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News from P.I.T. (Priest in Training)

At the first wedding I celebrated, I said to the cou-
ple, “Since this is my first time celebrating a wed-
ding, I will probably make some mistakes, but 
since this is also your first time getting married, 
hopefully, you won’t be able to tell the difference. 
But while I hope that I will witness many other 
marriages after this one, I hope this is your only 
wedding.”

Over the last couple weeks, we have been working our way through 
Jesus’ teaching on the Bread of Life, the Eucharist, and this weekend, 
we have reached the end of the chapter. In conjunction with the Second 
Reading, we discover a profound connection between the Eucharist and 
marriage.

In the Second Reading, in speaking of marriage, St. Paul writes, “This is a 
great mystery, but I speak in reference to Christ and the church.” That 
word—mystery—was translated into Latin as sacramentum, from which 
we get our word “sacrament.” The word sacramentum referred to an 
oath taken by a soldier. This captures an important aspect of the sacra-
ments, that they are our oath of faithfulness to God’s covenant. 

A bride and groom seal their vows to each other by saying “I do,” prom-
ising to be faithful “in good times and in bad.” When we come forward 
to receive the Holy Eucharist, we respond “Amen.” Amen means “I be-
lieve,” but it also has that sense of sealing the covenant with God. 

When Jesus tells the crowd to eat His flesh and drink His blood, many of 
the disciples return to their old way of life. As a result, Jesus turns to His 
apostles and says, “Do you also want to leave?” But when Jesus asks 
this, it is in a time of distress, and that’s what makes Peter’s response so 
much more impressive: “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life.”

Whenever we encounter a moment of difficulty, when we feel God is 
far away, Jesus addresses that same question to us: “Do you also want 
to leave?” And we are called to that same fidelity to Christ in the mo-
ments of dryness as when we feel close to Him. In fact, our faith has the 
potential to grow even stronger in those moments because we are mak-
ing the choice to love God for Himself rather than for the good feelings 
He gives us. 

I’ve been a witness to many more weddings since then, and one thing I 
always like to remind the couple is that the wedding is just one day 
while a marriage is for life. The same is true of our faith. While we have 
those times of closeness to Jesus where it is easy to say “amen” to God, 
it is in the difficult moments that we truly live out our faithfulness. As 
we come forward to receive the Body of Christ at Mass, may we say 
“amen” to our relationship with Jesus, in that moment, but also in all 
the moments of our lives.

Father Frank

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, August 26 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Ann Salameth, by Luchie Saraceni
6:30 pm † Luis Miguel Zapata, by Family

(Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, August 27 - St. Monica
8:00 am † Wilson P. Gorman, by Ty & Kathleen Gorman

6:30 pm † Jose Antonia, by Family
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Wednesday, August 28 - St Augustine, Bishop
12:00 pm Int of Willie and † George Durante
12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Thursday, August 29 - Passion of St John the Baptist
6:30 am Int July Popernik, by the Freeston Family
8:00 am † Rose Delima, by Family

Friday, August 30 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:00 pm † Mary Catherine Carroll Riley, 

by Ty & Kathleen Gorman

Saturday, August 31 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am † Don O’Reilly, by Ida Phillips
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM)

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM)
4:00 pm Vigil - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

† Richard Ciombor, by Chris Harvey
† Rosa Soto, by Family

Sunday, September 1 - 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family

Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy
10:00 am † David Jenkins, Jr. by Family (Live Streamed)

12:00 pm Int Jimmy Uy, by The Uy Family
5:30 pm † Richard Ciombor, by Maureen Milligan

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.

Silent adoration takes place in the 
Adoration Chapel 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am to 10:00 pm.
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Our Lady of  Mercy

Weekend Masses
August 31 & September 1

Father Michael will preach at all Masses.

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

Sunday 8:00 am Fr. Frank Pusateri

10:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

12:00 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

5:30 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Roberto Melendez 9. Maria De Jesus
2. Lord, Be With The Sick 10. Francisco Melendez
3. Brandon Elias Fuentes 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Maribel Diaz 12. Dan Tse
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z.
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Anthony M Loquercio, Jr
7. Stephen Dodd 15. Frank Rostan
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel.
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For our sick, confined and their families.
Michael Butler
Virginia Governale
Helen Joseph
Toni Humanski
Kristen Manning
Marichu Morales
Flo Paprzycki
Julia Schremp
Diane Singer
Larry Spino
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Kathy Walowski

Those in service to our country.
PO1 Brittney Cash, US Navy
SPC Michael A. Curcio, Army National Guard
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
LT. Russell Joyce, US Navy
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy 

Please Remember: Due to government legislation
regarding patient privacy, names of people to be prayed
for at Mass or in the Bulletin can be listed only if that
person, or in the case of their incapacitation, the person
delegated to their medical care, calls to give permission. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate 
family member wish to be added to the Sick List.

We Pray For...
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En la primera boda que celebré, le dije a la pareja: 
“Como es la primera vez que celebro una boda, 
probablemente cometeré algunos errores, pero 
como también es la primera vez que se casan, 
espero que no puedan notar la diferencia. Pero, 
aunque espero ser testigo de muchos otros matri-
monios después de este, espero que esta sea su 
única boda”.

En las últimas semanas, hemos estado trabajando 
en la enseñanza de Jesús sobre el Pan de Vida, la 

Eucaristía, y este fin de semana, hemos llegado al final del capítulo. Junto 
con la Segunda Lectura, descubrimos una profunda conexión entre la Eu-
caristía y el matrimonio.

En la Segunda Lectura, al hablar del matrimonio, San Pablo escribe: “Este 
es un gran misterio, pero hablo con referencia a Cristo y a la Iglesia”. Esa 
palabra, misterio, fue traducida al Latín como sacramentum, de donde 
obtenemos nuestra palabra “sacramento”. La palabra sacramentum se 
refería a un juramento hecho por un soldado. Esto capta un aspecto im-
portante de los sacramentos, que son nuestro juramento de fidelidad a la 
alianza de Dios.

Una novia y un novio sellan sus votos el uno al otro diciendo “Sí, quiero”, 
prometiendo ser fieles “en los buenos y en los malos tiempos”. Cuando 
nos acercamos para recibir la Sagrada Eucaristía, respondemos “Amén”. 
Amén significa “Creo”, pero también tiene ese sentido de sellar la alianza 
con Dios.

Cuando Jesús le dice a la multitud que coma Su carne y beba Su sangre, 
muchos de los discípulos regresan a su antigua forma de vida. Como resul-
tado, Jesús se vuelve a Sus apóstoles y dice: “¿También ustedes quieren 
irse?” Pero cuando Jesús pregunta esto, es en un momento de angustia, y 
eso es lo que hace que la respuesta de Pedro sea mucho más impresio-
nante: “Maestro, ¿a quién iremos? Tú tienes palabras de vida eterna”.

Siempre que nos encontramos en un momento de dificultad, cuando sen-
timos que Dios está lejos, Jesús nos dirige esa misma pregunta: 
“¿También ustedes quieren irse?” Y estamos llamados a esa misma fideli-
dad a Cristo en los momentos de sequedad como cuando nos sentimos 
cerca de Él. De hecho, nuestra fe tiene el potencial de crecer aún más 
fuerte en esos momentos porque estamos tomando la decisión de amar a 
Dios por Sí mismo en lugar de por los buenos sentimientos que Él nos da.

He sido testigo de muchas más bodas desde entonces, y una cosa que 
siempre me gusta recordar a la pareja es que la boda es solo un día mien-
tras que el matrimonio es para toda la vida. Lo mismo es cierto con res-
pecto a nuestra fe. Si bien tenemos esos momentos de cercanía a Jesús 
donde es fácil decir "amén" a Dios, es en los momentos difíciles que real-
mente vivimos nuestra fidelidad. Cuando nos acercamos para recibir el 
Cuerpo de Cristo en la Misa, digamos "amén" a nuestra relación con Jesús, 
en ese momento, pero también en todos los momentos de nuestras vidas.

Padre Frank

Lecturas de la Semana

Domingo Jos 24, 1-2a. 15-17. 18b; 
Sal 33, 2-3. 16-17. 18-19. 20-21. 22-23; 
Ef 5, 21-32 o Ef 5, 2a. 25-32; 
Jn 6, 55. 60-69

Lunes 2 Tes 1, 1-5. 11-12; 
Sal 95, 1-2a. 2b-3. 4-5; 
Mt 23, 13-22

Martes 2 Tes 2, 1-3. 14-17; 
Sal 95, 10. 11-12a. 12b-13; 
Mt 23, 23-26 

Miércoles 2 Tes 3, 6-10. 16-18; 
Sal 127, 1-2. 4-5; 
Mt 23, 27-32

Jueves 1 Cor 1, 1-9; 
Sal 144, 2-3. 4-5. 6-7; 
Mc 6, 17-29

Viernes 1 Cor 1, 17-25; 
Sal 32, 1-2. 4-5. 10ab y 11; 
Mt 25, 1-13 

Sábado 1 Cor 1, 26-31; 
Sal 32, 12-13. 18-19. 20-21; 
Mt 25, 14-30

Domingo Dt 4, 1-2. 6-8; 
Sal 14, 2-3a. 3bc-4ab. 5; 
Sant 1, 17-18. 21b-22. 27; 
Mc 7, 1-8. 14-15. 21-23
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(Sacerdote en formación)
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OCIA
BECOMING
CATHOLIC

STARTS SEPTEMBER 16TH

Are you curious about 
becoming Catholic? Are you 
Catholic but haven’t received 

all your sacraments?

Meetings will take the form of clas-
ses on Monday evenings at 7 pm led 
by our pastor Fr. Michael Kearney 
and the parochial vicar Fr. Frank 
Pusateri.

Fellowship gatherings on Sunday 
mornings starting with the 10 am 
Mass.

QUESTIONS OR SIGN UP AT
ocia@olmercy.com

Is there more to life?
Alpha gives everyone the opportunity to ex-
plore the meaning of life in a relaxed, friendly 
setting.  The Alpha course usually meets 
once a week for 11 weeks, sometimes in a 
church, a home, or restaurant.  Sessions 
begin with a meal, followed by a short talk, 
and time to discuss the topic.
During the discussion, everyone is welcome 
to contribute their opinions and no question is 
considered hostile or too simple.  Questions 
might include—Is there a God?  Why am I 
here?  Where did I come from?  Where am I 
going?
Alpha is for everyone—no question is out of 
bounds and you are free to discuss as much 
or as little as you wish.  We don’t assume 
any background knowledge or belief in 
Christianity and everyone is welcome.

Connect with Zara to learn more 331-707-5381
zara@olmercy.com.  #TryAlpha

SIGN UP NOW @ www.olmercy.com/alpha

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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SUNDAY, AUGUST  AT 2:00 PM

Students must be entering 5th grade or 
higher this school year and must be 

regularly attending Mass.  Please meet 
in the church.

The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on display 
in the Atrium (Door B Entrance). The board contains a 
“wishlist” of items used to prepare meals for 250 
guests at the Hesed House homeless shelter, on the 
first Tuesday of each month. 

Monetary donations can be made via the OLM Online 
Giving Portal (please specify donation is for Hesed 
House), or make checks payable to Our Lady of Mercy 
Church, and write on the memo “Hesed House-PADS”. 

Kindly drop-off all donated items BEFORE ALL WEEK-
END MASSES on August 31st and September 1st, 2024. 
Since our ministry volunteers are only available to se-
cure/put away items during this designated time, we 
ask that you please refrain from dropping-off items 
unattended, outside this time-frame. 

Thank you for supporting our mission of mercy. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Candidacy Mass
The Diocese of Joliet Candidacy Mass 
was officiated by Bishop Ronald Hicks 
at the 10AM Mass on August 11th. 

Four candidates (L to R), Peter Davis, 
Joseph Phu Nguyen, OLM’s Topher 
Otieno and Daniel Obendorf, publicly 
declared their intention and conviction 
to respond to their priestly call.  

Please keep all seminarians in your 
prayers.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 187,155

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 192,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (4,845)

08/11/24 Sunday Collection $ 35,125

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 32,000

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 3,125

For the Budget Year 2024/25 we have increased the Weekly 
Sunday Goal by 3.2%, to $32,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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Donating Made Easy! 
Just scan this QR code.

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

CMAA Pledge Report for Our Lady of Mercy

Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made 
in the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be 
paid so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have 
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal 
will be returned to our parish for our needs.

Parish Goal 140,500$

Amount Pledged 166,746$

Amount Paid 141,728$

Remaining Balance 25,018$

Rebate Amount 859$

# of Families Pledged 509

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The Eucharist was never meant to be only 
“comfort food,” something that makes us feel warm 
and satisfied. It is to be bread for the journey, nour-
ishment for the task that God has set for our commu-
nity and for each one of us. Thus it is not surprising 
to see some walk away in today’s Gospel, for they 
understood that recognizing Jesus as the bread of life 
is a commitment to changing one’s life.

St. Augustine, whose feast we celebrate this 
week, once observed that in celebrating the Eucha-
rist we become what we receive, the Body of Christ. 
As we conclude the series of reflections in John’s 
Gospel on Jesus as the bread of life, it is appropriate 
to think about the role that the Eucharist plays in our 
lives and in our parish. It is in the Eucharist that we 
are nourished and renew our commitment in faith to 
serve the Lord. How does the parish social ministry 
carry out that mandate? How do you carry it out in 
your own life? Is it related in any way to the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist? How does celebrating Mass 
Sunday after Sunday make a difference in your life 
and in the world?

—Rev. James Field
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Parish Directory

Parish Priests
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........frmichael@olmercy.com

Parochial Vicar................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............frfrank@olmercy.com

Permanent Deacons
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo ..........................tonyl@olmercy.com
Dcn Tony Martini...................... tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer................. deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Bugsy Sindac......................bugsys@olmercy.com
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com

Pastoral Staff
Director of Music Ministries ...................Frank Sauter
331-707-5379 ............................franks@olmercy.com

Asst. to Pastor & Comm. ……….….Theresa Czaplewski
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresac@olmercy.com

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com

Family Faith Formation
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC.................. Mary Jo Trapani
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com

Director (6-12)................................Dave Miserendino
331-707-5371 ...........................davem@olmercy.com

FFF Secretary ..................................... Karen Schwartz
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall

Administrative Staff
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz
331-707-5370 ..........................robertg@olmercy.com

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com

Business Office Assistant .......................Lydia Schmitt
331-707-5377 .............................lydias@olmercy.com

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400

Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church
701 S. Eola Road †  Aurora, IL 60504
www.olmercy.com

Parish Office
Tel: (630) 851-3444 •  FAX: (630) 851-3468
Monday-Thursday .................................................8:30am-4:00pm
Friday.....................................................................8:30am-1:00pm

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday .............................................. 8:00am
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Friday ........................................................... 12:00pm
Thursday............................................................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday ............................................................................. 8:30am
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm
Sunday............................8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm

Holy Days of Obligations
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or
website.

Confessions
Tuesday .................................................7:00pm until all are heard
Wednesday ……………………….…After Noon Mass until all are heard
Thursday …………………….…….After 6:30am Mass until all are heard
Friday ..................................... After Noon Mass until all are heard
Saturday ............................................ 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm
Magnify.……………………………………………………..…………...7:30-8:20pm
Or by Appointment

Adoration
Monday - Friday ..................................................8:30am-10:00pm
Silent adoration takes place during non-mass times.

New Parishioners
We welcome you!  Please 
register by visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on 
“New Here” and choose “Join 
OLM” to fill out the online 
registration form.

Sick and Homebound
Contact the Parish Office so we 
may help you in any way 
possible.

Hospitalization
If you anticipate a hospitalization 
or are  admitted to an area 
hospital and would like a visit 
from a priest or Eucharistic 
Minister, please notify the parish 
office.

Baptisms
Registered parishioners wishing 
their child baptized must 
complete a parent workshop. 
Baptisms are not celebrated 
during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377.

Weddings
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to 
scheduling a wedding. Weddings 
may be scheduled no less than 
six months out in order to fulfill 
the diocesan marriage 
preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Czaplewski at 
331-707-5374.
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(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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