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News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)

When I was in FOCUS, I had the opportunity to 
work with many amazing and faithful lay men 
and women. I always enjoyed coming together 
for our summer training where we could recon-
nect and share the amazing ways that the Lord 
had worked in our lives.  We would share every-
thing from our daily struggles to the many graces 
we encountered in serving the Lord. One of the 
stories that remains with me to this day came 

from a missionary who was hesitant that she could even do this type of 
amazing work when she first arrived.  Her dad was a deacon in the 
Church, and she came across FOCUS not through her own experience, 
but through outside recruitment.  She was hired, but felt overwhelmed 
as she compared herself to the other missionaries.  She felt like she did-
n't have the ability to reach others for the Lord. However, she eventual-
ly overcame that fear and it literally changed her life.   

In her first couple of years, she gained confidence and grew to trust in 
the Lord.  Her “yes” to missionary work would eventually lead her to 
find her vocation and her spouse. She encountered a man who was not 
practicing any faith. She doubted that her invitation to him to encoun-
ter the Lord would bear any fruit, but something happened. Grace en-
tered him, his heart was opened to the Lord, and he had a conversion of 
faith - which led to a deepening of their friendship.  Before she knew it 
they were dating, which led to a proposal, marriage, and now a beauti-
ful family.  

What struck me the most was how she came back and shared her hesi-
tancy of how she doubted that the Lord could work in her simple invita-
tion.  Clearly, the Lord had amazing and beautiful plans.  Her story al-
ways strikes me because it highlights a common theme among all of us: 
How often do we put limitations on how God can work in our lives and in 
the lives of others?  

This isn't anything new, and we see it in the Gospel as Jesus proclaims 
that he is the” Bread of Life” and the “Bread sent down from Heaven.” 
The people begin to question Jesus' origin saying, "Is this not Jesus, the 
son of Joseph?” Their doubt was that God could not work through 
someone they knew. They doubted that God could do something so 
personal in their own lives.  Yes, they believed in the great stories of 
Moses and how the Israelites were provided Manna every day in the 
desert.  However, when it came to something personal, they felt that 
God was far away!

The Gospel, the good news, is that God is not far away.  He comes to us 
every weekend in a deep and personal way in the Eucharist.  Every time 
we receive the Lord in the Eucharist, we receive a profound gift of Love. 
Let us cast our doubts aside and realize the beautiful gift we receive in 
the Eucharist: the Body and Blood of Christ!    

Father Michael

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, August 12 - St Jane Frances de Chantal
8:00 am † Dan Brauer, by Carolyn Kerkla
6:30 pm † St Jospeh Lilia Cardona, by Lorena Tesar

(Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, August 13 - St Pontian, Pope
8:00 am † Michael Prasse, by Family

6:30 pm † Don O’Reilly, by Geri Frey
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Wednesday, August 14 - St Maximilian Kolbe, Priest
12:00 pm † Steven Henning, by C & T Puralewski

12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)
6:30 pm Vigil - The Assumption of Mary

† Dcn. Kevin Neis, by Kevin & Mary Nemetz

Thursday, August 15 - The Assumption of Mary
6:30 am † Sr Loudine Ramosak, SSC by 

Virginia & Peter Trusiak
8:00 am † Fr Hugh Fullmer, by Edgar & Maria Cuartero

6:30 pm † Edward Karp, by Kate O’Reilly

Friday, August 16 - St Stephen of Hungary
12:00 pm † C.K. George Kutty

Saturday, August 17 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am † James Weber, by The Weber Family
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM)

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM)
4:00 pm Vigil - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

† Dc’d Members of the James Ray Family
† Jose Soto, by Family
Int Our Lady of Mercy Volunteers

Sunday, August 18 - 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family

† Linda Catuara, by Family
10:00 am † Juan Dagang, by Family (Live Streamed)

12:00 pm † Bruna Berglind, by Family
5:30 pm † Mario Riccardi, by Maybird D’Silva

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.

Silent adoration takes place in the 
Adoration Chapel 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am to 10:00 pm.
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Our Lady of  Mercy

Weekend Masses
August 17 & 18

Father Michael will preach at all Masses.

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

Sunday 8:00 am Fr. Frank Pusateri

10:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

12:00 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

5:30 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Vocations 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Lord, Be With The Sick 10. Seminarians
3. Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr. 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Frank Rostan 12. The Elderly
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z.
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Happy & Safe School Yr.
7. Health (Louise) 15. Those Who Are In Pain
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel.
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For our sick, confined and their families.
Michael Butler
Virginia Governale
Helen Joseph
Toni Humanski
Kristen Manning
Marichu Morales
Flo Paprzycki
Julia Schremp
Diane Singer
Larry Spino
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Kathy Walowski

Those in service to our country.
PO1 Brittney Cash, US Navy
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
LT. Russell Joyce, US Navy
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy 

Please Remember: Due to government legislation
regarding patient privacy, names of people to be prayed
for at Mass or in the Bulletin can be listed only if that
person, or in the case of their incapacitation, the person
delegated to their medical care, calls to give permission. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate 
family member wish to be added to the Sick List.

We Pray For...
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Noticias del P.I.T. 
(Párroco en Formación)

Cuando estaba en FOCUS, tuve la oportunidad de 
trabajar con muchos hombres y mujeres laicos in-
creíbles y fieles. Siempre disfruté reunirme para 
nuestro entrenamiento de verano donde pudimos 
reconectarnos y compartir las increíbles formas en 
que el Señor había trabajado en nuestras vidas. 
Compartiríamos todo, desde nuestras luchas diarias 
hasta las muchas gracias que encontramos al servir 
al Señor. Una de las historias que me queda hasta el 

día de hoy vino de una misionera que dudaba de que incluso pudiera hacer 
este tipo de increíble trabajo cuando llegó por primera vez. Su padre era 
diácono en la Iglesia, y ella se encontró con FOCUS no a través de su propia 
experiencia, sino a través del reclutamiento externo. Fue contratada, pero 
se sintió abrumada al compararse con los otros misioneros. Sentía que no 
tenía la capacidad de llegar a los demás para el Señor. Sin embargo, final-
mente superó ese miedo y literalmente cambió su vida.

En su primer par de años, ganó confianza y llegó a confiar en el Señor. Su 
"sí" al trabajo misionero eventualmente la llevaría a encontrar su vocación 
y a su cónyuge. Se encontró con un hombre que no practicaba ninguna fe. 
Ella dudaba de que su invitación a él para encontrarse con el Señor diera 
algún fruto, pero algo sucedió. La gracia entró en él, su corazón se abrió al 
Señor, y tuvo una conversión de fe, lo que llevó a una profundización de su 
amistad. Antes de que ella se diera cuenta, estaban saliendo, lo que llevó a 
una propuesta, matrimonio y ahora a una hermosa familia.

Lo que más me llamó la atención fue cómo regresó y compartió su duda 
sobre cómo dudaba de que el Señor pudiera trabajar en su simple invi-
tación. Claramente, el Señor tenía planes increíbles y hermosos. Su historia 
siempre me llama la atención porque destaca un tema común entre todos 
nosotros: ¿Con qué frecuencia ponemos limitaciones a la forma en que 
Dios puede trabajar en nuestras vidas y en las vidas de los demás?

Esto no es nada nuevo, y lo vemos en el Evangelio cuando Jesús proclama 
que él es el "Pan de la Vida" y el "Pan enviado desde el Cielo". La gente 
comienza a cuestionar el origen de Jesús diciendo: "¿No es este Jesús, el 
hijo de José?" Su duda era que Dios no podía trabajar a través de alguien 
que conocían. Dudaban de que Dios pudiera hacer algo tan personal en sus 
propias vidas. Sí, creían en las grandes historias de Moisés y en cómo a los 
israelitas se les proporcionaba Mana todos los días en el desierto. Sin em-
bargo, cuando se trataba de algo personal, ¡sintieron que Dios estaba 
lejos!

La buena noticia en el Evangelio es que Dios no está lejos. Él viene a no-
sotros todos los fines de semana de una manera profunda y personal en la 
Eucaristía. Cada vez que recibimos al Señor en la Eucaristía, recibimos un 
profundo regalo de amor. Dejemos a un lado nuestras dudas y realicemos 
el hermoso regalo que recibimos en la Eucaristía: ¡el Cuerpo y la Sangre de 
Cristo!

Padre Michael

Lecturas de la Semana

Domingo 1 Rey 19, 4-8; 
Sal 33, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9; 
Ef 4, 30—5, 2; 
Jn 6, 41-51

Lunes Ez 1, 2-5. 24-28; 
Sal 148, 1-2. 11-12ab. 12c-14a 14bcd
Mt 17, 22-27

Martes Ez 2, 8—3, 4; 
Sal 118, 14. 24. 72. 103. 111. 131; 
Mt 18, 1-5. 10. 12-14 

Miércoles Ez 9, 1-7; 10, 18-22; 
Sal 112, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6; 
Mt 18, 15-20

Jueves Apoc 11, 19; 12, 1-6. 10; 
Sal 44, 10bc. 11. 12ab. 16; 
1 Cor 15, 20-27; 
Lc 1, 39-56

Viernes Ez 16, 1-15. 60. 63 o Ez 16, 59-63; 
Is 12, 2-3. 4bcd. 5-6; 
Mt 19, 3-12 

Sábado Ez 18, 1-10. 13. 30-32; 
Sal 50, 12-13. 14-15. 18-19; 
Mt 19, 13-15

Domingo Prv 9, 1-6; 
Sal 33, 2-3. 10-11. 12-13. 14-15; 
Ef 5, 15-20; 
Jn 6, 51-58
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Altar Server 

Training
Training for current Altar Serv-

ers who would like to become 

Senior Servers will be held in 

the Church on Sunday, August 

18, at 3:00 PM.  Current OLM 

Altar Servers who are entering 

8th grade or higher are eligible 

to become Senior Servers.

Training for those who wish to 
become Altar Servers will be 
held in the Church on Sunday, 
August 25 at 2:00 PM.  Those 
entering 5th grade or higher this 
school year are eligible to be-
come Altar Servers at OLM.

If you have any questions about 

Altar serving, please contact 

the Parish Office or 

Pat Heraty at 

pat.heraty@opcpolymers.com

Ministry Expo
Come join us at the Ministry 
Expo on August 24h and 
25th after all the Masses that 
weekend in the Multi Purpose 
Room (MPR). Come see what is 
happening at Our Lady of 
Mercy, how you can help 
someone, as well as how the 
ministries can be of help to 
you, spiritually, mentally, and 
physically! This is a great 
opportunity to speak with our 
ministry leaders, and sign up to 
participate or volunteer. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 117,778

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 128,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (10,222)

07/28/24 Sunday Collection $ 25,233

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 32,000

Amount Short of Goal $ (6,767)

For the Budget Year 2024/25 we have increased the Weekly 
Sunday Goal by 3.2%, to $32,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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CMAA Pledge Report for Our Lady of Mercy

Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be 
made in the next few days.  It is very important that 
these pledges be paid so that our parish will reach our 
goal.  Once we have reached our goal in paid pledges, 
70% of the amount over goal will be returned to our par-
ish for our needs.

Parish Goal 140,500$

Amount Pledged 165,588$

Amount Paid 138,646$

Remaining Balance 26,943$

Rebate Amount 0$

# of Families Pledged 509

Donating Made Easy! 
Just scan this QR code.

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Directory

Parish Priests
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........frmichael@olmercy.com

Parochial Vicar................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............frfrank@olmercy.com

Permanent Deacons
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo ..........................tonyl@olmercy.com
Dcn Tony Martini...................... tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer................. deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Bugsy Sindac......................bugsys@olmercy.com
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com

Pastoral Staff
Director of Music Ministries ...................Frank Sauter
331-707-5379 ............................franks@olmercy.com

Asst. to Pastor & Comm. ……….….Theresa Czaplewski
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresac@olmercy.com

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com

Family Faith Formation
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC.................. Mary Jo Trapani
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com

Director (6-12)................................Dave Miserendino
331-707-5371 ...........................davem@olmercy.com

FFF Secretary ..................................... Karen Schwartz
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall

Administrative Staff
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz
331-707-5370 ..........................robertg@olmercy.com

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com

Business Office Assistant .......................Lydia Schmitt
331-707-5377 .............................lydias@olmercy.com

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400

Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church
701 S. Eola Road †  Aurora, IL 60504
www.olmercy.com

Parish Office
Tel: (630) 851-3444 •  FAX: (630) 851-3468
Monday-Thursday .................................................8:30am-4:00pm
Friday.....................................................................8:30am-1:00pm

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday .............................................. 8:00am
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Friday ........................................................... 12:00pm
Thursday............................................................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday ............................................................................. 8:30am
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm
Sunday............................8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm

Holy Days of Obligations
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or
website.

Confessions
Tuesday .................................................7:00pm until all are heard
Wednesday ……………………….…After Noon Mass until all are heard
Thursday …………………….…….After 6:30am Mass until all are heard
Friday ..................................... After Noon Mass until all are heard
Saturday ............................................ 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm
Magnify.……………………………………………………..…………...7:30-8:20pm
Or by Appointment

Adoration
Monday - Friday ..................................................8:30am-10:00pm
Silent adoration takes place during non-mass times.

New Parishioners
We welcome you!  Please 
register by visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on 
“New Here” and choose “Join 
OLM” to fill out the online 
registration form.

Sick and Homebound
Contact the Parish Office so we 
may help you in any way 
possible.

Hospitalization
If you anticipate a hospitalization 
or are  admitted to an area 
hospital and would like a visit 
from a priest or Eucharistic 
Minister, please notify the parish 
office.

Baptisms
Registered parishioners wishing 
their child baptized must 
complete a parent workshop. 
Baptisms are not celebrated 
during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377.

Weddings
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to 
scheduling a wedding. Weddings 
may be scheduled no less than 
six months out in order to fulfill 
the diocesan marriage 
preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Czaplewski at 
331-707-5374.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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