
August 18, 2024
20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of Mercy
CCAATTHHOOLLIICC  CCHHUURRCCHH



News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)

Understanding our Catholic faith and beliefs 
are important.  In a world where there are 
countless beliefs, many that are contrary to 
our faith, it is important to study and learn 
our own faith. However, with the globaliza-
tion of many cultures, some people will try 
to avoid conflict and take a universal ap-
proach by accepting all beliefs as “equal but 

different.”  Or, in order to avoid conflict all together without re-
jecting their own beliefs, they will say, "I agree to disagree."   

I, however, would like challenge us with a simple fact: belief leads 
to action. This means that right beliefs leads to right action, and 
wrong belief leads to wrong action.  Therefore, it is important to 
practice right beliefs. For example, if I don't believe there is any-
thing wrong with my weight or health when I'm overweight and 
out of shape, I won't change my habits to correct it.  

That's why I'm grateful for not only these last few years of our 
Eucharistic revival in the Catholic Church in the U.S., but these 
last few weeks at Mass as we proclaimed the 6th chapter of the 
Gospel of John, also known as “The Bread of Life Discourse.”  The 
Lord confirms what we truly believe as he states, "I am the living 
bread that came down from Heaven, whoever eats this bread will 
live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life 
of the world." Even as the Jews seem to quarrel, Jesus doubles 
down "Amen, Amen, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life within you."

This belief should draw us to right action! It should stir up in us 
the desire to receive our Lord, to be with our Lord, and to en-
counter the depth of his love in the Eucharist. Recently, I was ap-
proached and asked the following question, "I am away from the 
Lord, but how can I grow in my relationship with Jesus?"  My re-
sponse was to seek out the Sacraments. We truly believe that 
God acts in them and that through them He encounters us. Seek 
out the Sacrament of Confession, the Anointing of the Sick, and 
never, I repeat never, separate yourself from the Eucharist!  Do 
these simple things and you will never be far from the Lord.  Even 
Jesus makes it clear, "For my flesh is true food, and my blood is 
true drink.  Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains 
in me and I in him." May we always be grateful to have received 
the great gift of the Catholic Faith, and these incredible truths 
that Jesus himself shares with us. 

Father Michael

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, August 19 - St John Eudes, Priest
8:00 am † Wayne Leckey, by Family
6:30 pm † Xavier Jimenez, by Mom

(Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, August 20 - St Bernard, Abbot 
8:00 am † Barbara Saurer, by Roy Saurer
6:30 pm † Don O’Reilly, by Geri Frey
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Wednesday, August 21 - St Pius X, Pope
12:00 pm † Robert Nemetz, by Kevin & Mary Nemtz
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Thursday, August 22 - Queenship of the Blessed Mary
6:30 am Int Jude Popernik, by The Freeston Family
8:00 am † Peggy Flanigan, by Karl & Mary Anne Marker

Friday, August 23 - St Rose of Lima, Virgin
12:00 pm † Dolly Huber

Saturday, August 24 - St Bartholomew, Apostle
8:30 am † Alison Perry, by Margaret & Steve Dodd
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM)

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM)
4:00 pm Vigil - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

† Fr Hugh Fullmer, By Willie Durante
Int of the People of Our Lady of Mercy

Sunday, August 25 - 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family

Int Marattil Family
10:00 am † Jim Krcmarik, by Mary Krcmarik

(Live Streamed)
12:00 pm † Bill Kennedy, by Brian & Michelle Kibler

5:30 pm † Joey Burton, by Family

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.

Silent adoration takes place in the 
Adoration Chapel 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am to 10:00 pm.
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Weekend Masses
August 24 & 25

Father Frank will preach at all Masses.

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

Sunday 8:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

10:00 am Fr. Frank Pusateri

12:00 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

5:30 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Vocations 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Lord, Be With The Sick 10. Students
3. Educators 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Those Who Are Traveling 12. The Lonely
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z.
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Parents
7. The Taylor Family 15. Louise (Health)
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel.
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For our sick, confined and their families.
Michael Butler
Virginia Governale
Helen Joseph
Toni Humanski
Kristen Manning
Marichu Morales
Flo Paprzycki
Julia Schremp
Diane Singer
Larry Spino
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Kathy Walowski

Those in service to our country.
PO1 Brittney Cash, US Navy
SPC Michael A. Curcio, Army National Guard
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
LT. Russell Joyce, US Navy
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy 

Please Remember: Due to government legislation
regarding patient privacy, names of people to be prayed
for at Mass or in the Bulletin can be listed only if that
person, or in the case of their incapacitation, the person
delegated to their medical care, calls to give permission. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate 
family member wish to be added to the Sick List.

We Pray For...
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Es importante comprender nuestra fe y creencias 
católicas. En un mundo en el que hay innumera-
bles creencias, muchas de ellas contrarias a nues-
tra fe, es importante estudiar y aprender nuestra 
propia fe. Sin embargo, con la globalización de 
muchas culturas, algunas personas intentarán evi-
tar el conflicto y adoptarán un enfoque universal 
al aceptar todas las creencias como “iguales pero 
diferentes”. 

O, para evitar el conflicto por completo sin rechazar sus propias creen-
cias, dirán: “Estoy de acuerdo en estar en desacuerdo”.
Sin embargo, me gustaría desafiarnos con un hecho simple: la creencia 
conduce a la acción. Esto significa que las creencias correctas conducen 
a la acción correcta, y la creencia incorrecta conduce a la acción inco-
rrecta. Por lo tanto, es importante practicar las creencias correctas. Por 
ejemplo, si no creo que haya nada malo con mi peso o mi salud cuando 
tengo sobrepeso y estoy fuera de forma, no cambiaré mis hábitos para 
corregirlo.

Por eso estoy agradecido no sólo por estos últimos años de nuestro avi-
vamiento Eucarístico en la Iglesia Católica en los Estados Unidos, sino 
también por estas últimas semanas en la Misa en las que proclamamos 
el capítulo 6 del Evangelio de Juan, también conocido como “El discurso 
del Pan de Vida”. El Señor confirma lo que realmente creemos cuando 
afirma: “Yo soy el pan vivo, que ha bajado del cielo; el que coma de este 
pan vivirá para siempre; y el pan que yo les voy a dar es mi carne, para 
que el mundo tenga vida”. Incluso cuando los judíos parecen discutir 
entre sí, Jesús insiste: “Yo les aseguro: si no comen la carne del Hijo del 
Hombre y no beben su sangre, no podrán tener vida en ustedes”.

¡Esta creencia debería llevarnos a la acción correcta! Debería despertar 
en nosotros el deseo de recibir a nuestro Señor, de estar con nuestro 
Señor y de encontrar la profundidad de su amor en la Eucaristía. Recien-
temente, alguien se me acercó y me hizo la siguiente pregunta: “Estoy 
lejos del Señor, pero ¿cómo puedo crecer en mi relación con Jesús?” Mi 
respuesta fue buscar los Sacramentos. Creemos verdaderamente que 
Dios actúa en ellos y que a través de ellos Él nos encuentra. Busquen el 
Sacramento de la Confesión, la Unción de los Enfermos, y nunca, repito, 
nunca se separen de la Eucaristía. Hagan estas cosas sencillas y nunca 
estarán lejos del Señor. Incluso Jesús lo deja claro: "Porque mi carne es 
verdadera comida y mi sangre es verdadera bebida. El que come mi car-
ne y bebe mi sangre permanece en mí y yo en él". Que siempre estemos 
agradecidos por haber recibido el gran don de la Fe Católica, y estas 
increíbles verdades que el mismo Jesús comparte con nosotros.

Padre Michael

Lecturas de la Semana

Domingo Prv 9, 1-6; 
Sal 33, 2-3. 10-11. 12-13. 14-15; 
Ef 5, 15-20; 
Jn 6, 51-58

Lunes Ez 24, 15-24; 
Dt 32, 18-19. 20. 21; 
Mt 19, 16-22

Martes Ez 28, 1-10; 
Dt 32, 26-27ab. 27cd-28. 30. 
35cd-36ab; 
Mt 19, 23-30 

Miércoles Ez 34, 1-11; 
Sal 22, 1-3. 4. 5. 6; 
Mt 20, 1-16

Jueves Ez 36, 23-28; 
Sal 50, 12-13. 14-15. 18-19; 
Mt 22, 1-14

Viernes Ez 37, 1-14; 
Sal 106, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7. 8-9; 
Mt 22, 34-40 

Sábado Apoc 21, 9-14; 
Sal 144, 10-11. 12-13. 17-18; 
Jn 1, 45-51

Domingo Jos 24, 1-2a. 15-17. 18b; 
Sal 33, 2-3. 16-17. 18-19. 20-21. 
22-23; 
Ef 5, 21-32 o Ef 5, 2a. 25-32; 
Jn 6, 55. 60-69
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Noticias del P.I.T. 
(Párroco en Formación)
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OCIA
BECOMING
CATHOLIC

STARTS SEPTEMBER 16TH

Are you curious about 
becoming Catholic? Are you 
Catholic but haven’t received 

all your sacraments?

Meetings will take the form of clas-
ses on Monday evenings at 7 pm led 
by our pastor Fr. Michael Kearney 
and the parochial vicar Fr. Frank 
Pusateri.

Fellowship gatherings on Sunday 
mornings starting with the 10 am 
Mass.

QUESTIONS OR SIGN UP AT
ocia@olmercy.com

With help from Fr. Michael, we had preordered/prepaid for a 
bulk order of fried chicken at Jewel Osco, but due to a blun-
dering oversight, our order was not filled, leaving us stumped 
in a race against time, to figure out an alternative route to 
get dinner delivered to Hesed House. 

We witnessed God’s glory and grace unfold through the swift 
action and collaboration of our amazing team of volunteers 
who shuttled to different Jewel stores to ensure we picked 
up sufficient fried chicken to honor our commitment to feed 
the hungry. 

We are grateful to report that despite the bumpy start, we 
ultimately witnessed a happy ending with dinner served in a 
timely manner for the 250 guests at Hesed House. 

Thank you to all who supported our OLM PADS Ministry this 
month with monetary donations or item drop offs through 
our PADS Board. 

To our incomparable team of volunteers, THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR MISSIONARY ZEAL. To God be the glory! 

It is an understatement to say our August OLM PADS service day threw us a curveball. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Join our circle for praying the Holy Rosary and this special 

time to connect our mind, body and soul to prayer, medita-

tion and invitation to movement. We pray that this time 

will be a good reflection of our love for our most beautiful, 

blessed Mother Mary and hope you can join us to cele-

brate! 

We will meet in Room 208 from 9:15 am to 10:30am (time 

may fluctuate, please spare what you are able) 

8/31/2024: For a Growth in Grace (Luminous Mysteries)

What to bring: Exercise mat & water. Recommended 

attire is cool and comfortable clothing and consider bring-

ing a non-slip type sock since we normally will take off our 

shoes. Please wear what is comfort-

able for you. We enjoy your compa-

ny and look forward to seeing you at 

one or both sessions!

We welcome walk-In's!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Armed with a garden hose, Father
Michael filled up the newly in-
stalled outdoor fountain and 
watched with delight as the first 
rush of water emerged with a 
trickle and transitioned to a 
steady flow. 

The momentous activation of the 
fountain was supervised by Adolfo 
Lopez and Alex Penaflor, from 
Brick Logik - the company that 
transforms backyards to enjoyable 
outdoor spaces. 

It is our hope that the fountain 
area with its benches will provide 
our OLM family a place of respite 
and renewal. 

to the
Come 

water...

WHEN OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!!
OLM is blessed to have the opportunity to help provide breakfast 
and lunch items for school age children by donating to the Aurora 
Interfaith Food Pantry.

School is starting and we can help children have access to break-
fast and lunch by donating non-perishable food that can be col-
lected between now and Labor Day Weekend. 

Make this a service project with your children or grandchildren by 
inviting them to go to the store with you and pick out items from 
the list below. Bring the items to church and put them in the Inter-
faith Food bins located at the base of the stairs in the lobby of the 
PLC across from the brown desk.

Item suggestions:

 Peanut Butter

 Jelly

 Fruit Snacks

 Cereal

 Resealable Sandwich Bags

 Oatmeal

 Pre-Packaged Fruit Cups

 Granola Bars

 Cans of Tuna

 Mayonnaise

 Paper Lunch Bags

Feel free to come up with your own ideas but remember, 

no perishable items. Thank you!

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 152,030

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 160,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (7,970)

08/04/24 Sunday Collection $ 34,252

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 32,000

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 2,252

For the Budget Year 2024/25 we have increased the Weekly 
Sunday Goal by 3.2%, to $32,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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Donating Made Easy! 
Just scan this QR code.

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

CMAA Pledge Report for Our Lady of Mercy

Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made 
in the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be 
paid so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have 
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal 
will be returned to our parish for our needs.

Parish Goal 140,500$

Amount Pledged 166,191$

Amount Paid 139,794$

Remaining Balance 26,398$

Rebate Amount 0$

# of Families Pledged 509

August is Catholic Charities 
Month!

While many of us associate summer with carefree days 
and fun activities, it is important to remember that sum-
mer brings unique challenges for those living in poverty. 
At Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet, the need is great-
er than ever.

Extreme heat can be unbearable (and sometimes dan-
gerous) for our neighbors without air conditioning in 
their homes or vehicles. The current high costs of hous-
ing and food have placed an even greater strain on those 
who were already struggling. We all feel the pinch, but 
for families living at or below the poverty level, this situ-
ation can be devastating.

The need for food and shelter in our community has nev-
er been greater. In response, we have expanded our ser-
vices, but we need your help to continue providing much
-needed programs and services to those in need.

Your generous donation will help us provide food, shel-
ter, and other critical services to our most vulnerable 
neighbors. Each gift makes a positive difference in the 
lives of those we serve.
Will you help the poor and vulnerable in honor of Catho-
lic Charities Month?

Thank you for your continued support and for making a 
difference in our community. 

To donate, visit catholiccharitiesjoliet.org or call 815-724
-1140.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Directory

Parish Priests
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........frmichael@olmercy.com

Parochial Vicar................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............frfrank@olmercy.com

Permanent Deacons
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo ..........................tonyl@olmercy.com
Dcn Tony Martini...................... tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer................. deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Bugsy Sindac......................bugsys@olmercy.com
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com

Pastoral Staff
Director of Music Ministries ...................Frank Sauter
331-707-5379 ............................franks@olmercy.com

Asst. to Pastor & Comm. ……….….Theresa Czaplewski
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresac@olmercy.com

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com

Family Faith Formation
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC.................. Mary Jo Trapani
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com

Director (6-12)................................Dave Miserendino
331-707-5371 ...........................davem@olmercy.com

FFF Secretary ..................................... Karen Schwartz
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall

Administrative Staff
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz
331-707-5370 ..........................robertg@olmercy.com

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com

Business Office Assistant .......................Lydia Schmitt
331-707-5377 .............................lydias@olmercy.com

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400

Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church
701 S. Eola Road †  Aurora, IL 60504
www.olmercy.com

Parish Office
Tel: (630) 851-3444 •  FAX: (630) 851-3468
Monday-Thursday .................................................8:30am-4:00pm
Friday.....................................................................8:30am-1:00pm

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday .............................................. 8:00am
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Friday ........................................................... 12:00pm
Thursday............................................................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday ............................................................................. 8:30am
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm
Sunday............................8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm

Holy Days of Obligations
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or
website.

Confessions
Tuesday .................................................7:00pm until all are heard
Wednesday ……………………….…After Noon Mass until all are heard
Thursday …………………….…….After 6:30am Mass until all are heard
Friday ..................................... After Noon Mass until all are heard
Saturday ............................................ 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm
Magnify.……………………………………………………..…………...7:30-8:20pm
Or by Appointment

Adoration
Monday - Friday ..................................................8:30am-10:00pm
Silent adoration takes place during non-mass times.

New Parishioners
We welcome you!  Please 
register by visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on 
“New Here” and choose “Join 
OLM” to fill out the online 
registration form.

Sick and Homebound
Contact the Parish Office so we 
may help you in any way 
possible.

Hospitalization
If you anticipate a hospitalization 
or are  admitted to an area 
hospital and would like a visit 
from a priest or Eucharistic 
Minister, please notify the parish 
office.

Baptisms
Registered parishioners wishing 
their child baptized must 
complete a parent workshop. 
Baptisms are not celebrated 
during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377.

Weddings
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to 
scheduling a wedding. Weddings 
may be scheduled no less than 
six months out in order to fulfill 
the diocesan marriage 
preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Czaplewski at 
331-707-5374.
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(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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