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
LT. Russell Joyce, US Navy
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy 

Please Remember: Due to government legislation
regarding patient privacy, names of people to be
prayed for at Mass or in the Bulletin can be listed
only if that person, or in the case of their
incapacitation, the person delegated to their
medical care, calls to give permission.

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your 
immediate family member wish to be added to 
the Sick or Active Military List.

We Pray For...

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Noticias del P.I.T. 
(Párroco en Formación)

¡Amo Colorado! Siempre bromeaba diciendo que 
esas palabras salían de mi boca cuando intentaba 
captar la majestuosidad de las Montañas Rocosas. 
Tuve la oportunidad de vivir en Colorado durante 4 
años, 1 año en Colorado Springs y 3 años en Boul-
der. En ese tiempo, tuve la oportunidad de escalar 
algunas montañas hermosas, o 14er's, como los 
lugareños llamaban a las montañas que estaban a 
14.000 pies sobre el nivel del mar.

Una cosa está clara: escalar una montaña requiere mucho trabajo y 
preparación, ¡y a veces incluso entrenamiento! Es interesante ver que las 
Escrituras y los escritores de la iglesia primitiva veían el viaje espiritual 
como algo similar a escalar una montaña. Parte de esto tiene que ver con 
la idea de escalar a las alturas del cielo. Pero también revela la simple 
verdad de nuestra fe: no podemos ser pasivos y no podemos quedarnos 
quietos. Siempre debemos buscar la gracia de Dios para acercarnos cada 
vez más a él; de lo contrario, simplemente nos deslizaríamos montaña 
abajo debido a nuestra tendencia al pecado, conocida como concupis-
cencia.

En la historia del Éxodo, Dios reveló su 

máximo poder sobre la creación a 

través de las 10 plagas. Luego, los isra-

elitas fueron protegidos del faraón y 

su ejército mediante el cruce milagro-

so del Mar Rojo. Y, sin embargo, 

después de todo eso, vemos que los 

israelitas cayeron en pecado y 

desearon regresar a Egipto, anhelando regresar a la esclavitud y la 

adoración de ídolos paganos. ¿Qué sucedió? Dejaron de entregarse y con-

fiar en el Señor en medio del desierto, a pesar de que habían visto su 

poder.

¿Cuántos de nosotros en nuestro camino cristiano, hemos tenido un 
encuentro poderoso con Dios, solo para dudar de su amor por nosotros 
cuando entramos en el desierto de la vida o nos encontramos con una 
cruz que no queríamos? La reacción de los israelitas fue: "Quiero volver a 
cuando la vida no involucraba la cruz".

En la primera lectura, Dios revela al pueblo que él les proporcionará el 
alimento que necesitan para atravesar el desierto. En el Evangelio de hoy, 
el Señor nos conduce al discurso del Pan de Vida, revelando lo que nos 
dará la fuerza para soportar el desierto y las cruces de la vida. Él se nos 
entregará en la Eucaristía en cada Misa. Al llegar a nuestro último año de 
Renacimiento Eucarístico, que permanezca el deseo de que nos 
aferremos al Señor y permanezcamos cerca de la Eucaristía. Oremos para 
que, a pesar de lo que estemos atravesando en nuestras vidas, siempre 
busquemos la gracia de Dios en la Eucaristía, ¡la que nos alimentará y nos 
fortalecerá en nuestro camino hacia Dios!

Padre Michael

Lecturas de la Semana

Domingo Ex 16, 2-4. 12-15; 
Sal 77, 3 y 4bc. 23-24. 25 y 54; 
Ef 4, 17. 20-24; 
Jn 6, 24-35

Lunes Jer 28, 1-17; 
Sal 118, 29. 43. 79. 80. 95. 102; 
Mt 14, 13-21

Martes Dn 7, 9-10. 13-14; 
Sal 96, 1-2. 5-6. 9; 
2 Ped 1, 16-19; 
Mc 9, 2-10 

Miércoles Jer 31, 1-7; 
Jer 31, 10. 11-12ab. 13; 
Mt 15, 21-28

Jueves Jer 31, 31-34; 
Sal 50, 12-13. 14-15. 18-19; 
Mt 16, 13-23

Viernes Nah 2, 1. 3; 3, 1-3. 6-7; 
Dt 32, 35cd-36ab. 39abcd. 41; 
Mt 16, 24-28 

Sábado 2 Cor 9, 6-10; 
Sal 111, 1-2. 3-4. 5-7a. 7b-8. 9; 
Jn 12, 24-26

Domingo 1 Rey 19, 4-8; 
Sal 33, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9; 
Ef 4, 30—5, 2; 
Jn 6, 41-51
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Respect Life
Join us Friday, August 2, 2024—The Respect Life Ministry invites you to stand and silently pray in front of Waterleaf Wom-
en’s Center on August 2, 2024. Prayer warriors are needed for one hour shifts 7 am - 4 pm to change hearts and save 
lives. Our peaceful prayerful public witness is needed now more than ever with the influx of abortion bound women com-
ing from out of state into Illinois as the abortion capital of the Midwest. Please prayerfully consider signing up via https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/508054FADAC23A3FA7-olmfirst2 or please call Lisa at (630) 236-3310. 

Alpha
Come and see what Alpha is all about!  Preview nights will be on Thursdays at 6:30 pm in the MPR on 9/15, 9/12 and 9/19.  
Register at olmercy.com/alpha.  Join us to discover how Alpha offers every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, 
grow them as disciples so as to be sent on mission to be vessels of the Lord’s love, mercy, and forgiveness to others. 

Bowling League
Come join us in the OLM Mixed Bowling League! You need not be a good bowler. You only need to come out and enjoy 
some safe time out with fellow parishioners for one Friday a month. If you have thought about joining a league, now is the 
time to give it a try. There are 4 players to a team, but we will build a team for <4 players who wish to join. Fees are $20/
person per month. The league will be one Friday/month from August through May, skipping December. If you have ques-
tions and/or would like to join the league, please contact Dan Panozzo at tanddpanozzo@comcast.net or call at 815-302-
4111. Come on out and join the fun!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Justice & Peace

Thank you to all who so generously donated 
items for the Welcome to America Pack 
collection for families to be newly resettled 
in the U.S., in the Chicago/Aurora area. The 
response was very encouraging. If you did 
not have a chance to donate an item, but 
wish to do so, feel free to please contact Chris Harvey at 
631-561-9722 or chrisharveyny@gmail.com for a list of 
items needed for a second family. Thank you. 

The children who will participate in the VBS program from 
Aug. 5 to 9 have service projects scheduled for each day. 
One of the days, they will pack “blessing bags” with toilet-
ries for the homeless. If you have hotel size soap, condi-
tioner, body lotion, shampoo, you may donate these 
items for their project. They also include disposable ra-
zors, socks, washcloths, toothbrushes, and toothpaste 
and granola bars. Items for the blessing bags can be 
dropped in the container in the lobby of the PLC. The Jus-
tice & Peace Ministry collects these items year round. 
Thank you for your generosity and may you all enjoy the 
remainder of summer.

Altar Server Training

Training for current Altar Servers who would like to 
become Senior Servers will be held in the Church on 
Sunday, August 18, at 3:00 PM.  Current OLM Altar 
Servers who are entering 8th grade or higher are eligi-
ble to become Senior Servers.

Training for those who wish to become Altar Servers 
will be held in the Church on Sunday, August 25 at 
2:00 PM.  Those entering 5th grade or higher this 
school year are eligible to become Altar Servers at 
OLM.

If you have any questions 

about Altar serving, please 

contact the Parish Office or 

Pat Heraty at 

pat.heraty@opcpolymers.com

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 92,545

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 96,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (3,455)

07/21/24 Sunday Collection $ 28,362

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 32,000

Amount Short of Goal $ (3,638)

For the Budget Year 2024/25 we have increased the Weekly 
Sunday Goal by 3.2%, to $32,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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Donating Made Easy!

Thank you for supporting 
Our Lady of Mercy!!

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

CMAA Pledge Report for Our Lady of Mercy

Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made 
in the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be 
paid so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have 
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal 
will be returned to our parish for our needs.

Parish Goal 140,500$

Amount Pledged 165,115$

Amount Paid 137,484$

Remaining Balance 27,631$

Rebate Amount 0$

# of Families Pledged 508

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Directory

Parish Priests
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........frmichael@olmercy.com

Parochial Vicar................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............frfrank@olmercy.com

Permanent Deacons
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo ..........................tonyl@olmercy.com
Dcn Tony Martini...................... tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer................. deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Bugsy Sindac......................bugsys@olmercy.com
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com

Pastoral Staff
Director of Music Ministries ...................Frank Sauter
331-707-5379 ............................franks@olmercy.com

Asst. to Pastor & Comm. ……….….Theresa Czaplewski
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresac@olmercy.com

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com

Family Faith Formation
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC.................. Mary Jo Trapani
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com

Director (6-12)................................Dave Miserendino
331-707-5371 ...........................davem@olmercy.com

FFF Secretary ..................................... Karen Schwartz
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall

Administrative Staff
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz
331-707-5370 ..........................robertg@olmercy.com

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com

Business Office Assistant .......................Lydia Schmitt
331-707-5377 .............................lydias@olmercy.com

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400

Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church
701 S. Eola Road †  Aurora, IL 60504
www.olmercy.com

Parish Office
Tel: (630) 851-3444 •  FAX: (630) 851-3468
Monday-Thursday .................................................8:30am-4:00pm
Friday.....................................................................8:30am-1:00pm

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday .............................................. 8:00am
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Friday ........................................................... 12:00pm
Thursday............................................................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday ............................................................................. 8:30am
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm
Sunday............................8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm

Holy Days of Obligations
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or
website.

Confessions
Tuesday ........................................7:00pm Mass until all are heard
Wednesday ……………………….…After Noon Mass until all are heard
Thursday …………………….…….After 6:30am Mass until all are heard
Friday ..................................... After Noon Mass until all are heard
Saturday ............................................ 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm
Magnify.……………………………………………………..…………...7:30-8:20pm
Or by Appointment

Adoration
Monday - Friday ..................................................8:30am-10:00pm
Silent adoration takes place during non-mass times.

New Parishioners
We welcome you!  Please 
register by visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on 
“New Here” and choose “Join 
OLM” to fill out the online 
registration form.

Sick and Homebound
Contact the Parish Office so we 
may help you in any way 
possible.

Hospitalization
If you anticipate a hospitalization 
or are  admitted to an area 
hospital and would like a visit 
from a priest or Eucharistic 
Minister, please notify the parish 
office.

Baptisms
Registered parishioners wishing 
their child baptized must 
complete a parent workshop. 
Baptisms are not celebrated 
during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377.

Weddings
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to 
scheduling a wedding. Weddings 
may be scheduled no less than 
six months out in order to fulfill 
the diocesan marriage 
preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Czaplewski at 
331-707-5374.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor
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