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News from Priest in Residence 

Brothers and Sisters in the Lord, 

In our Gospel this Sunday, our Lord asks his dis-
ciples, “Who do you say that I am?”  AŌer fol-
lowing our Lord, seeing him work miracles, heal-
ing the sick, and geƫng to know him on a deep, 
personal level, Peter can declare, on behalf of 
the Apostles (and thus the Church), “You are the 
Christ.”  We too are called to have the same 

deep, personal relaƟonship with our Lord- to grow in holiness!  We too 
are called to go out to our community, our work, our school, all those 
we meet, and declare that Jesus is the Christ, the way to the Father.  
One way we can grow in holiness, to grow closer to our Lord, is through 
our suffering.  Christ tells us that if we wish to be his disciples, then we 
must take up our cross and follow him.   If Christ suffered, then we also 
are called to do the same.  Where Christ has gone, we hope to follow, if 
we are faithful to him.  

Our Lord’s journey back to the Father in heaven took him first to the 
Cross.  We should not be surprised then, that our journey to heaven will 
take us down a similar path.  Our path can take several different twists 
and turns, and we don’t always know where we are going, but as long 
as we take that walk with the Lord and trust in his providenƟal care for 
us and stay close to the Church and the Sacraments, we know it will 
lead us to our true home, which is heaven! 

I also wanted to take the opportunity to formally introduce myself to 
you and tell you who I am.  My name is Father William Vagenas and I 
am the new resident priest here at Our Lady of Mercy.  I (along with my 
dog, Hope) moved into the rectory about a month ago.  I conƟnue to be 
overwhelmed with the warm and gracious welcome I have received in 
that Ɵme.  In parƟcular, I want to thank Father Michael and Father 
Frank.  They have been very accommodaƟng and helpful during this 
transiƟon.  

A liƩle about me…I grew up in Hinsdale at St. Isaac Jogues where I 
aƩended second through eighth grade.  AŌer graduaƟng high school I 
entered St. John Vianney College Seminary and then conƟnued studies 
at Mundelein Seminary.  I was ordained in 2012 and served at St. Mi-
chael in Wheaton.  AŌer several years away from ministry in the dio-
cese, I was asked to move here to assist with Masses and Confessions 
during the week and to assist with Masses on Sundays at St. Anne in 
Oswego.  While I maintain responsibiliƟes outside the parish, I look for-
ward to being with you all for the coming months as, together, we jour-
ney closer to God.  

I look forward to meeƟng so many of you in the coming weeks.  Know of 
my prayers for all of you.  Please conƟnue to keep me in your prayers.  

May our Lady of Mercy intercede for us all! 

Fr. Vagenas 

Liturgy Schedule & Mass Intentions

Monday, September 16 - St. Cornelius
8:00 am † Miles Small, by Family
6:30 pm Int Bonnie Ramirez, by Shirley Staples

(Spanish Mass)

Tuesday, September 17 - St. Robert Bellarmine
8:00 am † Gorgonia M. Naguit, by Edgar & Maria Cuartero
6:30 pm † Alison Perry, by Margaret & Steve Dodd
7:00 pm ReconciliaƟon  (UnƟl All Are Heard)

Wednesday, September 18 - Weekday in Ordinary Time
12:00 pm Int Diane Reiter, by Ty & Kathleen Gorman
12:30 pm ReconciliaƟon  (UnƟl All Are Heard)

Thursday, September 19 - St. Januarius
6:30 am † Sr. Grace Ann Kalafut, by Peter & Virginia Trusiak
8:00 am † Barbara Saurer, by Roy Saurer

Friday, September 20 - Sts. Andrew Kim Tae-gon &
Paul Chong Ha-sang

12:00 pm † Joesph SebasƟan, by Family

Saturday, September 21 - St. MaƩhew
8:30 am † Patrice Klasinski
9:00am ReconciliaƟon  (UnƟl 10:00 AM)

1:30 pm ReconciliaƟon  (UnƟl 2:30 PM)
4:00 pm Vigil - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

† Sheldon Stahl by The Soto Family
† Wiktoria Rowinska, by E.J. Rutka

Sunday, September 22 - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 am † Mary Ellen Feldman, by Family

† Anna Sauter, by Clare Embery
10:00 am † Steven Henning, by Cynthia Mallo

(Live Streamed)
12:00 pm † Peter Pinto, by  Kathy Allburn

5:30 pm Int The People of Our Lady of Mercy

2    VISION:  To offer every person a life-changing encounter with Jesus, grow disciples, and send them on  mission.

Silent adoration takes place in the 
Adoration Chapel 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 am to 10:00 pm.
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Saturday 4:00 pm Fr. Micheal Kearney

Sunday 8:00 am Fr. Frank Pusateri

10:00 am Fr. Michael Kearney

12:00 pm Fr. Frank Pusateri

5:30 pm Fr. Michael Kearney

Father Michael will preach at all Masses.

Our Lady of  Mercy
Weekend Masses
September 21 & 22

Blessed Sacrament Chapel Lamps
VoƟve lamps will burn this week before the Blessed Sacrament for 
the following intenƟons.
1. Charlesteen Lane 9. Fr Don McLaughlin
2. Lord, Be With The Sick 10. VocaƟons
3. Seminarians 11. Special IntenƟon-C.H.
4. The Unemployed 12. Paula Neuman
5. The Pluskota Family 13. Special IntenƟon-T.Z.
6. Dcn Bob & BeƩy Vavra 14. Anthony M. Loquercio, Jr.
7. Cheryl HartneƩ 15. Frank Rostan
8. The Deceased 16. The Homeless
If you wish to have a candle burning for your intenƟon in the 
Blessed Sacrament Chapel, you will find envelopes on the shelf in 
the Narthex near the Priest’s Sacristy or in the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel.
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For our sick, confined and 
their families.
Michael Butler
Linda Eickhoff
Virginia Governale
Helen Joseph
Michael Heim
Toni Humanski
Kristen Manning
Marichu Moralos
Paula Neuman
Flo Paprzycki
Julia Schremp
Diane Singer
Hedy Sterling
Thomas F. Sterling
Rev. Gerald Tivy
Kathy Walowski

Those in service to our 
country.
PO1 BriƩney Cash, US Navy
SPC Michael A. Curcio, Army 
NaƟonal Guard
TSgt Leah Harvey, USAF
LT. Russell Joyce, US Navy
PO3 Joshua San Diego, US 
Navy 

Please Remember: 
Due to government
legislaƟon regarding paƟent
privacy, names of people to
be prayed for at Mass or in
the BulleƟn can be listed only
if that person, or in the case
of their incapacitaƟon, the
person delegated to their
medical care, calls to give
permission. 

Please contact the Parish 
Office if you or your 
immediate family member 
wish to be added to the Sick 
List.

We Pray For...
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Noticias del Sacerdote en la Casa Parroquial
Hermanos y hermanas en el Señor,
En nuestro Evangelio de este domingo, nuestro 
Señor pregunta a sus discípulos: “¿Quién dice la 
gente que soy yo?” Después de seguir a nuestro 
Señor, verlo obrar milagros, sanar a los enfermos 
y conocerlo a un nivel profundo y personal, Pedro 
puede declarar, en nombre de los Apóstoles (y 
por lo tanto de la Iglesia), “Tú eres el Cristo”. 
También nosotros estamos llamados a tener la 
misma relación profunda y personal con nuestro 

Señor: ¡a crecer en sanƟdad! También nosotros estamos llamados a salir 
a nuestra comunidad, nuestro trabajo, nuestra escuela, a todos aquellos 
que conocemos, y declarar que Jesús es el Cristo, el camino al Padre. Una 
forma en que podemos crecer en sanƟdad, para acercarnos más a nues-
tro Señor, es a través de nuestro sufrimiento. Cristo nos dice que si que-
remos ser sus discípulos, entonces debemos tomar nuestra cruz y seguir-
lo. Si Cristo sufrió, entonces también nosotros estamos llamados a hacer 
lo mismo. Donde Cristo ha ido, esperamos seguirlo, si le somos fieles.

El viaje de nuestro Señor de regreso al Padre en el cielo lo llevó primero a 
la Cruz. No debemos sorprendernos, entonces, de que nuestro viaje al 
cielo nos lleve por un camino similar. Nuestro camino puede tomar dife-
rentes giros y vueltas, y no siempre sabemos a dónde vamos, pero mien-
tras caminemos con el Señor y confiemos en su cuidado providencial por 
nosotros y nos mantengamos cerca de la Iglesia y los Sacramentos, sabe-
mos que nos llevará a nuestro verdadero hogar, que es el cielo.

También quería aprovechar la oportunidad para presentarme formalmen-
te y decirles quién soy. Mi nombre es Padre William Vagenas y soy el nue-
vo sacerdote residente aquí en Our Lady of Mercy. Me mudé (junto con 
mi perro, Hope) a la rectoría hace aproximadamente un mes. Sigo abru-
mado por la cálida y amable bienvenida que he recibido en este Ɵempo. 
En parƟcular, quiero agradecer al Padre Michael y al Padre Frank. Ellos 
han sido muy complacientes y serviciales durante esta transición.

Un poco sobre mí... Crecí en Hinsdale en St. Isaac Jogues, donde asisơ 
desde el segundo hasta el octavo grado. Después de graduarme de la 
escuela secundaria, ingresé al Seminario Universitario St. John Vianney y 
luego conƟnué mis estudios en el Seminario Mundelein. Fui ordenado en 
el 2012 y serví en St. Michael en Wheaton. Después de varios años aleja-
do del ministerio en la diócesis, me pidieron que me mudara aquí para 
ayudar con las Misas y Confesiones durante la semana y para ayudar con 
las Misas los domingos en St. Anne en Oswego. Si bien mantengo respon-
sabilidades fuera de la parroquia, espero estar con todos ustedes durante 
los próximos meses mientras, juntos, nos acercamos a Dios.

Espero conocer a muchos de ustedes en las próximas semanas. Sepan 
que oro por todos ustedes. Por favor, sigan manteniéndome en sus ora-
ciones.

¡Que nuestra Señora de la Misericordia interceda por todos nosotros!

Padre Vagenas

Lecturas de la Semana

Domingo Is 50, 5-9; 
Sal 114, 1-2. 3-4. 5-6. 8-9; 
Sant 2, 14-18; 
Mc 8, 27-35

Lunes 1 Cor 11, 17-26; 
Sal 39, 7-8a. 8b-9. 10. 17; 
Lc 7, 1-10

Martes 1 Cor 12, 12-14. 27-31; 
Sal 99, 2. 3. 4. 5; 
Lc 7, 11-17

Miércoles 1 Cor 12, 31—13, 13; 
Sal 32, 2-3. 4-5. 12 y 22; 
Lc 7, 31-35

Jueves 1 Cor 15, 1-11; 
Sal 117, 1-2. 16ab-17. 28; 
Lc 7, 36-50

Viernes 1 Cor 15, 12-20; 
Sal 16, 1. 6-7. 8b y 15; 
Lc 8, 1-3

Sábado Ef 4, 1-7. 11-13; 
Sal 18, 2-3. 4-5; 
Mt 9, 9-13

Domingo Sab 2, 12. 17-20; 
Sal 53, 3-4. 5. 6 y 8; 
Sant 3, 16—4, 3; 
Mc 9, 30-37
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Mass for Persons
with disABILITIES

September 29, 2024
12:30 pm

Cathedral of 
St. Raymond Nonnatus

604 N. Raynor Ave.
Joliet, Illinois

The Mass will be celebrated by 
Bishop Ronald Hicks; refreshments 

and fellowship to follow.  Those with 
disABILITIES, and their caregivers, 

will receive a special blessing.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

Scan the QR code to 
register
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The OLM PADS/Hesed House Board is now on display in 
the Atrium (Door B Entrance). The board contains a 
“wishlist” of items used to prepare meals for 250 guests 
at the Hesed House homeless shelter, on the first Tuesday 
of each month. 

Monetary donaƟons can be made via the OLM Online Giv-
ing Portal (please specify donaƟon is for Hesed House), or 
make checks payable to Our Lady of Mercy Church, and 
write on the memo “Hesed House-PADS”. 

Kindly drop-off all donated items BEFORE ALL WEEKEND 
MASSES on September 29th and 30th, 2024. Since our 
ministry volunteers are only available to secure/put away 
items during this designated Ɵme, we ask that you please 
refrain from dropping-off items unaƩended, outside this 
Ɵme-frame. 

Thank you for supporƟng our mission of mercy.
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Parish Sacrificial Giving
Actual Year-to-Date CollecƟons $ 283,151

Fiscal Year-to-Date Budget $ 288,000

Amount Short of Budget $ (4,849)

09/01/24 Sunday CollecƟon $ 33,365

Weekly Sunday Goal $ 32,000

Amount in Excess of Goal $ 1,365

For the Budget Year 2024/25 we have increased the Weekly 
Sunday Goal by 3.2%, to $32,000/week, to help expand our 
numerous varied ministries.

Thank you for your generosity!!

Please remember Our Lady of Mercy Parish in your 
will and estate planning.
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Donating Made Easy! 
Just scan this QR code.

OUR SUNDAY
VISITOR

CMAA Pledge Report for Our Lady of Mercy

Monthly pledge payments for CMAA pledges should be made 
in the next few days.  It is very important that these pledges be 
paid so that our parish will reach our goal.  Once we have 
reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount over goal 
will be returned to our parish for our needs.

Parish Goal 140,500

Amount Pledged 168,358

Amount Paid 145,564

Remaining Balance 22,794

Rebate Amount 3,545

# of Families Pledged 509

$

$

$

$

$

· ParƟcipate in volunteering for a nature clean up: 
hƩps://theconservaƟonfoundaƟon.org/events/
month/2024-09

· Learn more about Solar: 
hƩps://www.ciƟzensuƟlityboard.org/solar-in-the-
community/

In Response to the Cry of the Poor:
· Host a Welcome Pack gathering for Exodus.  Donate 

items or money.  Contact Michele Geraghty at 
michelegeraghty62@gmail.com or Chris Harvey at 
chrisharveyny@gmail.com or 631-561-9722.

· Donate to your local St. Vincent de Paul food pan-
try.

Celebrate the 2024 Season of CreaƟon
with the Diocese of Joliet from 

September 1 through October 4, 
the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi!
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Our Lady of  Mercy Catholic Church
701 S. Eola Road †  Aurora, IL 60504
www.olmercy.com

Parish Office
Tel: (630) 851-3444 •  FAX: (630) 851-3468
Monday-Thursday .................................................8:30am-4:00pm
Friday.....................................................................8:30am-1:00pm

Mass Schedule
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday .............................................. 8:00am
Monday  (Spanish Mass) .................................................... 6:30pm
Tuesday ................................................................ 8:00am, 6:30pm
Wednesday, Friday ........................................................... 12:00pm
Thursday............................................................... 6:30am, 8:00am
Saturday ............................................................................. 8:30am
Saturday (AnƟcipated for Sunday) ..................................... 4:00pm
Sunday............................8:00am, 10:00am,12:00pm, and 5:30pm

Holy Days of ObligaƟons
Schedule varies. Consult the Mass Schedule in the bulleƟn or
website.

Confessions
Tuesday .................................................7:00pm unƟl all are heard
Wednesday ……………………….…AŌer Noon Mass unƟl all are heard
Thursday …………………….…….AŌer 6:30am Mass unƟl all are heard
Friday ..................................... AŌer Noon Mass unƟl all are heard
Saturday ............................................ 9:00-10:00am, 1:30-2:30pm
Magnify.……………………………………………………..…………...7:30-8:20pm
Or by Appointment

AdoraƟon
Monday - Friday ..................................................8:30am-10:00pm
Silent adoration takes place during non-mass times.

New Parishioners
We welcome you!  Please 
register by visiƟng our website at 
www.olmercy.com. Click on 
“New Here” and choose “Join 
OLM” to fill out the online 
registraƟon form.

Sick and Homebound
Contact the Parish Office so we 
may help you in any way 
possible.

HospitalizaƟon
If you anƟcipate a hospitalizaƟon 
or are  admiƩed to an area 
hospital and would like a visit 
from a priest or EucharisƟc 
Minister, please noƟfy the parish 
office.

BapƟsms
Registered parishioners wishing 
their child bapƟzed must 
complete a parent workshop. 
BapƟsms are not celebrated 
during Lent. Contact Lydia 
SchmiƩ at 331-707-5377.

Weddings
The bride, groom or either set of 
parents must be  registered 
members of the parish for at 
least six months prior to 
scheduling a wedding. Weddings 
may be scheduled no less than 
six months out in order to fulfill 
the diocesan marriage 
preparaƟon requirements.  
Contact Theresa Czaplewski at 
331-707-5374.

Parish Directory

Parish Priests
Pastor.......................................... Fr. Michael Kearney
630-851-3444, Ext. 228 ........frmichael@olmercy.com

Parochial Vicar................................ Fr. Frank Pusateri
630-851-3444, Ext. 226 ............ frfrank@olmercy.com

Priest In Residence....................................Fr. Vagenas
............................................ frvagenas@olmercy.com

Permanent Deacons
Dcn Tim Kueper....................... tkueper5@yahoo.com
Dcn Tony Leazzo..........................tonyl@olmercy.com
Dcn Tony MarƟni...................... tonym@olmercy.com
Dcn Doug McIlvaine .................dougm@olmercy.com
Dcn Phil Rehmer................. deaconphil@rehmer.com
Dcn Bugsy Sindac ..................... bugsys@olmercy.com
Dcn Art Tiongson....................hope2640@yahoo.com

Pastoral Staff
Director of Music Ministries ................... Frank Sauter
331-707-5379 ............................ franks@olmercy.com

Asst. to Pastor & Comm. ……….….Theresa Czaplewski
331-707-5374….…………..……...theresac@olmercy.com

Dir. of EvangelizaƟon & CommunicaƟons ....Zara Tan
331-707-5381 ............................... zara@olmercy.com

Family Faith FormaƟon
Director (Pre K-5) & OCIC ..................Mary Jo Trapani
331-707-5378 ......................... maryjot@olmercy.com

Director (6-12) ...............................Dave Miserendino
331-707-5371 ........................... davem@olmercy.com

FFF Secretary ......................................Karen Schwartz
331-707-5369 ........................... karens@olmercy.com

Principal of All Saints Catholic Academy
630-961-6125………………………………….Margie Marshall

AdministraƟve Staff
Business Manager .................................. Bob Gancarz
331-707-5370 ..........................robertg@olmercy.com

Parish Secretary...................................... Diane Reiter
630-851-3444 ............................dianer@olmercy.com

Business Office Assistant ....................... Lydia SchmiƩ
331-707-5377 .............................lydias@olmercy.com

Buildings & Grounds ................................... Phil Zwick
312-339-6943 .............................. philz@olmercy.com

St. Vincent de Paul Society
630-851-3444 ................................ Voicemail-ext. 400
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(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

(630) 329-8133
1460 Bond St. Suite 120

Naperville, IL 60563
See www.intentgen.com for important disclosures.

Plan Intentionally.
Live Generously.

Joe Schmitt
Financial Advisor

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

Conner Byrne
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