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News from P.I.T. (Pastor in Training)

I've encountered people, even in my own family, 
who would like to be spiritual, but not religious.  If I 
had to name the reason for that statement, it 
would probably have to do with their disapproval 
of rules and statutes that are involved with being 
religious. At the foundation of who we are as hu-
mans is the realization that we were meant for 
communion and relationship. And what is religion, 
but people coming together in communion to prac-

tice rules and statutes? Hence, we were actually meant to be religious 
people, not separate from religion and only spiritual.

Our first reading reveals God calling on the Israelite people to observe His 
statutes and decrees, forming them as a people in the faith. In our sec-
ond reading, St. James confirms that the people of God are called to be 
“doers of the word”, and not only listen on the sidelines.  Yet in our Gos-
pel, it might seem that the Lord is telling us not to follow religious practic-
es… So what are we to do?

Have you ever noticed a time when rules can actually be a good thing?  I 
remember being trained in manners for a formal dinner. Knowing which 
fork to use, which glass is yours, etc… actually gives you the freedom to 
enter into conversation with the others at the table.  If you are too wor-
ried about which bread plate is yours, you can't be free to enjoy the 
evening! In this case, rules give us freedom and open us to relationship. 
Our faith is likewise; if we live out the statutes of our faith, we actually 
enter into deeper relationships with God and neighbor.

What about rules in the confines of a sport? From baseball, football, la-
crosse, and soccer to hockey, each sport has its own rules. Those who 
master the game, master their knowledge of all the rules involved in or-
der to compete well. If the rules constantly change, the sport becomes 
irrelevant.  Our faith is likewise. If we want to enter into the depth of our 
faith well, we will need to understand and live by the statutes that the 
Lord lays before us.

So what is Christ getting at in the Gospel? The rules and statutes that Je-
sus rebukes are those that removed the focus from God and others, and 
instead focused on the individual pride and ego. The Pharisees and 
scribes had been separating themselves from the people they were called 
to serve.  They were giving the impression that they were following the 
rules God commanded, but their hearts were far from God. They kept 
piling up expectations upon the Jewish people, while ignoring the pride, 
evil, and greed growing within their hearts. This is a reminder to us that 
we must never forget to keep our focus on God, and how to grow closer 
to him as we dive deeper into the rules and statutes of our faith. We 
must always remember the “why” behind them.

Our faith does have rules, but they are ultimately there so we can enter 
deeply into our relationship with God and others, and have life to the full!

Father Michael

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, September 2 - Labor Day
9:00 am † Fr. Hugh Fullmer, by The Vavra Family
6:30 pm † Charlesteen Lane (Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, September 3 - St Gregory the Great
8:00 am † Chuck Erdman, by Trish & Terry Polivka
6:30 pm † Ryan West, by His Aunts & Uncles
7:00 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Wednesday, September 4 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:00 pm † Evalyn & Bill Murtaugh, by Betty Skonieczny

12:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until All Are Heard)

Thursday, September 5 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
6:30 am † Cora Bolton, by The Adams Family
8:00 am † Peggy Flanigan, by Kathy Allburn

Friday, September 6 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:00 pm † Don O’Reilly, by Barb Jesse

† Paul & Angela Abuah, by Patricia Wabomnor

Saturday, September 7 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am † Patrice Klasinski
9:00am Reconciliation  (Until 10:00 AM)

1:30 pm Reconciliation  (Until 2:30 PM)
4:00 pm Vigil - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

† James W. Ray Family, by Nancy Ray
† Benedicta Pinto, by The Pinto Family

Sunday, September 8 - 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family

Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy
10:00 am † Timothy Savoie (Live Streamed)
12:00 pm † Andrea Principi, by Pat & Steve

5:30 pm † Richard Ciombor, by Maureen Milligan

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.

Silent adoration takes place in the 
Adoration Chapel 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am to 10:00 pm.
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Our Lady of  Mercy

Weekend Masses
September 7 & 8

Father Frank will preach at all Masses.

Saturday 4:00 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

Sunday 8:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

10:00 am Fr. Frank Pusateri

12:00 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

5:30 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
Votive lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament 
for the following intentions.

1. Charlesteen Lane 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Lord, Be With The Sick 10. Peace
3. Vocations 11. Special Intention-C.H.
4. Paula Neuman 12. Students & Teachers
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special Intention-T.Z.
6. Dcn Bob & Betty Vavra 14. Anthony M. Loquercio Jr.
7. Louise (Health) 15. Frank Rostan
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intention in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf 
in the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacra-
ment Chapel.

Ordinary Time ∙ September 1, 2024 3

For our sick, confined and their families.
Michael Butler
Linda Eickhoff
Virginia Governale
Helen Joseph
Michael Heim
Toni Humanski
Kristen Manning
Marichu Moralos
Paula Neuman
Marie O’Toole
Flo Paprzycki
Julia Schremp
Diane Singer
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Kathy Walowski

Those in service to our country.
PO1 Brittney Cash, US Navy
SPC Michael A. Curcio, Army National Guard
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
LT. Russell Joyce, US Navy
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US Navy 

Please Remember: Due to government legislation regarding patient
privacy, names of people to be prayed for at Mass or in the Bulletin can be
listed only if that person, or in the case of their incapacitation, the person
delegated to their medical care, calls to give permission. 

Please contact the Parish Office if you or your immediate family member 
wish to be added to the Sick List.

We Pray For...
The Parish Offices

will be closed 
Monday, September 2 

in honor of

Mass will be at 
9:00 am in English and 

6:30 pm in Spanish.
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Noticias del P.I.T. 
(Párroco en Formación)

He conocido a personas, incluso en mi propia familia, 
a quienes les gustaría ser espirituales, pero no religio-
sas. Si tuviera que nombrar la razón de esa afirma-
ción, probablemente tendría que ver con su desapro-
bación de las reglas y estatutos que implica ser reli-
gioso. En la base de lo que somos como humanos está 
la comprensión de que fuimos creados para la comu-
nión y la relación. ¿Y qué es la religión, sino personas 
que se reúnen en comunión para practicar reglas y 
estatutos? Por lo tanto, en realidad fuimos creados 

para ser personas religiosas, no separadas de la religión y solo espirituales.

Nuestra primera lectura revela que Dios llama al pueblo israelita a observar 
Sus estatutos y decretos, formándolos como un pueblo en la fe. En nuestra 
segunda lectura, Santiago confirma que el pueblo de Dios está llamado a 
"poner en práctica la palabra", y no se limiten a escucharla. Sin embargo, en 
nuestro Evangelio, podría parecer que el Señor nos está diciendo que no siga-
mos prácticas religiosas... Entonces, ¿qué debemos hacer?

¿Alguna vez han notado un momento en el que las reglas pueden ser algo 
bueno? Recuerdo que me enseñaron a comportarme en una cena formal. Sa-
ber qué tenedor usar, qué vaso es el tuyo, etc., en realidad te da la libertad de 
entablar una conversación con los demás en la mesa. Si estás demasiado preo-
cupado por cual plato de pan es el tuyo, ¡no puedes estar libre para disfrutar 
de la velada! En este caso, las reglas nos dan libertad y nos abren a la relación. 
Nuestra fe es similar; si vivimos los estatutos de nuestra fe, en realidad entra-
mos en relaciones más profundas con Dios y el prójimo.

¿Qué pasa con las reglas en los confines de un deporte? Desde el béisbol, el 
fútbol americano, el lacrosse y el fútbol hasta el hockey, cada deporte tiene 
sus propias reglas. Aquellos que dominan el juego, dominan su conocimiento 
de todas las reglas involucradas para poder competir bien. Si las reglas cam-
bian constantemente, el deporte se vuelve irrelevante. Nuestra fe es similar. Si 
queremos entrar bien en la profundidad de nuestra fe, necesitaremos com-
prender y vivir de acuerdo con los estatutos que el Señor pone ante nosotros.

Entonces, ¿qué está tratando de decir Cristo en el Evangelio? Las reglas y esta-
tutos que Jesús reprende son aquellos que quitan el foco de atención de Dios y 
de los demás, y en su lugar se centran en el orgullo y el ego individual. Los fari-
seos y los escribas se habían estado separando de la gente a la que estaban 
llamados a servir. Daban la impresión de que estaban siguiendo las reglas que 
Dios ordenaba, pero sus corazones estaban lejos de Dios. Continuaban acumu-
lando expectativas sobre el pueblo judío, mientras ignoraban el orgullo, la mal-
dad y la avaricia que crecían dentro de sus corazones. Esto es un recordatorio 
para nosotros de que nunca debemos olvidar mantener nuestro enfoque en 
Dios y en cómo acercarnos más a él a medida que profundizamos en las reglas 
y estatutos de nuestra fe. Siempre debemos recordar el "por qué" detrás de 
ellos.

Nuestra fe tiene reglas, pero en última instancia están ahí para que podamos 
entrar profundamente en nuestra relación con Dios y los demás, ¡y tener vida 
en plenitud!

Father Michael

Lecturas de la Semana

Domingo Dt 4, 1-2. 6-8; 
Sal 14, 2-3a. 3bc-4ab. 5; 
Sant 1, 17-18. 21b-22. 27; 
Mc 7, 1-8. 14-15. 21-23

Lunes 1 Cor 2, 1-5; 
Sal 118, 97. 98. 99. 100. 101. 102; 
Lc 4, 16-30

Martes 1 Cor 2, 10-16; 
Sal 144, 8-9. 10-11. 12-13ab. 13cd-14; 

Lc 4, 31-37

Miércoles 1 Cor 3, 1-9; 
Sal 32, 12-13. 14-15. 20-21; 
Lc 4, 38-44

Jueves 1 Cor 3, 18-23; 
Sal 23, 1-2. 3-4ab. 5-6; 
Lc 5, 1-11

Viernes 1 Cor 4, 1-5; 
Sal 36, 3-4. 5-6. 27-28. 39-40; 
Lc 5, 33-39 

Sábado 1 Cor 4, 6-15; 
Sal 144, 17-18. 19-20. 21; 
Lc 6, 1-5

Domingo Is 35, 4-7a; 
Sal 145, 7. 8-9a. 9bc-10; 
Sant 2, 1-5; 
Mc 7, 31-37
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IMPORTANT NOTICE!!

Fr. Michael and Fr. Frank DO NOT send 
texts or emails without stating a specific 
purpose or asking for money or gift 
cards.  If you receive a vague/odd mes-
sage appearing to be from Fr. Michael or 
Fr. Frank, please discard it and DO NOT 
CORRESPOND OR SEND ANY ELECTRONIC 
MONETARY AID.

Several steps you can take if you think 
you have received a scam email.  Double-
check the sender’s email address. A 
spoofed email address often has an ex-
tension similar to the legitimate email 
address. You can outsmart them by look-
ing beyond the name and checking the 
“from” email address to see if it matches 
what you know the alleged sender’s 
email to be. All OLM staff will send from 
an email address ending in 
@olmercy.com.

Always verify in person/telephone before 
sending money or sensitive data. Be sus-
picious! Make it standard operating pro-
cedure to confirm email requests for wire 
transfer, debit cards, account information 
or confidential information.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Knights of Columbus 
Pancake Breakfast

Join the Knights for a delicious pancake 
breakfast Sunday, September 8th from 

8:00 am to Noon in the MPR. Menu:
Pancakes
Eggs
Sausage
Fruit Cocktail
Coffee, Tea & Juice

Ticket Prices (at the door—no advanced sales)
Adults:  $6.00
Children:  $3.00 (12 and under)
Children under 3 no charge
Dine in the MPR or Take Out Available

All Profits will support:
Knights of Columbus “Coats for Kids” 

Charity Campaign

Donations Gladly Accepted

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date Collections $ 220,385

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 224,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (3,615)

08/18/24 Sunday Collection $ 32,000

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 32,000

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 1,230

For the Budget Year 2024/25 we have increased the Weekly 
Sunday Goal by 3.2%, to $32,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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Donating Made Easy! 
Just scan this QR code.

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

CMAA Pledge Report for Our Lady of Mercy

Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made 
in the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be 
paid so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have 
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal 
will be returned to our parish for our needs.

Parish Goal 140,500$

Amount Pledged 167,391$

Amount Paid 143,649$

Remaining Balance 23,742$

Rebate Amount 2,204$

# of Families Pledged 510

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Labor Day originated in 1882 in New York City under the 
aegis of the Knights of Labor. Congress made it a legal 
holiday in 1894. Observing it this week gives us a good 
opportunity to reflect on the Catholic Church’s social 
teachings for the last century or so. On May 15, 1891, 
Pope Leo XIII issued the encyclical Rerum Novarum on 
the condition of the working classes and labor. In doing 
so, he initiated a century in which Catholic teaching be-
came more and more involved in the social issues of the 
day.

Unfortunately relegated to the shadows while the bright 
lights of controversy shine on other issues, Catholic so-
cial teaching remains largely unknown to many Catho-
lics. It is the Catholic Church that championed such no-
tions as a fair day’s pay for a fair day’s work, and contin-
ues to uphold the dignity of the human person against 
attacks from governments and corporations. Nearly eve-
ry pope since Leo XIII has issued teachings on the sub-
ject. Take some time this Labor Day to familiarize your-
self with some aspect of the Church’s social teachings. 
In doing so, you will be taking responsibility as a mem-
ber of the Body of Christ to commit yourself to the care 
of your neighbor.

—Rev. James Field
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Parish Directory

Parish Priests
Pastor .......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........frmichael@olmercy.com

Parochial Vicar................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............frfrank@olmercy.com

Priest In Residence....................................Fr. Vagenas
............................................ frvagenas@olmercy.com

Permanent Deacons
Dcn Tim Kueper ....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo ..........................tonyl@olmercy.com
Dcn Tony Martini...................... tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Doug McIlvaine ................ dougm@olmercy.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer................. deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Bugsy Sindac......................bugsys@olmercy.com
Dcn Art Tiongson ....................hope2640@yahoo.com

Pastoral Staff
Director of Music Ministries ...................Frank Sauter
331-707-5379 ............................franks@olmercy.com

Asst. to Pastor & Comm. ……….….Theresa Czaplewski
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresac@olmercy.com

Dir. of Evangelization & Communications ... Zara Tan
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com

Family Faith Formation
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC.................. Mary Jo Trapani
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com

Director (6-12)................................Dave Miserendino
331-707-5371 ...........................davem@olmercy.com

FFF Secretary ..................................... Karen Schwartz
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall

Administrative Staff
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz
331-707-5370 ..........................robertg@olmercy.com

Parish Secretary ...................................... Diane Reiter
630-851-3444 ........................... dianer@olmercy.com

Business Office Assistant .......................Lydia Schmitt
331-707-5377 .............................lydias@olmercy.com

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400

Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church
701 S. Eola Road †  Aurora, IL 60504
www.olmercy.com

Parish Office
Tel: (630) 851-3444 •  FAX: (630) 851-3468
Monday-Thursday .................................................8:30am-4:00pm
Friday.....................................................................8:30am-1:00pm

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday .............................................. 8:00am
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Friday ........................................................... 12:00pm
Thursday............................................................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday ............................................................................. 8:30am
Saturday (Anticipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm
Sunday............................8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm

Holy Days of Obligations
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulletin or
website.

Confessions
Tuesday .................................................7:00pm until all are heard
Wednesday ……………………….…After Noon Mass until all are heard
Thursday …………………….…….After 6:30am Mass until all are heard
Friday ..................................... After Noon Mass until all are heard
Saturday ............................................ 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm
Magnify.……………………………………………………..…………...7:30-8:20pm
Or by Appointment

Adoration
Monday - Friday ..................................................8:30am-10:00pm
Silent adoration takes place during non-mass times.

New Parishioners
We welcome you!  Please 
register by visiting our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on 
“New Here” and choose “Join 
OLM” to fill out the online 
registration form.

Sick and Homebound
Contact the Parish Office so we 
may help you in any way 
possible.

Hospitalization
If you anticipate a hospitalization 
or are  admitted to an area 
hospital and would like a visit 
from a priest or Eucharistic 
Minister, please notify the parish 
office.

Baptisms
Registered parishioners wishing 
their child baptized must 
complete a parent workshop. 
Baptisms are not celebrated 
during Lent. Contact Lydia 
Schmitt at 331-707-5377.

Weddings
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to 
scheduling a wedding. Weddings 
may be scheduled no less than 
six months out in order to fulfill 
the diocesan marriage 
preparation requirements.  
Contact Theresa Czaplewski at 
331-707-5374.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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